






Over the past year we have been able to add two
renowned collaborators as adjunct faculty; Michael
Bennish, MD, who works in rural South Africa and
Linda Martin, PhD, one of the nation’s leading
scholars on the demography of aging. So too Sai
Ma, PhD, joined us from the RAND Corporation,
with a public policy background. Sara Johnson,
PhD, joined our faculty as well. Sara has a joint
appointment with the Department of Pediatrics and
has a special interest in neuro-development and
public health policy.

What an exciting team of faculty and students who
through their research, teaching, technical assis-
tance and consulting are indeed “saving lives…mil-
lions at a time.”

Sincerely,

Robert Wm. Blum, MD, MPH, PhD
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JHSPH students participated in a service project in New Orleans during the winter intercession
with the support of the Anna Beatjer Society and the Global Experience Fund Grant. As part of
the project, students helped to rebuild houses destroyed by Katrina. From left to right: Lindsey
Barrick (PFRH), Allison Roeser (PFRH), Maureen Pike, Aki Shiozawa

Bill Gates, Sr. visits the Gates Institute. From left to right: Robert Blum, Bill Gates, Sr., Laurie
Schwab Zabin, Amy Tsui, and W. Henry Mosley
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Grants and
Contracts (81%)

Indirect Cost
Recovery (3%)

Teaching
Revenue (6%)

Endowment
Income (3%)*

Discretionary
Funding (7%)

Apgar/Bramley/Clifford Scholarship
Ling Shi

C. Esther & Paul Harper Award in PFHS
Ashley Schempf

Carl Swan Shultz Endowment
Maria Perez-Patron

Caroline Cochran Scholarship Fund
Eva Bazant

Donald Cornely Scholarship Fund in
Maternal and Child Health

Kamila Mistry

Edward J. Dehne Award in
Population Dynamics

Andrea Creanga

Laurie Schwab Zabin Award for
Population and Family Planning

Angela Bayer

The Fellowship in Family Planning and
Reproductive Health

Adena Galinsky
Sabina Haberlen
Anna Copeland
Stacy Weibley
Kristen Shellenberg
Chelsea Polis

Jean & Sidney Silber Fund in Population,
Family and Reproductive Health

Deborah Sitrin

John & Alice Chenoweth-Pate Fellowship
Anna Christensen
Reem Ghandour

Johnson & Johnson Community Health Care
Scholars Program

Anna Copeland
Hilary Schwandt

Kann Trowbridge Fellowship
Heather Bradley

Lisa L. Paine Fellowship in Nurse Midwifery
Elizabeth Temkin

Willian Endowment for Excellence in Science
Kamila Mistry

Hopkins-Guttmacher Fellowship
Ozge Tuncalp
Jenny Truong
Kristin Shellenberg

Council on Population, Family and
Reproductive Health Scholarship

Elizabeth Temkin
Chelsea Polis

2007 Student Honors and Awards

2007 Top Funding Sources
The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

Department of Health and Human Services

The Dyson Foundation

Health Resources and Services Administration

Maryland Department of Health and Mental Hygiene

National Institutes of Allergy and Infectious Diseases

National Institutes of Child Health
and Human Development

Naval Air Systems Command

2007 Department Resources

* Does not include Gates Foundation endowment used solely by The Bill and
Melinda Gates Institute for Population and Reproductive Health
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Henry Adams Inc.
Brian David Alexander
Dr. Gigliola Baruffi
Mr. & Mrs. John W. Beckley
Dr. Mary I. Benedict
Mrs. Ann C. Berger
Regan Berger
Madzy Beveridge
Dr. David M. Bishai
Drs. Robert and Michael Blum
Janet T. Bohlen
A. Stanley Brager, Jr. & Dorah Brager
George & Anne Bunting, Jr.
B. Bernei and Amelie Burgunder, Jr.
Richard Cain
S.E. & J.E. Chapoton
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Clark
The Estate of Caroline Cochran
Suzanne F. Cohen
Dr. Jonathan Allen Cohn
Curran Connor
Diane & John Cooke
Ms. Christine Cornely
Mr. and Mrs. Donald A. Cornely, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Francis J. Cornely
Cassaundra Brown & John Cornely
Marie Cornely
Mr. & Mrs. Ross Cowan
The Charles Crane Family Foundation, Inc.
Ms. Peggy Danziger
Mr. Woodrow Dellinger, Jr.
Dr. Robert Diamond
Mrs. Annette P. Dorrance
The Eliasberg Family Foundation
Elinor Farquhar
Jeanne H. Faulkner
Dr. Antoine K. Fomufod
Claire Frankel
Mr. & Mrs. Richard S. Frary
Dr. Lillian K. Gibbons
Duff Gillespie
Sandra P. Gohn
Ann B. Greif
Stephen & Margaret Greif
Mr. & Mrs. Roland R. Habicht
Gilbert Hahn, Jr.

Randolph & Marilyn Hale
Edith & Val Hanna
June R. Hechinger
D. A. Henderson
Dr. & Mrs. Jay Herson
Thomas B. Hess
Dr. Susan E. Hetherington
Mrs. Jeannette M. Hobbins
Ms. Elin A. Holgren
Mr. and Mrs. George Holmes
Jane Fawcett-Hoover
Harriet S. Iglehart
Karen Jackson
Kate Jakobsen
Anne A. Jamison
Carolyn Jennings, Phyllis Adams, and

Victor K. Jennings
Dr. Karin E. Johnson and Mr. Thomas F.

Johnson
Dr. Hee-Soon Juon
Mr. & Mrs. Henry F. Kane
S. Kann Sons Company Foundation
Chani Kendall & Jesse Kendall
E. Robert Kent, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. T. Michael Knasel
Josephine Kohn and Family Fund
Dr. Ann Koontz & Mr. Vincent Smeriglio
Carolyn P. Langfitt
Richard M. Lansburgh
Dr. Alexander Levi
George N. and Mary D. Lindsay
Roger & Flo Lipitz
Elizabeth Long
Ludwig Family Foundation
Carol Macht & Sheldon Lerman
Dr. Swapnil P. Maniar
Mary W. Marr
Ms. Karen A. McGinley
Dr. Fay Menacker-Cooper
Charles P. Merrick, III
The Harvey M. Meyerhoff Fund, Inc.
Robert E. Meyerhoff
Daniel Quinn Mills
Joyce S. Mills
Katharine Morgan
Alfred H. Moser

Ms. Winifride C. Mwebesa
National Association of Manufacturers
James M. & Virginia M. Newmyer Family

Fund
Dr. Gbolahan A. Oni
Dr. & Mrs. Peter Oroszlan
Betty Ann Ottinger
Lawrence & Cinthia Ottinger
The Paige Family Foundation
John W. Payne
Planned Parenthood of Maryland, Inc.
Dorothy J. Richardson
Mr. & Mrs. George M.S. Riepe
Linda B. Rivelis and Steven Rivelis
The Estate of William G. Robertson, Jr.
Jane Rosenau
Mr. and Mrs. Arnold and Louise Sagalyn
Mrs. Vicki Sant
William O. Schuller
Ms. Marjorie Shapiro
M. Sigmund & Barbara K. Shapiro
Philanthropic Fund
Michael Sheetz
Mr. & Mrs. George H. Shorney
Helmut & Marjorie H. Sonnenfeldt
Gary P. & Kay B. Stevens
Mr. & Mrs. Erland P. Stevens, Jr.
Florence S. Stone
Leonard Susskind & Anne Warren
Sylvia Symington
Paul J. & Ms. Chandler M. Tagliabue
Anne Taylor
Mr. & Mrs. John W. Trageser
Eleanor KannTrowbridge (deceased)
Mr. and Mrs. Mikael Van Loon
Anna E. Waller
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence E. Wertheimer
Mr. & Mrs. Edwin MCB Williams
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas W. Winstead
Ms. Hyatt Hood Young & Ms. Elizabeth

Welsh Young
Mr. and Mrs. Bernard J. Wulff
Dr. Laurie Schwab Zabin
Diane D. Zentay

2007 Donors to the Department of Population, Family and Reproductive Health
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Kann Trowbridge Fund
Eleanor Kann Hutzler Trowbridge, an energetic
figure in Washington political, social and civic
circles, passed away on July 15, 2007 from
complications of pancreatic cancer.

Mrs. Trowbridge, who consulted for and served
on many boards, was known as an ardent health-care champion.
She worked for many years in Johns Hopkins University's devel-
opment office and as a development consultant for the Children's
Defense Fund and Population Action International.

Most recently, Mrs. Trowbridge chaired the Johns Hopkins
Bloomberg School of Public Health's Council on Population,
Family and Reproductive Health and served on the board of the
Johns Hopkins University Berman Institute of Bioethics. In 2003,
she received the University's Heritage Award for her outstanding
service.

In 1995, Mrs. Trowbridge and her husband, Alexander B.
Trowbridge, established the Kann Trowbridge Fund to provide a
fellowship for a student at Johns Hopkins in the Department of
Population, Family and Reproductive Health and to support fac-
ulty research and education projects.

Ann B. Greif Revocable Trust
Anonymous Trustees
Ms. Madzy Beveridge
Mrs. Janet T. Bohlen
Mr. A. Stanley Brager, Jr.
Mr. George L. Bunting, Jr.
Mr. B. Bernei Burgunder, Jr.
Mrs. Sarah E. Chapoton
Ms. Suzanne F. Cohen
Mrs. Diane F. Cooke
Eliasberg Family Foundation, Inc.
Elinor K. Farquhar Charitable Fund
Mrs. Jeanne H. Faulkner
Mrs. Jane Fawcett-Hoover
Mrs. Claire Frankel
Ms. Sandra P. Gohn
Mr. Stephen Greif
Mr. Gilbert Hahn, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Randolph M. Hale
Mrs. Edith P. Hanna
Mrs. June R. Hechinger
Mr. Thomas B. Hess
Mrs. Jeannette M. Hobbins
Mrs. Nancy T. Holmes

Mrs. Harriet S. Iglehart
Mrs. Kate Jakobsen
Mrs. Carolyn P. Langfitt
Mr. Richard M. Lansburgh
Mr. Roger C. Lipitz
Mrs. Carol D. Macht
Mr. Charles P. Merrick, III
Mr. Robert E. Meyerhoff
Harvey M. Meyerhoff Fund, Inc.
Ms. Katharine B. Morgan
Mrs. Elizabeth K. Moser
Mr. Alfred H. Moses
National Association of Manufacturers
Ms. Betty Ann Ottinger
Mr. Lawrence S. Ottinger
William and Jane Rosenau

Foundation Fund
Mr. Arnold Sagalyn
Mrs. Marjorie H. Sonnenfeldt
Mr. Gary P. Stevens
Ms. Florence S. Stone
Mrs. Sylvia Symington
Mrs. Chandler M. Tagliabue
Mrs. Dana Van Loon
Ms. Diana D. Zentay

2007 Gifts in Memory of Eleanor K. Trowbridge for the
Trowbridge Fund

William G. Robertson
Professorship
William G. Robertson Jr., who passed away in
2007, was a generous supporter of Johns
Hopkins University dating back to 1951. He was
a past president of Henry Adams Inc., a

mechanical and electrical engineering firm that was involved in
the design of many of the buildings on the East Baltimore cam-
pus. Mr. Robertson became particularly interested in the School
of Public Health in the 1970s as a volunteer with Planned
Parenthood.

This professorship was created to support the School's pioneer-
ing research and outreach programs in world population, an area
of study scientists believe to be vital in the 21st century and an
area of particular concern to Mr. Robertson.

Mr. John W. Beckley, Esq.
Mr. Alan W. Clark
Mr. Ross Cowan
Ms. Betty Jane Habicht
Henry Adams, Inc
Mrs. Harriet S. Iglehart
Ms. Karen Jackson
Ms. Anne A. Jamison
Mrs. Ellen H. Kane
Mr. E. Robert Kent, Jr.
Mrs. Mary W. Marr

Planned Parenthood
Mr. George M. S. Riepe, Sr.
Mrs. Linda B. Rivelis
Mrs. Nancy L. Shorney
Mr. Erland P. Stevens, Jr.
Mrs. Anne P. Taylor
Mr. John W. Trageser, Jr.
Mr. Lawrence E. Wertheimer
Mr. Edwin Mcb. Williams
Mr. Thomas W. Winstead
Ms. Hyatt H. Young

2007 Gifts in Memory of Mr. William G. Robertson, Jr. to the
William G. Robertson Professorship



Young J. Kim Memorial Scholarship
Dr. Young J. Kim was a research scientist who taught, conducted research and worked in the fields of demogra-

phy, theoretical population biology, and family and environment planning. Born in Tokyo, the daughter of a Korean

physician, Dr. Kim started her affiliation with Johns Hopkins School of Public Health in 1972. Though she left and

taught for a couple of years in Korea, Dr. Kim returned and continued teaching at Johns Hopkins University until

her death.

All those who knew Dr. Kim remember her as a gentle, modest person whose greatest strengths were seen through her work as a

collaborator, teacher and mentor. Though her life was shortened by a tragic car accident, Dr. Young Ja Kim’s mentorship will contin-

ue to be felt through the establishment of a student scholarship in her name.

The Memorial Scholarship will ensure that students in the PFRH department will continue Professor Kim’s legacy of academic excel-

lence in Demography and Population Health. To contribute to this Scholarship, please make checks payable to JHU and send to

External Affairs, JHSPH, 615 N. Wolfe Street, Suite W1600, Baltimore, MD 21205.
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Mrs. Linda P. Adams
Dr. Young Or Ahn
Jonathan Bagger, Ph.D.
Dr. Bruce A. Barnett
Dr. Robert S. Bernstein
Dr. & Mrs. David and Annie Bishai
Drs. Robert and Michael Blum
Mr. & Mrs. Robert and Linda Brady
Dr. & Mrs. William and Angela Breakey
Ms. Diane E. Cahill
Mr. & Ms. Andrew and Janet Cahill
Ms. Patricia M. Cahill
Mr. Richard Cain and Dr. Cheryl Alexander
Drs. Gary A. Chase and Carol S. Weisman
Dr. Leena Choi
Dr. Yoonjoung Choi
Mr. & Mrs. Yusang and Kyung Ah Chung
Cognos Corporation
Mr. & Mrs. George and Yoontae Cullen
Mr. Woodrow S. Dellinger, Jr.
Ms. Susan Kovesi Domokos
Dr. Michele L. Dreyfuss
Mr. Mark Ross Emerson
Mr. Stuart Eppsteiner
Dr. & Mrs. Craig and Ann Ewart
Dr. & Mrs. Gordon and Janet Feldman
Dr. & Mrs. Paul and Joan Feldman
Ms. Anne K. Finkbeiner
Mr. & Mrs. Philip and Deborah Gardner
Mr. & Mrs. Ira and Chang Hyun Geer
Mr. & Mrs. John and Jean Gianacaci
Dr. Ronald H. Gray
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin and Cynthia Gropp
Drs. Bernard and Jane Guyer

Dr. & Mrs. Sung-Up and Myung-Hei Hahn
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas and Arlen Hastings
Dr. Juon Hee-Soon
Dr. & Mrs. Jay and Linda Herson
Drs. Kenneth Hill and Cynthia Stanton
Drs. Josef Coresh and Michelle Hindin
Dr. Kiyomi Horiuchi
Mr. William Yu-Cheng Hou
Ms. Nam Doll Huh
Dr. John Im
Dr. & Mrs. Michael and Minja Im
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Hee and Jae Jee Kang
Drs. Scott Zeger and Joanne Katz
Dr. & Mrs. Ohoe and Chung Sook Kim
Dr. Chung W. Kim
Dr. & Mrs. Sanghwan H. Kim
Mr. & Mrs. Sook Hyun and Yong Wook Kim
Mr. & Mrs. Young K. and Susan M. Kim
Mr. & Mrs. David K. and Won Soon Kim
Mr. & Mrs. Yong Moo and

Helen Heh Soon Kim
Mr. Yum Kim
Mr. Seung Kyung Kim
Mr. Bob Kittle
Ms. Luanne Kittle
Dr. Michael J. Klag
Mr. & Mrs. Karl and Carol Koh
Ms. Nami Kondo
Dr. Julian H. Krolik
Kyunggi Girls High School

Alumni Association
Ms. Patricia Lanocha
Dr. & Mrs. Jai Sung and Julie Lee
Ms. Kim P. Lee

Mr. Nam Lee
Mr. & Mrs. Ock Kyung and Yung K. Lee
Dr. Seok-Min Lee
Dr. & Mrs. Hanju and Soonja Lee
Mr. Young S. Lee
Dr. Yunhwan Lee
Dr. Henry S. Lim
Ms. Li Liu
Mrs. Rena A. Madansky
Ms. Pamala C. Martin
Mr. Daniel C. Mercer
Mr. & Mrs. M. Mark and Kimberly Michalko
Dr. & Mrs. Kongki and Yungwha Min
Dr. & Mrs. H. Warren and Doris Moos
Dr. Elizabeth A. Mumford
Dr. & and Mrs. Alvaro and Beatriz Muñoz
Ms. Geraldine Napolitano
Dr. Constance A. Nathanson
Ms. Bobbi Jo Nicotera
Mr. & Mrs. John K.C. and Bonnie B. C. Oh
Mr. Daehee Kang Or
Mr. & Mrs. David and Ilene Ostroff
Dr. Deha R. Gursey Owen
Dr. & Mrs. David and Nancy Paige
Ms. Anna Park
Mr. & Mrs. Hongwoo and Nyomi Park
Ms. Hyon Soo Park
Mr. Hyung G. Park and

Mrs. Hesook Suzie Kim
Mr. Ji Wan Park
Dr. Jung-Han Park
Dr. & Mrs. James and Ock R. Park
Dr. Yong Jai Park
Mr. & Mrs. John and Gail Petrone

Dr. Phyllis T. Piotrow
Ms. Roberta A. Prevost
Mr. & Mrs. Anand and

Julia Knoll Rajaratnam
Mr. & Mrs. Hwaja and Moon-Jhong Rhee
Rhoades School
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher and Mary Pat Rose
Ms. Barbara M. Ross
Mr. & Mrs. Mark V. and

Katherine Devet Schmidt
Dr. & Mrs. Robert and Delores Schoen
Dr. Mary E. Shepherd
Dr. & Mrs. Sang K. and Young H. K. Shin
Mr. Sungryu K. Shin
Mr. & Mrs. Young C. and Young Joo Shin
Mr. & Mrs. Jerome and Ruth Skarda
Mr. Young Joo Song
South Central Sports & Orthopedic Center
Dr. Emi Suzuki, Ph.D.
Mr. Kazuko Suzuki
Dr. & Mrs. Zenas M. and

Mary Elizabeth Sykes, Jr.
Dr. Harold E. Varmus
Mr. & Mrs. Robert J. and Kathryn Vizas
Mr. J. Calvin Walker
Ms. Anne E. Warren
Welsh Construction Remodeling Co
Ms. Elsie White
Mr. Arthur White
Ms. Jaejee Kim Wilder
Mr. & Mrs. Brian T. and Ock S. Yeo
Ms. Deborah R. Young
Dr. Seung-Hum Yu
Dr. Laurie S. Zabin
Dr. & Mrs. Melvin and Barbara Zelnik

Contributors to the Young J. Kim Memorial Scholarship (2006 - present)



Cheryl Alexander Memorial Fund
Cheryl Alexander, PhD, MPH, RN, a leader in the study of adolescent health and affiliated with the School
of Public Health for more than 30 years, passed away on March 10, 2006 after a long battle with ocular
melanoma.

Dr. Alexander became the founding director in 1993 of the Center for Adolescent Health at the School of
Public Health, which she led for 10 years and in 2000, began serving as the co-investigator for the Trial of
Activity for Adolescent Girls (TAAG). Her work and dedication was recognized by many and in particular, the Society for
Adolescent Medicine, which awarded Dr. Alexander a Lifetime Achievement Award in April 2005.

In addition to her infectious smile, her caring and enthusiasm as both a colleague and a mentor, the PFRH department will miss
her homemade holiday cookies she so willingly shared with us every year.

The Memorial Fund will continue the work of Dr. Alexander as a caring mentor by supporting students focused on adolescent
health. To contribute to this Fund, please make checks payable to JHU and send to External Affairs, JHSPH, 615 N. Wolfe
Street, Suite W1600, Baltimore, MD 21205.

Mrs. Linda P. Adams
Mr. Brian David Alexander
Ms. Margaret P. Allen
Ms. Maritza Alvarez
Atom Strategic Consulting
Dr. Peter L. Beilenson
Dr. & Mrs. David and Annie Bishai
Drs. Robert and Maureen Black
Drs. Robert and Michael Blum
Dr. Yvonne L. Bronner
Ms. Arlene M. Butz
Mr. Richard Cain
Mr. Jagdish Chandra
Dr. Anita Chandra
Dr. Anjani Chandra
Charlesmead Foundation, Inc.
Drs. Ken Conca and Tina Cheng
Mr. J. Michael Connelly, Jr.
Dr. Fay Menacker Cooper
Mr. M. Richard Cramer
Mr. Woodrow S. Dellinger, Jr.
Mr. Robert B. Denby
Ms. Sandra J. Doeller
Ms. Kyrie Dragoo
Dr. Paula F. Einaudi
Dr. Joyce L. Epstein
Mrs. Hathaway C. Ferebee

Mr. Todd Fisk
Ms. Alyse L. Freilich
Mr. & Dr. Price and Andrea C. Gielen
Ms. Cynthia Glimpse
Mr. & Mrs. David and Holly A. Grason
Mr. Robert W. Grose
Drs. Bernard and Jane I. Guyer
Ms. Theresa A. Harding
Mr. John F. Harrington
Dr. Martha N. Hill
Drs. Josef Coresh and Michelle J. Hindin
Mr. John Hoolachan and

Dr. Janet A. DiPietro
Dr. Willis H. Hoyt IV
Dr. Alain Joffe
Dr. Karin E. Johnson
Drs. Scott L. Zeger and Joanne Katz
Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation
Dr. Michele A. Kelley
Mrs. Chani C. Kendall
Mr. & Mrs. James R. and Faith S. Kirk
Dr. Michael J. Klag
Drs. James M. Tielsch and

Ellen J. MacKenzie
Ms. Susan K. Maclean
Ms. Faye E. Malitz
Mr. & Mrs. Michael P. and Margaret McCoy

Dr. & Mrs. Edward L. and Johanna V. McDill
Mrs. C. Page McDonald Crosby
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald B. and Carol A. McGiffin
Ms. Karen A. McGinley
Dr. and Mrs. Roger and Maria McMacken
Drs. Jeffrey B. and Cynthia S. Minkovitz
Mr. Joe Gitchell and

Dr. Elizabeth A. Mumford
Dr. Constance A. Nathanson
Dr. Gbolahan A. Oni
Dr. & Mrs. David and Nancy Paige
Mr. Joel S. Rodkin and Dr. Karen L. Pell
Ms. Stacey D. Phillips
Mrs. Marcia G. Pines
Ms. Mary B. Podmostko
Mr. & Ms. Lee and Erin Ricketts
Mr. Francis G. Riggs
Ms. Suzanne Ripley
Mr. & Mrs. Richard and Eve Robins
Mr. Thomas E. Salyers and

Dr. Kathleen M. Roche
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel C. and

Sharyn L. Rosenberg
Ms. Berenice Rushovich
Ms. Shirley Sachs
Dr. Peter B. Terry and Mrs. Joan H. Salim
Dr. Jonathan M. Samet

Drs. John Stephen Santelli and
Jennifer S.Hirsch

Ms. Carol Schneider
Ms. Constance R. Sedlacek
Dr. Mary E. Shepherd
Ms. Donna M. Shiloh
Miss Elizabeth A. Skinner
Drs. Vincent Smeriglio and Ann M. Koontz
Mr. John E. Snead, Sr.
Dr. Mark R. Somerfield
Ms. Kearney H. Staniford
Dr. Cynthia K. Stanton
Dr. & Mrs. Donald and Sharon Steinwachs
Dr. Margarita S. Treuth
United Way of Central Maryland
Ms. Carol Valdivieso
Dr. Thomas W. Valente
Ms. Amy E. Vastine
Dr. Carolyn C. Voorhees
Ms. Gayle Mowbray Walters
Mrs. Sylvia Eggleston Wehr
Drs. Gary A. and Carol S. Weisman
Mrs. Laura M. Wilson
Dr. Laurie S. Zabin
Ms. Joan Zamoiski
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Contributors to the Cheryl Alexander Memorial Fund (2006 - present)



Afghanistan

Austria

Bangladesh

Benin

Brazil

Canada

China

Costa Rica

Denmark

Egypt

El Salvador

Ethiopia

France

Germany

Ghana

Guatemala

Haiti

Honduras

Iceland

India

Indonesia

Iran

Italy

Jamaica

Kenya

Lebanon

Malawi

Mexico

Myanmar

Nepal

Netherlands

Nicaragua

Nigeria

Norway

Pakistan

Peru

Philippines

Saudi Arabia

South Africa

Spain

Switzerland

Taiwan

Tanzania

Thailand

Uganda

United Kingdom

Vietnam

United States
• Alaska
• California
• Delaware
• Florida
• Georgia
• Hawaii
• Indiana
• Maryland
• Massachusetts
• Minnesota
• Mississippi
• New York
• North Carolina
• Pennsylvania
• South Dakota
• Texas
• Washington, D.C.
• Wisconsin
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E X P L O R I N G

POPULATION
A N D H E A LT H



P O P U L AT I O N A N D H E A LT H

Our aging global population presents challenges for leaders in the area of

health care. How can we ensure intergenerational justice—particularly,

balancing the needs of elders with the needs of the young—in a future of

finite resources? How can we harness the ingenuity of technological progress

to make aging more healthful? How can we retain our cognitive abilities?

What are the immediate risks for children and the long-term impact of domestic

violence? Our faculty researchers are working with colleagues here and

around the world to learn more about these and other important issues. The

information gleaned from their efforts will benefit us all.
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Three-City Asian Study
of Adolescents and Youth

For nearly 10 years, Dr. Courtland Robinson has been conducting
research on the China-North Korea border with funding from the
United Nations and in conjunction with international relief organi-
zations. His first study, on North Korean famine mortality, was
published in The Lancet and led to ongoing support from various
UN organizations to assess such varied topics as ongoing food
insecurity in North Korea, cross-border and regional migration pat-
terns, trafficking of women into forced marriage, and vulnerability
of unaccompanied and separated children. A paper co-authored
with Dr. Heena Brahmbhatt and PhD student Yung-Ting Kung
looks at the association between forced sex and reproductive tract
infections among North Korean women who cross the border and
marry Chinese men as a coping strategy for survival. Another
recently completed study uses interviews with key informants in
geographically randomized sites to estimate the population of hid-
den North Korean refugees and migrants in China. A future study
seeks to explore humane and durable solutions for North Korean
children in China, including an estimated 5,000 children born in
China to North Korean women and Chinese men. Dr. Robinson is
now also using methods from China to identify homeless youth in
Baltimore.

Since 2005, Drs. Laurie Schwab Zabin, Robert Blum and David
Bishai together with Mark Emerson have been engaged in the
Three-City Asian Study of Adolescents and Youth: Collaborative
Surveys in Hanoi, Shanghai and Taipei. The study is designed to
explore the sexual behaviors and reproductive health of adoles-
cents and young adults in three Asian cities with originally
Confucian-based societies. The study will focus on the influences
of their underlying cultural traditions and of social change at the
community, family, peer, and individual levels. The three sites have
been undergoing change, and have been open to outside influ-
ences socially, culturally and economically for different periods of
time and in different ways. In each, we will explore the differential
knowledge, attitudes and behaviors of youth, both in a major
metropolis and an adjacent rural area. Specific sources of influ-
ence in the media and internet, access to health care and its use
and the effects of educational and economic aspirations and
expectations will be explored.

The work is being conducted by PFRH faculty and students, in
conjunction with colleagues in each city: the Institute for Gender
and Family Studies in Hanoi, the Shanghai Institute for Planned
Parenthood Research, and the Taiwan Bureau of Health
Promotion. Numerous papers are now in preparation as a result of
the active collaboration between JHSPH and partners in each city
in the development and fielding of the surveys and in preparing the
data for analysis.

Refugees and Migrants
on the China-North Korea Border

The 4 PI's for The Three-City Asian Study of Adolescents
and Youth: Minh Nguyen Huu, Hanoi; Yi-Li Chuang, Taipei;
Laurie S. Zabin, JHSPH; and Gao Ersheng, Shanghai.



12 2 0 0 7 A N N U A L R E P O R T T H E D E P A R T M E N T O F P O P U L A T I O N , F A M I L Y A N D R E P R O D U C T I V E H E A L T H

Many American Indian and Alaska Native youth across the United
States are repeatedly exposed to opportunities to participate in
self-destructive and illegal behaviors. In fact, of all populations of
young people in the United States, American Indian and Alaska
Native youth experience the highest rate of interpersonal and self-
directed violence. Despite this grim picture, most tribal youth
appear to be coping well. Notwithstanding the high prevalence of
alcohol, marijuana, and other drug use, most American Indian
youth are not engaged in violent and other types of delinquent
behavior. What protects some young people despite their exposure
to the same environmental vulnerabilities experienced by their
brothers, sisters, and neighbors? Why do some, with every con-
ceivable disadvantage, go on to do well through their teen years
while others face a downward spiral that results in addiction, incar-
ceration, or death? Current understanding on youth delinquency
and violence indicates that no single factor can predict who is like-
ly to engage in violence and delinquency. Rather it is generally
believed that multiple factors combine to contribute to and shape
behavior over the course of adolescent development. Studies sug-
gest that it is the confluence of certain ‘risk’ factors that contribute
to violence and delinquency, and the existence of certain ‘protec-
tive’ factors that develop resiliency.

Drs. Kristin Mmari and Robert Blum have led a study that com-
pares the risk and protective factors for delinquent behaviors
among American Indian youth in three tribal communities: an
urban Southwest site, a rural Midwest site, and a Southwest reser-
vation site. At each community, focus group discussions were used
to gather data from elders, parents, youth workers, and youth.
Findings showed that the key source for increasing risk and pro-
tection for delinquent behaviors among American Indian youth is
the family. In particular is the presence of a parent, and having a
parent available for discussing problems. In terms of risk, the ero-
sion of the traditional extended family system and the lack of
parental/caregiver discipline were also perceived to heighten the
likelihood that youth in their communities would be involved in
delinquent behaviors. Participants at each site also identified

unique risk and protective factors – some of which have never
been mentioned in the literature, such as the per-capita policy in
the Midwest site which allows every graduating senior to receive a
large sum of money that was made from the gaming casinos. While
these findings cannot be generalized to all American Indian tribes,
they do suggest a set of common factors that need to be addressed
if we are to help American Indian families support their children
and protect them from harm. Most important are interventions that
strengthen parent-adolescent communication and parenting skills.
At the same time, interventions need to be tailored to fit the partic-
ular cultural context, as this study also showed that each site has
a unique set of factors that relate to youth delinquency.

Risk and Protective Factors for
Delinquent Behaviors among
American Indian Youth
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Homeless Youth

The National Survey of Adolescent Males (NSAM) has been a
ground-breaking project from first inception. It was instrumental
in the development of the sections on male sexuality in Healthy
People 2010 and was used to model the male sample for NSFG
2002. The addition of Wave IV adds to the potential value of the
work. It will give us both a snapshot of male sexual behavior in
2008 and an unprecedented longer view of young men in America
since 1988.

NSAM is a longitudinal study of the sexual and reproductive health
behavior of nationally representative sample of men, spanning 20
years of development. After two years of designing and program-
ming an hour-long telephone survey to collect event histories, the
fourth wave of NSAM will be launched on February 12, 2008. In
1988, 1880 unmarried men, aged 15 – 19, were interviewed in
person about their sexual behaviors, contraceptive use, attitudes
toward and knowledge of sexually transmitted diseases, and other
reproductive health issues. Many of these men were interviewed
again in 1990-91 and for a third time in 1995. Now these men are
aged 32 to 39 and we have a lot to learn from them about what has
happened since we last spoke with them.

This study is unique in its exclusive focus on men and attempt to
collect an event history of romantic unions and fertility for men
over a span of 12 to 20 years (since they were last interviewed) as
well as data on their fathering experiences such as the amount and
kind of time they spend with their children.

Freya Sonenstein, Director of the Center for Adolescent Health and
Professor in the department of Population, Family and
Reproductive Health is the study PI. Her research team includes
PFRH faculty and Center affiliates Nan Astone and Jacinda
Dariotis. Frank Sifakis from the Department of Epidemiology and
Joseph Pleck from the University of Illinois, Champagne/Urbana
are also key members of the research team.

Vignetta Charles, a third year doctoral student in the department,
has been working with the Center for Adolescent Health for the
past two years to understand the plight of homeless youth in
Baltimore. This population is hidden and under the radar. In fact,
the number of homeless youth in Baltimore is unknown. Without
an understanding of the magnitude of the problem, it is virtually
impossible to allocate resources to address the needs of this vul-
nerable population.

As part of her dissertation research and work at the Center, Ms.
Charles organized a working conference of demographers and
youth practitioners to figure out how to estimate this difficult-to-
reach group of youth. Sponsored by the Center for Adolescent
Health and the Hopkins Population Center, the goal of this small
working conference was to develop a comprehensive estimation
strategy to rigorously comprehend the number of youth in
Baltimore encountering homelessness. “Getting the uncommon
bedfellows of demographers, youth-serving practitioners, and
advocates together was not only unique, but made the work so
much richer,” Ms. Charles said. “I wanted to make sure there was
equal reliance and respect for the expertise of all groups at the
meeting. It’s not about the scientists imposing their research
thoughts and needs. The conference wasn’t about lip service to
‘community input.’ It was about an issue that evolved from the
community, addresses a community need, and makes sure that
community voices get heard—not just the scientists. That’s what
community-based participatory research is about.”

National Survey of
Adolescent Males (NSAM)
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An ambitious project to understand the interplay between the envi-
ronment and children’s health in the U.S. has been launched
across the country. The National Children’s Study (NCS) is the first
of its kind: a nationally representative, prospective cohort study
designed to gather data from more than 100,000 children up to
the age of 21. Two faculty members from PFRH are co-
Investigators on a newly funded Study Center for the NCS. Dr
Janet DiPietro and Dr. Deborah Perry, joined an interdisciplinary
team of researchers led by Dr. Lynn Goldman (EHS), to recruit
1,000 pregnant women from Baltimore County, Maryland over the
next five years. The NCS is jointly funded by NICHD and EPA and
will examine the effects of environmental influences on the health
and development. The data collected for this study includes bio-
logical samples (such as blood and saliva), observational data on
parenting and child development, and a wide array of direct meas-
ures of the environment (i.e., air quality in the homes and commu-
nities, noise levels, soil contaminants). Data gathered from this
study will provide important insights into the relationships between
a variety of environmental exposures on the health and well-being
of children, including but not limited to: biological and chemical
factors; physical surroundings; and gene-environment interac-
tions. By studying children during different phases of growth and
development, researchers will be better able to understand the role
of these factors on health and disease.

National Children’s Study
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FA M I LY H E A LT H

When researchers ask questions that challenge conventional wisdom, they

come away with thought-provoking new information. For example, our

researchers are becoming a national voice for early childhood development

by focusing on strategies for investing in children’s futures. Our researchers

have shed important light on the many stressors that affect children with a

parent in the military. They are also developing interventions to prevent

maternal depression in the early postpartum period. Here are some of their

findings.
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Childhood Health Problems and Prevention Strategies: Costs and
Benefits,” was produced and disseminated by the PAES and pub-
lication of the journal manuscript is anticipated in 2008.

Also in this arena, Drs. Bernard Guyer, Sai Ma and Deborah Perry
consulted with the George Kaiser Foundation about the health care
needs of poor children in child care and early education in Tulsa,
OK. The Two-Generation Poverty Intervention project is part of a
larger Foundation program to address both parent and child pover-
ty, improve child development and school performance, and
address health.

In a new phase of the Investing in Children’s Futures initiative, the
WCHPC is preparing an analytical paper titled, “Reconceptualizing
Health and the Heath System in Early Childhood” for Dr. Jack
Shonkoff, Director of the Harvard Center on the Developing Child,
in an effort to introduce health issues into an agenda focused pri-
marily on development and education. An expert panel is helping
to frame child health, identify the health needs of children in early
life, critique the current system of health care delivery, and identi-
fy criteria and characteristics for a system that will meet the needs
of children and families. This project involves WCHPC faculty
Kevin Frick, Holly Grason, Bernard Guyer, Sai Ma, Cynthia
Minkovitz, Deborah Perry and Anne Riley.

Investing in Children’s Futures

The Women’s and Children’s Health Policy Center (WCHPC) is
becoming a national voice for “investing in children’s futures” by
(a) translating knowledge about the science of children’s health
and the consequences of social inequality into child policy and
public health practice, and (b) generating new knowledge through
relevant research, particularly focused on strategies for investing in
children’s futures. To date, most work on investing in children’s
futures has focused on early childhood development and educa-
tion. Faculty of the WCHPC are one of the first groups to introduce
children’s health into this agenda, emphasizing the significant
health burdens in early childhood and the significance of this early
period in life in shaping health across the entire life course and the
later cost consequences of poor health in early life. This work is
organized through a series of partnerships and funded projects. It
has already resulted in some significant scholarship and the pres-
entation of research findings widely across the country.

In a study funded by the Partnership for America’s Economic
Success, the Zanvyl and Isabelle Krieger Fund and the Association
of Maternal and Child Health Programs, researchers completed
systematic reviews of literature on four topics – tobacco exposure,
obesity, mental health, and injury – with a focus on the period of
birth to school entry and documenting the future health implica-
tions, the cost implications, and identifying rigorously implement-
ed and evaluated interventions. Project findings were presented to
the Partnership for America’s Economic Success (PAES) at the
National Press Club, for the Committee on Economic
Development, and at a workshop with Nobel laureate James
Heckman. A policy brief synthesizing the findings entitled, “Early
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When mothers are depressed, their parenting practices can be
impacted; research has shown that women who are depressed
may have trouble getting their children in for well-child visits, prac-
ticing good injury prevention, and maintaining consistency in their
discipline. These women may also have greater levels of conflict
with their partners and are more likely to be socially isolated.
Through these disruptions in parenting and relationships, untreat-
ed maternal depression can have lasting effects on children’s
development, academic achievement and long-term mental
health. Dr. Deborah Perry (PFRH) is collaborating with Dr. Darius
Tandon (Pediatrics/PFRH) and Dr. Tamar Mendelson (Mental
Health) on a new initiative designed to address the impact of
maternal depression in perinatal populations in Baltimore. This
project builds upon preliminary results of a nearly completed ran-
domized prevention trial to reduce postpartum depression con-
ducted by Dr. Perry and her collaborator at George Washington
University. Early results suggest that women who participated in
the cognitive-behavioral group classes (Mothers and Babies
course) had fewer episodes of major depression in the early post-
partum period compared with women receiving usual care. These
findings encouraged the JHSPH team to work with several of the
home visiting programs in Baltimore City to determine if this
approach could be adapted and adopted by their staff. Focus
group data with staff at Healthy Families and Healthy Start under-
score the unmet needs for mental health prevention and treatment
services for many of the young mothers served by these programs.
Women served by these programs described the variety of stres-
sors that they face in raising their young children—often in unsta-
ble housing, with limited social support, and histories of trauma
and violence. Dr. Perry and her colleagues will to be analyzing the
data from these focus groups to develop a preventive intervention
that will fit with the cultural context of these women’s lives and the
home visiting programs that serve them.

In much of the developing world maternal mortality is the leading
cause of death of women of child bearing age. Cynthia Stanton’s
work in the area of maternal health and survival in Africa, Asia and
Latin America included macro-level activities, as well as focused
efforts to document individual health care provider practices dur-
ing the intrapartum period at the hospital and health-center level.
At the national level, Dr. Stanton worked with colleagues from var-
ious international agencies and Harvard University to promote the
measurement of maternal mortality via the 2010 round of popula-
tion censuses, co-sponsored workshops regarding analysis of
maternal mortality census-based data and is revising a manual on
the measurement and analysis of maternal mortality via the cen-
sus. At the health facility level, she has focused on documenting
indications for cesarean and the use of uterotonics (e.g., for induc-
tion and augmentation of labor and delivery of the placenta) as a
means of prompting policy discussion and change to ensure cost-
effective use of these potentially life-saving interventions in devel-
oping country settings.

Maternal Depression Maternal Morbidity
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Over the past decade, television (TV) viewing and media exposure
increasingly have been recognized as major public health con-
cerns. The American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) discourages
TV viewing among children less than two years of age and recom-
mends children two years and older limit their time with entertain-
ment media to no more than one to two hours daily. The AAP also
recommends not having a TV set in children's bedrooms. Yet
despite these recommendations, many young children are con-
suming significantly more than two hours of TV viewing daily.

A number of studies have demonstrated the negative effects of
heavy TV viewing in early childhood on a range of subsequent
health and developmental outcomes including obesity, poor cogni-
tive and social skills, behavior problems and irregular sleeping pat-
terns. However, a recent study, published in the October 2007
issue of the journal Pediatrics, by doctoral student, Kamila Mistry
and her Hopkins colleagues suggests that the timing of TV expo-
sure plays an important role in predicting children’s developmen-
tal outcomes.

For the study, parents were surveyed about their child’s television
viewing habits at age 2 and 5. The results indicated that the effect
of TV exposure on children’s behavior and social skills varied by
timing of exposure. Viewing >2 hours of TV a day at ages 2 and 5
was associated with behavior problems at age 5 and did not have
an impact on social skills. However, for children who watched >2

hours of TV a day at age 2 but reduced their viewing by age 5,
there was no greater risk of behavior or social problems.

The findings of this study have important implications for parents
and pediatric practitioners. First, pediatric practitioners, having
frequent contact with parents in the early years, should underscore
the risks associated with heavy television viewing and promote
alternate activities for children. Second, given that children who
discontinue heavy TV viewing by 5 years had no greater risk of
adverse behavioral and social skills outcomes, it is vital for practi-
tioners to also consistently emphasize the importance of reducing
TV viewing in early childhood among those children with early use.
Study results indicated more than fifty percent of children who
watched >2 hours of TV daily in early childhood continue heavy TV
exposure in later childhood. This represents a significant opportu-
nity for prevention and highlights that it is never too late to talk to
parents about curbing their children’s viewing habits.

The results of this study were disseminated widely and received
notable press coverage in the New York Times, USA Today,
Reuters Health, MSNBC and a number of local newspapers.

Timing of TV Exposure and
Predicting Behavior and Social
Outcomes for Children
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The Military Child Initiative (MCI), a project supported by the
Department of Defense, focuses on improving the school climate
and environment for military children and in so doing, to improve
school engagement for all highly mobile children. Early descriptive
studies on military youth found that adolescents experiencing mul-
tiple residential moves and parental separation due to a parent’s
deployment exhibited great distress and symptoms of what was
termed Military Family Syndrome. More recent quantitative studies
have found that many of these earlier findings may not be true,
and instead be due more to the level of concurrent stressors fac-
ing the family (for example, financial and/or maternal psy-
chopathology). However, most of the extant research has been
conducted during peacetime, and thus may not generalize to
today’s military youth whose parents are facing deployment at
increasing rates. The current study, led by departmental faculty,
Drs. Kristin Mmari, Robert Blum, Catherine Bradshaw, and
Kathlene Roche, and doctoral student May Sudhinaraset, used
qualitative methods to better understand the unique stressors
faced by mobile military youth, as reported through 11 focus
groups conducted with military students, parents, and school per-
sonnel. Findings revealed that one of the most important sources

for families is adjusting and readjusting to new roles and responsi-
bilities following a parental deployment. Notably, this stress was
primarily felt after the deployed parent returned. School personnel
also commented that many teachers and counselors are not pre-
pared to deal with deployment issues among the military students.
Another source of stress that was primarily mentioned by youth
was related to the frequent moves they have to make during the
course of their parent’s military service. While a few students actu-
ally liked receiving an opportunity to ‘start all over again’, the
majority of students disliked having to say good-bye to friends and
make new relationships – especially if the move occurred during
the middle of a school year. Recommendations for supporting mil-
itary students include increasing communication between schools
and with families, providing professional development for staff, and
altering school policies and procedures to better support military
students.

The Military Child Initiative:
Children Dealing with Having a
Parent in the Military
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R E P R O D U C T I V E H E A LT H

In the United States and around the world—from Ethiopia to Peru, Uganda to

the Philippines—researchers in our Department are increasing knowledge

and understanding of reproductive health. Some of this work focused on ado-

lescent behaviors and associated health risks, as youth form patterns that will

govern their sexual practices through adulthood. Other studies shed light on

male circumcision as a major tool for preventing the spread of HIV. In all of

our efforts, we work to improve reproductive health within the cultural con-

text of people’s lives.
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Claims that women who have elective abortions will experience
psychological distress, or a post-abortion syndrome akin to post-
traumatic stress disorder, have fueled much of the recent debate
on abortion. Some argue that the emotional consequences of
abortion may not occur until months or years after the event. The
U.S. Supreme Court, while noting that “we find no reliable data to
measure the phenomenon,” cited adverse mental health out-
comes for women as part of the rationale for limiting lateterm abor-
tions.

At the request of President Reagan, in 1989, U.S. Surgeon
General C. Everett Koop reviewed the research examining the psy-
chological effect of elective abortion and concluded in a letter to
the President that the politics of abortion skewed our scientific
understanding of its impact. Koop went on to state that the empir-
ical evidence linking abortion to negative mental health outcomes
was inconclusive and subject to investigator bias. Subsequently,
other reviews have also found the literature to be inconclusive or
reflective of normal stress and coping. Despite claims of emotion-
al harm, the existence of any post-abortion syndrome has yet to be
established empirically.

Doctoral students Vignetta Charles, Chelsea Polis, and Dr. Robert
Blum of PFRH, along with Srinivas Sridhara from the Department
of Mental Health, prepared a research brief that looks at recent
research on elective abortion and long-term mental health out-
comes.

The researchers found that:
• Abortion research continues to be personally and politically

motivated.
• Recent studies show improved methodology, but study quality

varies, making many findings suspect.
• The best quality studies indicate no significant differences in

long-term mental health between women who choose to termi-
nate a pregnancy and those who do not.

Drs. Kathleen Cardona and Laurie Schwab Zabin are collaborating
with the Baltimore City Health Department in a program designed
to both enhance the role of the family planning clinic and to
encourage parental involvement in adolescent contraceptive
method choice and continuation. This intervention, which
embraces innovative technological methods, involves female
clients (age 20 and under) who frequent the Healthy Teens &
Young Adults Center in Baltimore City over an 18-month period.
Project staff will provide individualized methods counseling and
will contact each client regularly beginning two weeks post-enroll-
ment and then at least monthly to discuss issues such as side
effects, method use, and appointment reminders. Clients will be
able to choose from being contacted by methods such as text mes-
saging, email, cell phone, and potentially a project MySpace page.
These contacts will be scheduled, initiated, and recorded using a
new web-based database designed for this project, enabling the
clinic to provide regular, longitudinal follow-up. Clients will be
encouraged to invite a parent/key adult to sessions with a health
educator to learn about contraceptive options and communication
techniques to reinforce their teen’s appropriate use of contracep-
tion and reproductive health services. Outcomes will include
increasing the initiation and continued use of appropriate contra-
ception, and reducing the rate of unintended pregnancy occurring
within one year of enrollment. CONTAC-U’s goal is to produce an
easily replicable, technology based and adolescent-friendly means
of continuing contact to enhance contraceptive protection among
adolescents.

Abortion and Mental Health Connecting with Teens About
Contraceptive Use (CONTAC-U)
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Preterm birth is a leading cause of infant morbidity and mortality
and is associated with numerous familial, social, and economic
costs related to intensive medical care and developmental deficits
of surviving very preterm infants. The immediate economic costs
of preterm birth alone have been estimated to exceed $15 billion
annually. The burden of adverse perinatal events, including
preterm birth and infant death, is not equally distributed by race.
Black infants are consistently more than twice as likely as white
infants to die within the first year of life.

A study by recent doctoral graduate and now postdoctoral fellow,
Ashley Schempf, published in the American Journal of Public
Health found that the majority of the black-white gap in infant mor-
tality could be attributed to the four-fold greater rate of extremely
preterm birth (<28 weeks) among black infants. While the overall
black-white disparity in preterm birth declined during the 1990s,
there was no change in the disparity of extremely preterm birth,
and consequently no change in the infant mortality ratio. These
findings show that major progress in reducing the black-white
infant mortality gap will require improved prevention of extremely
preterm birth among black infants, adding impetus to ongoing
investigations of underlying social, environmental, and intergener-
ational determinants.

Randomized trials in Uganda conducted by Drs. Maria Wawer and
Ronald Gray of the Rakai Health Sciences Program (RHSP)
showed that male circumcision reduced HIV acquisition in men by
around 60 percent. These trials have also shown that circumcision
protects men from genital ulceration (a risk factor for HIV), and
from herpes virus, which is the major cause of genital ulceration.
On the basis of these findings, the World Health Organization
(WHO) now recommends male circumcision be promoted as a
component of strategies to prevent HIV infection. In addition, com-
plications of circumcision surgery were similar in HIV-infected and
uninfected men but early resumption of sex increased the rates of
complications. However, in a parallel trial of male circumcision in
HIV-infected men, the procedure was not found to protect female
partners from HIV acquisition. Also, among couples who resumed
intercourse before the wound was fully healed, there was an
increased risk of HIV infection in women. Thus, an important mes-
sage is that couples must abstain from sex until the wound is fully
healed (about six weeks postoperatively) both to reduce complica-
tions of surgery and to prevent risk to female partners. These
research findings generated substantial media publicity and there
is an increasing demand for male circumcision in sub-Saharan
Africa. Thus, there is an urgent need to scale up programs for safe
surgery in order to meet this demand. The RHSP is providing train-
ing and services, and is planning innovative mobile circumcision
teams to provide surgery to widespread rural populations.

Preterm Disparities Male Circumcision:
A Major Tool to Preventing the
Spread of HIV
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Integration of Family Planning and
Voluntary HIV Counseling and
Testing Services in Ethiopia

PFRH is now leading a global effort in conducting research on
obstetric fistula, a major cause of women’s morbidity in the devel-
oping world. A special supplement by International Journal of
Gynecology and Obstetrics was published in 2007 on the “preven-
tion and treatment of obstetric fistula: identifying research needs
and public health priorities”, which was edited by Saifuddin
Ahmed and Cynthia Stanton, Assistant Professors in the depart-
ment, with Rene Genadry of Johns Hopkins School of Medicine.
The volume contains 27 scientific papers from the leading
researchers in the area.

Obstetric fistula, which develops after a difficult childbirth, leads to
continuous urinary and fecal incontinence, and causes devastat-
ing physical and mental suffering for millions of women in devel-
oping countries. Although surgical treatment options are available,
little is known about the long-term prognosis of such procedures
and vast majority of women suffering from fistula even do not have
access to surgical repairs. The United Nations Population Fund
(UNFPA), World Health Organization (WHO) and Johns Hopkins
University, in collaboration with medical institutions in seven high
fistula prevalent countries, is now conducting a multicountry study
to examine post-operative prognosis, improvement in quality of life,
social integration, and rehabilitation of fistula patients after surgi-
cal treatments. This study is now being implemented in
Bangladesh, Benin, Ethiopia, Mali, Niger, Nigeria, and Sudan. The
current fistula classification systems are based on anatomical
descriptions and have never been validated for prognostic out-
comes. The study data will be further utilized for developing a stan-
dardized classification system that allows the predictability of prog-
nosis. The standardized classification of fistula would help in
describing epidemiology according to severity, devising type-spe-
cific treatment protocols, assessing training needs for surgeons,
and allocating limited medical resources for the optimal care of fis-
tula patients in resource poor settings. Saifuddin Ahmed,
Assistant Professor, is the Principal Investigator, and Cynthia
Stanton, Assistant Professor and Rene Genadry, Associate
Professor, are the Co-PI of the study.

Drs. Duff Gillespie, Heena Brahmbhatt, and doctoral student
Heather Bradley are conducting research in Ethiopia on the inte-
gration of family planning and voluntary HIV counseling and test-
ing (VCT) services. The main objective of the study is to assess
whether or not the inclusion of family planning counseling and pro-
vision of contraceptives in VCT sessions meets the clients’ repro-
ductive health needs and desires. Over 8000 VCT clients from
eight public sector health facilities will be interviewed about their
contraceptive use, fertility intentions, unmet need for contracep-
tion and barriers to contraceptive use. Client data are collected
before and after VCT counselors begin offering family planning
services. Health providers are also interviewed pre- and post inter-
vention.

According to the baseline data, nearly 30 percent of HIV-negative,
female VCT clients are currently using a contraceptive method,
compared with 22 percent of those testing HIV-positive. However,
given the large proportion of women expressing a current desire to
delay or prevent pregnancy (88 percent of HIV-negative women
compared with 94 percent of HIV-positive women), unmet need for
contraception was still quite high, estimated at 32 percent among
HIV-negative women and 42 percent among HIV-positive women.
Unmet need for contraception was similarly high among women’s
male partners: 34 percent among HIV-negative men and 43 per-
cent among HIV-positive men. Post-intervention data will be col-
lected in early-2008 and will shed light on clients’ actual use of
family planning services during VCT sessions.

This study is a partnership between Pathfinder International-
Ethiopia, the Miz-Hasab Research Center, JHPIEGO and the Johns
Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health. It is funded by The
David and Lucile Packard Foundation, The William and Flora
Hewlett Foundation, and the Bill and Melinda Gates Institute for
Population and Reproductive Health.

Multi-Country Research on
Obstetric Fistula
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Doctoral student Chelsea Polis and colleagues recently published
a Cochrane systematic review and meta-analysis examining the
effect of advance provision of emergency contraception (EC) on
pregnancy rates, sexually transmitted infections, and contraceptive
behaviors. Advocates have hoped that easier access to EC via
advance provision could help women use EC more quickly, and
therefore, more effectively. Critics have worried that advance pro-
vision would increase risky sexual behaviors and decrease use of
condoms or other contraceptive methods. The meta-analysis
revealed that on a population level, advance provision has not
reduced pregnancy rates when compared to conventional provi-
sion. Advance provision did increase use of EC and decrease the
length of time between unprotected sex and EC use, but these
changes did not translate into decreased pregnancy rates. Women
did not always use EC when they were at risk; some women who
became pregnant reported not using EC in the cycle during which
the pregnancy occurred. The review also found that advance pro-
vision did not increase sexually transmitted infections, nor
decrease use of condoms or other contraceptive methods. The full
review was published in The Cochrane Library, and a shorter ver-
sion was published in Obstetrics and Gynecology. The review also
received international and domestic media attention.

Advance Provision of Emergency
Contraception for Pregnancy
Prevention
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C E N T E R S

The Department of Population, Family and Reproductive Health is one of many

components of the complex organization that is the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg

School of Public Health. Within the Department are several centers of focused

activity, where scientists with similar research interests come together,

where ideas find a welcome reception and a valuable sounding board and

where collaborations grow naturally from the rich mix of inquiry. We share

with you here descriptions of the Department’s centers and some of their proj-

ects. We believe we have only begun to tap their potential and promise.
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The Gates Institute was a co-sponsor of an international meeting in July 2005
in Baltimore, titled “Prevention and Treatment of Obstetric Fistula: Identifying
Research Needs and Public Health Priorities”. As one of the products of that
meeting, in November 2007, The International Journal of Gynecology and
Obstetrics published a supplement that included 28 selected articles from the
meeting. Drs. Saifuddin Ahmed and Cindy Stanton (JHSPH) and Rene
Genadry (JHSM) edited the supplement.

Because the Gates Institute suspended its scholar program in 2006, there
were no new Gates scholars during 2007. The four remaining Gates doctoral
scholars all passed their School-wide preliminary oral examinations in 2007
and are now working on their dissertation research. The Institute gave 3-6
month internship awards to four JHSPH students in 2007. The students car-
ried out their internships with Gates partners in Ghana and Malawi. Also in
2007, one PFRH doctoral student, Esther Kaggwa, received a Gates Institute
dissertation research grant to conduct her field research in Uganda.

The Health Services Academy (HSA) of the Government of Pakistan’s
Ministry of Health was added to the academic network of Gate partners in
2007.

Reproductive Health Advocacy
In 2005 Dr. Duff Gillespie, in collaboration with the International Planned
Parenthood Federation and Nigerian colleagues, developed AdvocacyNigeria.
The national advocacy initiative aims to build a corps of reproductive health
champions to influence policy makers and government leaders in addressing
in-country reproductive health needs. In June 2006, the Gates Institute collab-
orated with the Ministry of Population Welfare (MOPW), Pakistan, to convene
a population summit to advance intersectoral efforts among line ministries and
nonprofit organizations for population stabilization. In August 2007, the first
Country Global Pathways (CGP) Coordinating Meeting was held in London.
The two-day meeting brought together the five advocacy groups from Egypt,
Mexico, Brazil, Tanzania and Nigeria to share experiences in their coalition
building and advocacy activities.

In October 2007, Dr. Duff Gillespie was invited to testify on the Mexico City
Policy before the US House Committee on Foreign Affairs. The 4-hour long
hearing, enabled Committee members to hear about the impact of the Global
Gag Rule in Ghana and Nigeria and the value of contraception in preventing
unintended pregnancies. Dr. Gillespie’s statement addressed the failure of the
policy’s goal to prevent liberalization of abortion laws and reducing the inci-
dence of abortions in the developing world.

Bill and Melinda Gates Institute for
Population and Reproductive Health

The Bill and Melinda Gates Institute for Population and Reproductive Health
works to strengthen population and reproductive health training programs,
conduct collaborative policy-relevant research, develop reproductive health
leaders and mobilize new resources in developing countries. It currently works
in 17 countries with academic leaders, researchers, policy makers and pro-
gram practitioners.

In February 2007, the Gates Institute in collaboration with the Johns Hopkins
School of Public Health, University of Ghana and the Kwame Nkrumah
University of Science and Technology (KNUST), organized a one-week work-
shop on Adolescent Sexual and Reproductive Health (ASRH) in Akonsombo,
Ghana. Participants were comprised of academicians, health program man-
agers and policy makers from Ghana and Nigeria. Dr Robert Blum (JHSPH)
andDr.SegunFatusi (ObafemiAwolowoUniversity,Nigeria)were the resource
persons for the workshop. Also in August 2007, the Institute, in collaboration
with the Center for Reproductive Health, University of Ibadan, Nigeria, con-
ducted a training workshop titled “Child Health in Africa: Curriculum
Development Workshop”, in Ibadan, Nigeria. The workshop was aimed at
enhancing the public health component of the child health curriculum in
African universities and other training institutions. The participants were com-
prisedofacademicians frompartneruniversitiesandseniorpublichealthwork-
ers from government and NGOs who are involved in training, policy and serv-
ices in child health and nutrition, from Nigeria, Ghana and Ethiopia. The work-
shop was facilitated by Dr. Bernard Guyer (JHSPH).

This map highlights the seventeen countries in which the Gates Foundation currently works. Those
countries include: Burma Thailand Border, China, Egypt, Ethiopia, Ghana, India, Indonesia, Jamaica,
Malawi, Mexico, Nepal, Nigeria, Pakistan, Philippines, Uganda, Taiwan and Vietnam.
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The Hopkins Population Center (HPC), now in its 36th year, brings
together the diverse talent of the Johns Hopkins University’s large
core of population scientists, ranging across the Krieger School of
Arts and Sciences, Bloomberg School of Public Health, School of
Medicine, School of Nursing and other academic enterprises. The
HPC is a University-wide research center that promotes and sup-
ports innovative population research and interdisciplinary collabo-
ration.

The overarching goals are to promote exemplary cross-disciplinary
research in population and health, to facilitate the submission of
successful applications for NIH and foundation research support
and to assist in the training of new population researchers at the
graduate and postdoctoral level. The three primary HPC research
themes are 1) Poverty and welfare policy, 2) Sexual and reproduc-
tive health and 3) Transition to Adulthood and Family Demography.

This past year the HPC completed a competing renewal process to
establish their agenda for the next five years. The HPC plans to
continue and expand the development and promotion of research
that brings together groups of biomedical, public health and social
science researchers.

HPC Pilot Research Grants
The HPC is using developmental infrastructure funds from NICHD
in several ways: providing seed grants, supporting working groups,
and supporting research and policy workshops and mini-confer-
ences. Its goal is to encourage interdisciplinary research and to
support the development of new investigators.

1. Biology and Environment in Race/Ethnic Disparities in
Childhood Obesity
Jonathan Ellen & Andrew Cherlin

2. Consequences of Birth Weight
Nan Astone

3. Migration, the State and Health Transition in Southern Chad
Lori Leonard

4. Parity and Later-Life Health among Women in Egypt
David Bishai

5. Mental Health Needs of Older Displaced Persons within the
Republic of Georgia
Courtland Robinson

6. Population-Based Explanations for the Increase in Obesity in
Western Countries
Lingxin Hao & Thomas Glass

7. Successful Black Marriages
Katrina Bell McDonald

8. Life Table Imbalances in Infant and Adult Mortality
Vladimir Canudas-Romo

First Annual Symposium on Policy and Health
In 2007 HPC established a collaboration with the Population
Reference Bureau to have an annual symposium bringing impor-
tant health research topics to the public and to policy makers. The
first symposium entitled “How Important Are the Long-Term
Consequences of Low Birth Weight?” was held on May 31, 2007 at
the National Press Club in Washington D.C. The symposium was
moderated by Andrew Cherlin, the HPC Director, and speakers
included Dalton Conley, University Professor of the Social Sciences
and Chair of Sociology at New York University and Marie
McCormick, Sumner and Esther Feldberg Professor of Maternal
and Child Health in the Department of Society, Human
Development, and Health at the Harvard School of Public Health,
and Professor of Pediatrics at Harvard Medical School. The impli-
cations of research for policy were discussed by Dr. Woodie Kessel,
Assistant Surgeon General, USPHS, (Ret.). PRB hosts a webcast
of this event. The 2008 symposium will be on HIV in Africa.

More information about these projects and other HPC initiatives
may be found at http://web.jhu.edu/popcenter/.
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The Center for Adolescent Health conducts research to identify
young people’s strengths and needs and evaluates interventions to
promote adolescent health and well-being. Center faculty mem-
bers work with committed community partners on projects that
have both scholarly and practical utility. Collaboratively, they
design research projects to build the capacity of all parties and
actively involve young people as advisors in the research process.

Expanding Horizons Program Sends Two Students to Nicaragua
Expanding Horizons is a competitive summer scholarship program that
gives Baltimore’s inner city youth an opportunity to try their hand at
something new. Applicants receive up to $500 for a summer program
that they would like to attend. In the summer of 2007, two of the five
recipients, both students at the Academy for College and Career
Exploration (ACCE), received funding for a trip to Nicaragua to work
with Bridges to Community. Nicole Smith (age 16) and Robert L.
Moore (age 18) traveled to Nicaragua where Robert helped build
homes for families in need and Nicole helped build latrines that collect
rain water as part of a clean water project.

Photo Voice Calendar Featured on CDC Website
Our Youth Advisory Committee (YAC) provides a close connection to
the community of young people in Baltimore. The Center relies on
input from these young community members between the ages of 13
and 21 to ensure they have a voice in guiding our efforts. During 2006
and 2007 the YAC worked with Baltimore Sun photojournalist Andre
Chung to express their understanding of Baltimore through a Photo
Voice project. The result, “Love Through the Eyes of Baltimore Youth”
illustrated just how positively these young people view their lives with
family, friends and neighbors. Their photographs were made into a cal-
endar which was widely distributed before the 2007 winter holidays.
The calendar will be featured on the CDC website during the week of
February 18 – 22, 2008.

National Survey of Adolescent Males (NSAM): Wave IV is launched
The National Survey of Adolescent Males is a longitudinal study of
the sexual and reproductive health behavior of a nationally repre-
sentative sample of men, spanning 20 years of development. In
1988, 1,880 unmarried, noninstiutionalized men aged 15 to 19
were first interviewed about their sexual behaviors, contraceptive
use, and health-related attitudes. These men were followed-up in-
person in 1990-91 and again in 1995. Work on designing, pro-
gramming, and pretesting the telephone interview has been under-
way for two and a half years. An event history of romantic unions
and fatherhood transitions will be collected over the telephone.
The research team completed this work in 2007 and on February
12, 2008 the study will be fielded when staff from Temple
University SRI will begin contacting 1,823 prior respondents – now
32 to 39 years of age.

NSAM has been a ground-breaking project from first inception. It
was instrumental in the development of the sections on male sex-
uality in Healthy People 2010 and was used to model the male
sample for NSFG 2002. The addition of Wave IV adds to the
potential value of the work. It will give us both a snapshot of male
sexual behavior in 2008 and an unprecedented longer view of the
young male in America since 1988.

NSAM: Wave IV will be a telephone survey, testing new T-ACASI
software using pre-recorded items. In this way respondents will be
able to answer more intimate questions with an automated ques-
tionnaire, in turn minimizing concern that other people will hear
their answers to items asking for detailed information on sexual
behavior and partner relationships. Another change from the orig-
inal survey is the addition of questions focusing on fatherhood, in
particular on the amount and kind of time spent with children.

Freya Sonenstein, Director of the Center for Adolescent Health and
Professor in the department of Population, Family and
Reproductive Health is the study PI. Her research team includes
PFRH faculty and Center affiliates Nan Astone and Jacinda
Dariotis. Frank Sifakis from the Department of Epidemiology and
Joe Pleck from the University of Illinois, Champagne/Urbana are
also key members of the research team.

The Center for Adolescent Health
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The Johns Hopkins Urban Health Institute (UHI) was established
by the President of the University to serve as an interface between
Johns Hopkins and the Baltimore community in which it resides. In
2007, Dr. Robert Blum was named director of the UHI.

The UHI focuses its work on improving communication and infor-
mation exchange and fostering collaborative research and under-
standing between Johns Hopkins and the City of Baltimore. To this
end, the UHI publishes a quarterly newsletter, maintains a website
on research and activities going on throughout Baltimore, and pro-
duces periodic inserts for East Baltimore churches. In February
2007, the UHI published its inaugural issue of the Journal of Progress
in Community Health Partnerships. The mission of the Journal is to
facilitate dissemination of programs that use community partnerships
to improve public health, to promote progress in the methods of
research and education involving community health partnerships, and
to stimulate action that will improve the health of people in communi-
ties.

UHI faculty and staff participate on numerous panels and work
groups throughout the community that aim to understand
Baltimore perspectives, beliefs, and perceptions of what it takes to
survive and thrive under challenging circumstances. In 2007, the
UHI began partnering with the Clergy United for Renewal in East
Baltimore (CURE) to create a series of forums to bring together
leadership from Johns Hopkins Institutions and the faith commu-
nity to share perspectives, concerns and ideas for improved collab-
oration. The first forum addressed broad issues such as chronic
health concerns, the needs of adolescents, the relocation of East
Baltimore residents, employment opportunities, and workforce
development. The second forum focused on youth-violence pre-
vention and improving access to health care.

In November 2007, the UHI held its first capacity building work-
shop, “How to Write the Program Evaluation Section of Your Grant
Proposal.” Clea McNeely, with the Center for Adolescent Health,
taught the course to a group of 30 participants from a variety of
local community-based organizations. Additionally, the UHI leads
monthly community-university roundtable discussions focused on
the interface between health and education.

These discussions are designed for faculty and students working
on urban health and development issues and are chaired by Dr.
Philip Leaf, Sr. Associate Director of the UHI.

The UHI, along with the University of Maryland, co-hosted the 6th
Annual Conference of the International Society on Urban Health
(ISUH), in Baltimore from October 31 -November 2, 2007. Dr. M.
Chris Gibbons, Associate Director of the UHI, the immediate past
president of the ISUH was the chair of the conference. The con-
ference theme was “Harnessing the Power of Technology to
Achieve Behavior Change and Improve Urban Health,” reflecting
recent improvements in health technologies and their effects on
behavior and urban health. The conference was attended by over
400 delegates from over 25 different countries ranging from the
United States and Canada to Nepal, Lebanon and Nigeria.

The UHI is working side-by-side with the Annie E. Casey
Foundation, East Baltimore Development, Inc. (EBDI) and numer-
ous community partners to develop an integrated health, educa-
tion and support service network. The network will start with pre-
natal care and will include a FamilySupport Center for children
under three years of age and their families, serve children and
youth in at least four existing schools, and establish a new pre-K
through grade eight school that will serve the residents of East
Baltimore. The new school will open in the Fall, 2009.

One of the cornerstone projects of the UHI has been and remains
the community health worker program led by Dr. M Chris Gibbons.
The Community Health Workers (CHW’s) have been deployed into
the “field” to conduct center-based activities, i.e., activities locat-
ed at the Center for Community HEALTH and include group edu-
cational workshops, health screenings, lifestyle and health coach-
ing, care coordination, medical compliance and facilitation activi-
ties. In 2007, The CHW’s began working as part of the medical
team in the OB/GYN Clinic of the East Baltimore Medical Center
and have worked with almost 400 women. With recent funding
from the Abell foundation, Dr. Gibbons will be able to complete the
development and testing of web-based decision support and client
management tool to be used by the CHW’s.
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In 2007 the Sexually Transmitted Infections (STI) Center moved to
the Department of Population, Family and Reproductive Health.
The Center has 23 participating faculty from multiple departments
across the University and is recognized nationally as one of the
pre-eminent clinical, research and training facilities in sexually
transmitted infections. Center faculty members provide clinical
leadership for the Baltimore City Health Department’s Sexually
Transmitted Disease (STD) Program and the CDC-funded STD
Prevention Training Center. The core faculty includes Drs.
Jonathan Zenilman, Anne Rompalo, Khalil Ghanem, Emily
Erbelding, Charlotte Gaydos, Jonathan Ellen (all from the School of
Medicine), David Celentano (Epidemiology) and Richard Cone
(Biophysics). From PFRH, Drs. Ron Gray, Arik Marcell, Maria
Wawer and Amy Tsui are the primary collaborators with the Center.
Drs. Zenilman, Rompalo, Ghanem, Erbelding, Gaydos and Ellen
have joint appointments in our Department. The Center provides
a core course on STI Treatment and Prevention, which is also
offered online. In 2006 the Center successfully competed for a
five-year renewal of its NIH training grant, which provides support
for five to seven graduate students and postdoctoral fellows.

Major Service and Research Activities
Acute HIV Detection. At the Baltimore Health Department, Dr.
Emily Erbelding led the implementation of the first large-scale
screening program to detect acute HIV infection in an urban STD
clinic setting. Acute HIV infection, the most infectious stage, is dif-
ficult to diagnose because antibodies have not yet developed and
traditional antibody tests will appear negative. Using the Internet
to expand STI testing- Dr. Charlotte Gaydos has developed and
implemented an Internet-based chlamydia screening program
using self-administered swabs.

Bacterial Vaginosis Behavioral Interventions. Dr. Anne Rompalo,
collaborating with Dr Hayley Mark (Nursing) have received a large
NIH grant to study the impact of behavioral interventions to reduce
douching behaviors among inner-city women. The unique aspect
of this proposal is that it focuses on mother-daughter dyads as the
unit for intervention.

HPV Vaccine Implementation. Center faculty members, Drs.
Zenilman, Blum and Ellen, have advocated at the state and feder-
al levels and in the national press for science-based approaches to
STI and reproductive health interventions as well as for implement-
ing human papillomavirus vaccine. The HPV vaccine, which was
approved by the FDA and recommended widely by the CDC in
2006, is a highly effective vaccine against the virus that causes
more than 99 percent of cervical cancers.

Domestic and International STI Training. The Center provides STI
training as a Regional CDC-funded STI/HIV Prevention Training
Center located at the Baltimore Health Department and provides
academic support and technical consultation to STI prevention
efforts worldwide. In 2007, direct didactic training was provided to
more than 3,000 reproductive health professionals.

Graduates. During the past year, recent PhD graduates of the pro-
gram have attained leadership positions in academics and public
health. Dr. Supriya Mehta is an assistant professor of epidemiolo-
gy at the University of Illinois, Dr. Aimee Kreimer is a scientist at
the National Cancer Institute working on HPV-related malignan-
cies. Dr Ruby Nguyen is an assistant professor of epidemiology at
the University of Minnesota.

Center for STI Research and
Prevention
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In its 17th year, the Women’s and Children’s Health Policy Center
(WCHPC) continues to advance the health and well-being of U.S.
families by conducting scientific and policy analyses and translat-
ing research to inform maternal and child health policies and pro-
grams, and the practice of maternal and child health nationally.
Our research on the Healthy Steps for Young Children Program
and the Dyson Foundation’s Community Pediatrics Training
Initiative continues, analyses specific to investing in children’s
futures are expanding, and new work on training MCH profession-
als and Baltimore-based research has been launched.

Ongoing National Research Projects
Since 1996, the WCHPC has led the national evaluation for the
Healthy Steps for Young Children Program, which added behavior
and development services to pediatric practices. Recent follow-up
data with more than 3,000 families documented the long-term
impacts: of those randomly assigned to receive the enhanced serv-
ices, families continued to report benefits more than two years
after the intervention ended. Compared with families who received
routine pediatric care, the sustained benefits from participation in
Healthy Steps included greater satisfaction among parents with
their child’s health care, greater odds that parent’s will report a
child’s serious behavioral issue to the pediatrician and greater
odds of children reading books. Parents also were less likely to use
severe discipline such as spanking with an object or slapping in
the face. The findings are published in the September 2007 issue
of Pediatrics.

Daily television viewing for two or more hours in early childhood
can lead to behavioral problems and poor social skills, according
to an analysis of the Healthy Steps national sample. WCHPC
researchers working with others in the JHSPH found that the
impact of TV viewing on a child’s behavior and social skills varied
by the age.. More importantly, heavy television viewing that
decreased over time was not associated with behavior or social
problems. Led by doctoral student, Kamila Mistry, the study was
featured on National Public Radio and the New York Times and
was published in the October 2007 issue of Pediatrics.

From the evaluation of the Community Pediatrics Training
Initiative, the WCHPC has found that funded residency training
programs successfully adopted robust curricular changes that
enhanced pediatrician predispositions and skills for promoting
community child health. With new funding from the Dyson
Foundation, the evaluation team will learn how these skills trans-
late to leadership positions, provision of medical homes, and
involvement in child health activities for pediatricians once estab-
lished in their careers in 2010.

Policy Analyses Promoting Focus on Children’s Health
Partnerships were established in 2007 with several high profile
national groups seeking to promote enhanced investments in chil-
dren. One new collaboration involves working with scientists to
translate what is known about early childhood health and develop-
ment into policy relevant information. Dr. Bernard Guyer is lead-
ing the WCHPC faculty team that is working with the National
Forum on Early Childhood Program Evaluation at the Harvard
Center on the Developing Child – a multi-disciplinary collaboration
of leading scholars in neuroscience, early childhood development,
pediatrics, and economics. WCHPC contributions include writing
a paper on reconceptualizing the children’s health system and par-
ticipating in the evaluation of child health promotion interventions
by building a meta-analytic data base on child health programs.
Dr. Sai Ma, a new Assistant Scientist, will lead the meta-analysis
team. Other WCHPC faculty members involved are Kevin Frick,
Holly Grason, Cynthia Minkovitz, Deborah Perry and Anne Riley.

A WCHPC faculty team also is involved in the Partnership for
America’s Economic Success. Led by Dr. Bernard Guyer, the team
of faculty and students completed a comprehensive analysis of the
evidence for investing in early childhood health. Four topics were
explored through a systematic review of the research and cost data
– strategies to reduce tobacco exposure; injury prevention; obesity
prevention; and early childhood mental health interventions.
These findings are being disseminated nationwide in the form of
translational products designed for state-level policy makers and
elected officials as well as academic publications.

The Women’s and Children’s Health
Policy Center
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New Training Opportunities for MCH Professionals in Practice

In the arena of education for practice, November 2007 marked the
launch of the MCH Leadership Skills Development Series, a mod-
ular compendium of resources that allows users to conduct their
own training sessions according to time and resource constraints.
Each module consists of both passive and active learning formats,
including videos, group exercises, a case study, video vignettes
and interviews with MCH leaders and self-reflection exercises.

Baltimore-based Studies Linked to National Research Initiatives
Deborah Perry leads the WCHPC contribution to the newly funded
JHSPH study team participated in the landmark National
Children’s Study. This study was designed to follow the growth and
development of 100,000 children from birth through age 21 and
will contribute substantial new knowledge of relevance to public
health professionals working with families. The JHSPH team is
recruiting 1,000 pregnant women for the nationally representative
sample from which a wide array of data on exposures and their
long-term effects on health and development will be collected.

A local partnership with the Baltimore City Healthy Start project
and faculty from the WCHPC will generate new knowledge about
the impact of maternal allostatic load during the interconceptional
period on subsequent health outcomes. Cynthia Minkovitz is the
academic principal investigator for the Baltimore site of the NICHD
funded Community Child Health Network, a five-site community
based participatory research project. The community principal
investigator is Maxine Reed-Vance at Baltimore City Healthy Start.

Additional information on the WCHPC’s portfolio of projects and
publications is available on our website (www.jhsph.edu/wchpc).

The Rakai Health Sciences Program (RHSP) includes just under
400 highly dedicated and energetic principal investigators, multi-
disciplinary professionals, and support staff who conduct a wide
range of reproductive health research and service activities. With a
newly-built facility in Kalisizo, Rakai District, the principal investi-
gators and staff have the resources they need to conduct cutting-
edge research.

The RHSP as well as a team from Kisumu, Kenya conducted sep-
arate randomized trials of male circumcisions which proved that
the procedure is almost 60 percent effective in preventing HIV
acquisition in men. In February 2007 RHSP investigators pub-
lished a paper in The Lancet about their findings. Time Magazine
ranked male circumcision (MC) for HIV prevention as the No. 1
medical breakthrough of 2007 and The Lancet rated the Rakai
paper as one of the top ten papers of 2007. After the December
2006 early stoppage of the trial of “Male Circumcision for HIV
Prevention, Rakai Uganda” due to efficacy, the RHSP and Dr.
Ronald Gray, PI of the study, were awarded a 5-year grant from the
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID) to fol-
low-up on original trial participants. The new grant, titled
“Circumcision: HIV/STIs and Behaviors in a RCT and post-RCT
Surveillance” will observe for possible long-term protective effects
of circumcision against HIV as well as assess potential benefits of
circumcision for STI prevention.

Dr. Maria Wawer will report on results of a second trial, funded by
the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, which showed that male
circumcision was safe and reduced genital ulcer disease (GUD) in
HIV-positive men. However, the study found that male circumci-
sion did not have direct HIV protective benefits to women, but
potentially increased risk of HIV transmission from the HIV+ male
partner to his spouse with early post-operative resumption of sex
before completed wound healing. This has programmatic implica-
tions because HIV-positive men might seek male circumcision as
services roll out, necessitating appropriate education and follow-
up.
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Deidra Bishop, East Baltimore Community Affairs, Johns
Hopkins Office of Government, Community & Public Affairs

Robert Wm. Blum, The Johns Hopkins Urban Health Institute

Reverend Karen L. Brau, Amazing Grace Evangelical
Lutheran Church

Sylvia Brown

The Honorable Elijah E. Cummings

The Honorable Ellen M. Heller

David Holtgrave, Department of Health, Behavior and Society,
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health

Ralph E. Moore, Jr., St. Frances Academy Community Center

Pamela Paulk, The Johns Hopkins Health System
Human Resources

Edgar Roulhac, Johns Hopkins University

Joshua Sharfstein, Baltimore City Health Department

Phyllis W. Sharps, Department of Community Public Health
Nursing, Johns Hopkins School of Nursing

Levi Watkins, Jr., Postdoctoral Affairs, Johns Hopkins
School of Medicine

Johns Hopkins Maternal and Child Health Training Program
Advisory Committee
Bonnie Birkel, Maryland Department of Health and

Mental Hygiene

Gladys Branic,* Manatee County Health Department

Claire Brindis, Institute for Health Policy Studies,
University of California, San Francisco

Nancy Bullock, Children with Special Health Care
Needs Program, Virginia Department of Health

Diana Cheng, Maryland Department of Health and
Mental Hygiene

Eugene Declercq, Boston University School of Public Health

Clare Dunne,* National Center for Cultural Competence,
Georgetown University

Maureen Edwards, Maryland Department of Health and
Mental Hygiene

Herman Ellis,* Delaware Health and Social Services

Lillian Gibbons, Ellicott City, MD

Gary Goldstein, Kennedy Krieger Institute

Henry Ireys, Mathematica Policy Research, Inc.

Lucia Rojas-Smith, RTI International

Kimberlee Wyche-Etheridge,* Nashville-Davidson
County Health Department

Nan Streeter,* Utah Department of Health

Josie Thomas, Executive Director, Parents Place

* Organizational representative



Population, Family and Reproductive Health
Faculty
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Full time Faculty

Professor (38%)

Associate Professor (15%)

Assistant Professor (26%)

Assistant Scientist (10%)

Senior Research Associate (3%)

Research Associate (8%)

Full Time

Emily Agree, Associate Professor

Saifuddin Ahmed, Assistant Professor

Miriam H. Alexander, Assistant Professor

Nan Marie Astone, Associate Professor

Marycatherine Augustyn,
Research Associate

Stan Becker, Professor

David M. Bishai, Associate Professor

Robert Wm. Blum, Professor

Heena Brahmbhatt, Assistant Professor

Kathleen M. Cardona,
Assistant Scientist

Blake Charvat, Research Associate

Jacinda Dariotis, Assistant Scientist

Janet DiPietro, Professor

Mark R. Emerson, Research Associate

Duff G. Gillespie, Professor

Holly A. Grason, Associate Professor

Ronald Gray, Professor

Bernard Guyer, Professor

Michelle Hindin, Associate Professor

Mary Elizabeth Hughes,
Assistant Professor

Michael A. Koenig, Professor

Sai Ma, Assistant Scientist

Clea McNeely, Assistant Professor

Cynthia Schaffer Minkovitz,
Associate Professor

Kristin Mmari, Assistant Scientist

W. Henry Mosley, Professor

Gbolahan Afolabi Oni,
Senior Research Associate

David Paige, Professor

Deborah F. Perry, Assistant Professor

Anne W. Riley, Professor

Kathleen M. Roche, Assistant Professor

Vladimir Canudas Romo,
Assistant Professor

Christopher L. Seplaki,
Assistant Professor

Freya Sonenstein, Professor

Cynthia Stanton, Assistant Professor

Donna Strobino, Professor

Amy Ong Tsui, Professor

Maria J. Wawer, Professor

Laurie Schwab Zabin, Professor



Emeritus

Lien Ping Chow, Professor

John Kantner, Professor

Rowland Rider, Professor

Ismail Sirageldin, Professor

Adjunct

Yvonne Bronner, Assistant Professor

Michele L. Dreyfuss, Assistant Professor

Linda G. Martin, Professor

Patricia O'Campo, Professor

Albert P. Sarno, Associate Professor

Joint Appointments

Jane Trowbridge Bertrand, Professor

Marc Boulay, Assistant Professor

Benjamin Caballero, Professor

Tina Lee Cheng, Associate Professor

Andrew Cherlin, Professor

Pamela K. Donohue, Assistant Professor

George J. Dover, Professor

Jonathan M. Ellen, Professor

Emily J. Erbelding, Associate Professor

Harold E. Fox, Professor

Charlotte Ann Gaydos,
Associate Professor

Rene Genadry, Associate Professor

Khalil G. Ghanem, Assistant Professor

Michael Christopher Gibbons,
Assistant Professor

Andrea Gielen, Professor

Alain Joffe, Associate Professor

Sara Johnson, Assistant Professor

Lawrence Kincaid, Associate Scientist

Tama Leventhal, Assistant Professor

Nikeea Copeland Linder,
Associate Professor

Ronald Magarick, Assistant Professor

Arik V. Marcell, Assistant Professor

Michele M.M. Mazzocco,
Associate Professor

Robert A. Moffitt, Professor

Wanda Nicholson, Assistant Professor

W. Courtland Robinson,
Assistant Professor

Anne Marie Rompalo, Professor

Mathuram Santosham, Professor

Janet R. Serwint, Professor

Barbara Starfield, Professor

Taha El Tahir Taha, Professor

Shiv Darius Tandon, Assistant Professor

Maria Trent, Assistant Professor

Frank Witter, Professor

Jonathan Zenilman, Professor

Part-Time

Ruhul Amin, Senior Associate

Peter Beilenson, Associate

Michael L. Bennish, Senior Associate

Katherine B. Bevans, Associate

Andrew Burness, Lecturer

Debbie I. Chang, Senior Associate

C. Patrick Chaulk, Associate

Diana Cheng, Senior Associate

Woodrow S. Dellinger, Associate

Cheryl DePinto, Associate

Abigail English, Lecturer

Eric Fine, Lecturer

Melissa Hawkins, Lecturer

Catherine A. Hess, Senior Associate

M. Theresa Hogan, Associate

Isabelle L. Horon, Associate

Baofeng Huang, Associate

Ellen Hutchins, Lecturer

Karen Ingersoll, Lecturer

Onur Karabacak, Associate

Mark A. Klebanoff, Senior Associate

Susan Panny, Senior Associate

Geri L. Peak, Associate

Karyl T. Rattay, Associate

Steven J. Reynolds, Associate

Scott R. Rosas, Associate

Carol Schadelbauer, Lecturer

Daniel Taylor, Senior Associate

Nadra Tyus, Associate

Karen J. VanLandeghem,
Senior Associate
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New Faculty 2007

Michael Bennish, MD joined PFRH in
October 2007 as a Senior Associate.
He runs an innovative program to help
adolescents in South Africa avoid HIV
and live healthier lives. The Mpilonhle
(“A Good Life”) is a community-based
non-governmental organization that
provides services to approximately

10,000 young people who range in age from 12 to 22. The
program received $2 million of funding in its first year of
operation, initially from Oprah’s Angel Network, Charlize
Theron’s Africa Outreach Project and the Entertainment
Industry Foundation. PEPFAR is providing support for two
additional mobile units. A physician by training, with spe-
cialty training in Pediatrics and sub-specialty training in
Infectious Diseases he has a long and distinguished career
in international health, having worked and lived in both
Bangladesh and South Africa. He was the first Director of
the Africa Centre for Health and Population Studies, which
he helped establish as a premier community-based
research centre for demographic and health research in
an area severely affected by HIV. Collaborating with Dr.
Bennish opens promising opportunities for student field
work.

In September 2007, Sara Johnson,
PhD, MPH was appointed an Assistant
Professor in the Department of
Pediatrics, School of Medicine in the
Division of General Pediatrics &
Adolescent Medicine and was subse-
quently granted a joint appointment in
PFRH. Enhancing a long-standing col-

laboration between these two departments, Dr. Johnson
brings with her a growing body of research in the area of
adolescent neurodevelopment particularly as it relates to
biobehavioral and psychosocial development in adolescent
injury and violence prevention.
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Sai Ma, PhD joined the Department in
April 2007 as an Assistant Scientist
working with Professor Bernard Guyer
on the “Investing in the Futures of
American Children” project. This
Zanvyl and Isabelle Krieger Fund spon-
sored project will allow the Women’s &
Children’s Health Policy Center to pro-

mote societal investment in children. Dr. Ma’s research
interests include early childhood development, paternal
roles in child development, family-, school- and neighbor-
hood-level influence on child physical and mental well-
being, social determinants of health, and health disparities
across racial and ethnic groups. She is also interested in
health and social consequences of aging in China as well
as China’s health care system reform. She received her
doctorate degree from the Pardee RAND Graduate School
in 2007.

Linda Martin, PhD was appointed
Adjunct Professor in September 2007.
She is known both nationally and inter-
nationally as an expert in the demogra-
phy of aging. She was recently named
a senior fellow at the RAND
Corporation in Washington, DC, after
spending three years as a scholar-in-

residence at the Institute of Medicine of the National
Academies. From 1999 to 2004, Dr. Martin was president
of the Population Council, and before that spent over five
years as a vice president of RAND. Earlier in her career
she served as director of the National Research Council’s
Committee on Population, as a research associate at the
East-West Center, and a professor of economics at the
University of Hawaii. For over 30 years, she has done
research on population and health issues both in the
United States and overseas, especially in Asia. Together
with Samuel Preston, she edited the seminal 1994 volume,
Demography of Aging. Her collaboration with Vicki
Freedman, Robert Schoeni, and others has led to a series
of articles on disability and health of older Americans, and
together with other collaborators Dr. Martin has completed
a range of studies on aging issues in Asia with a particular
focus on Japan and Taiwan.

New Faculty 2007



2006-2007 Students
by Degree Programs

iMPH/Part-time MPH (35%)

PhD (23%)

MPH (20%)

DrPH (10%)

MHS (11%)

ScD (1%)

2007-2008 Students
by Degree Programs

iMPH/Part-time MPH (33%)

PhD (26%)

MPH (25%)

DrPH (9%)

MHS (6%)

ScD (1%)

Population, Family and Reproductive Health
Students
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Population, Family and Reproductive Health
2007 Graduates: Where are they now?

PhD Program
Miyoung Ledoux
Researcher,
NIH, National Library of Medicine,
Bethesda, MD

Julie Rajaratnam
Senior Research Fellow,
Institute for Health Metrics and
Evaluation, Seattle, WA

Amy Vastine Ries
Post Doctoral Fellow,
Center for Behavioral and Preventive
Medicine, Brown Medical School/ The
Miriam Hospital, Rhode Island

Ashley Schempf
Post Doctoral Fellow, PFRH
Baltimore, MD

Elizabeth Sloand
Assistant Professor
Johns Hopkins School of Nursing
Baltimore, MD

Yiduo Zhang
Senior Research Associate
The Lewin Group, Falls Church, VA

DrPH Program
Meena Abraham
Executive Director,
Med Chi Center for Healthy Maryland,
Baltimore, MD

Shelly Atherly-Trim
Consultant,
Gates Institute,
University of West Indies

Deborah D’Souza-Vazirani
Consultant for the Office of Minority
Health, San Francisco, CA

Tilly Gurman
Consultant,
Mid-Atlantic Public Health Training
Center, National Campaign to Prevent
Teen and Unplanned Pregnancy
Professional and Scientific
Associates, Inc.

Sara Holtz
Currently on Maternity Leave
(Twins Nicole & Eric born 10/3/07)

MHS Program
Jane An
Research Analyst,
Kaiser Family Foundation, California

NaHyun Cho
Program Officer,
Family Health International,
Washington, DC

Kathryn Falb
Community Health Education
Coordinator, American Refugee
Committee, Thailand

Caitlin Gerdts
Special Projects/Research Coordinator
CSF, Women’s Global Health
Imperative, San Francisco, CA

Gyasi Moscou-Jackson
Student, BSN Program,
Johns Hopkins School of Nursing,
Baltimore, MD

Faraz Naqvi
Consultant
AIDS Mark HIV Program, PSI,
Washington, DC

Megan O’Brien
Program Specialist,
INFO Project, Johns Hopkins Center
for Communication Programs,
Baltimore, MD

Ellen Schleicher
Policy Analyst, MCH Policy
ASTHO, Arlington, VA

Christine Schoenberger
Assistant Scientist,
Health Analytics, LLC, Columbia, MD

Madeleine Short
Fellow, Public Health Analyst
CDC, Global AID Program,
Atlanta, GA

Jenny Truong
Reproductive Health Technical Advisor,
Office of Population and Reproductive
Health, USAID
Washington, DC

Serena Parker Vinter
Health Policy Research Associate
Trust for America’s Health
Washington, DC
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