
 
Research Pilot Grant Program 

2020-2021 Request for Proposals 
 
Overview 
The Lerner Center for Public Health Promotion seeks proposals from Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of 
Public Health (JHSPH) faculty to conduct novel research projects with the potential for high impact.  The 
Research Pilot Grant Program provides support for faculty research in the early or pilot phase that focus 
on chronic disease prevention and improving health behaviors.   
 
The Lerner Center will make up to six (6) awards for a maximum of $50,000 each for 12-month research 
projects.  Project funds are limited, and smaller-scaled projects are encouraged.  Projects implementing 
or evaluating an initiative from The Monday Campaigns will be given priority (visit the Lerner Center 
website for examples).  The project timeline is as follows: 
 

Letters of intent (LOIs) due:  March 2, 2020 (5:00 pm ET) 
Applications due:  April 27, 2020 (5:00 pm ET) 
Awardees announced:  Early June, 2020 
Project period:  July 1, 2020 through June 30, 2021 

 
Background and Program Goals 
The goal of the Lerner Center for Public Health Promotion is to equip public health professionals with 
the tools needed to win the battle against preventable diseases brought on by unfavorable social and 
policy environments at the local, national, and global level.  The goal of the Research Pilot Grant 
Program is to facilitate research projects in the early/pilot phase that focus on chronic disease 
prevention and improving health behaviors.  
 
Project Description 
Proposed research projects may include: new collection of data to contribute to new or existing 
research;  creation of data-informed methods to inform new interventions;  development or pilot of a 
new public health intervention;  and evaluation of the design, implementation, or impact of a pilot 
intervention.  Priority areas include:  environmental concerns;  injury or violence prevention;  and 
chronic diseases.  Projects should incorporate cross-cutting themes of: health equity; policy change; 
and media or communication strategies.   
 
Successful proposals will include a highly impactful and innovative project.  Please ensure that proposed 
projects can be completed within the 12-month project period. 
 
Projects implementing and evaluating The Monday Campaigns initiatives are of particular interest and 
will receive priority consideration.  The Lerner Center seeks to further develop evidence on campaign 
effectiveness and best implementation practices for Meatless Monday, DeStress Monday, Move It 
Monday, The Kids Cook Monday, Quit and Stay Quit Monday, and Healthy Mondays.  Examples of 
current projects involving The Monday Campaigns are available on the Lerner Center website. 

https://www.mondaycampaigns.org/
https://www.jhsph.edu/research/centers-and-institutes/lerner-center-for-public-health-promotion/our-work/monday-projects/index.html
https://www.jhsph.edu/research/centers-and-institutes/lerner-center-for-public-health-promotion/our-work/monday-projects/index.html
https://www.mondaycampaigns.org/
https://www.meatlessmonday.com/
http://www.destressmonday.org/
http://www.moveitmonday.org/
http://www.moveitmonday.org/
https://www.thekidscookmonday.org/
http://www.quitmonday.org/
https://www.mondaycampaigns.org/campaigns/healthy-monday/
https://www.jhsph.edu/research/centers-and-institutes/lerner-center-for-public-health-promotion/our-work/monday-projects/index.html
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Eligibility 
Eligible faculty must be on the scientist or professor track (assistant, associate, or full) with a primary 
appointment in JHSPH, effective no later than the project start date.  Postdoctoral fellows and Research 
Associated are not eligible to apply.  Prior to applying, please verify that the JHSPH faculty member can 
remain involved throughout the course of the project, which includes maintaining current faculty status 
at JHSPH.   A change in status may lead to forfeiture of funding.  Proposals with multiple principal 
investigators (MPI) will be accepted if at least one principal investigator (PI) holds a primary 
appointment in the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health.  
 
Application and Review Process 
Applicants meeting eligibility requirements should submit the LOI following the guidelines below.  A 
select number of applicants will be invited to submit a full application following the guidelines below.   
 
Letter of Intent  
The LOI and all accompanying components, described below, must be submitted via the online 
application (jhsph.edu/lernercenter) no later than the stated due date and time.   
 
Application  
If a full application is requested, applications and all accompanying documents must be submitted via 
email no later than the stated due date and time.  Supplementary materials, with the exception of 
letters of support, will not be reviewed. 
 
Reporting 
Awardees will be required to submit interim and final reports at six (6) and twelve (12) months into the 
project.  Report templates will be provided and will include:  summary of accomplishments and activities 
completed and funds spent to date;  description of and explanation for any deviation from proposed or 
planned activities and expenses;  feedback on communication and collaboration with Lerner Center;  list 
of additional funding from outside sources;  any relevant deliverables produced;  and next steps for the 
project.  
 
In certain circumstances, awardees may also be asked to submit a 3- to 4-page research or program 
brief at the end of the project. 
 
Funding Specifications 
Funding can be requested to support all activities justified in the budget.  Awards are for a 12-month 
continuous budget.  A short no cost extension may be granted under select circumstances by written 
request with justification accompanied by a brief progress report.  Please ensure, however, that 
proposed projects can realistically be completed within 12 months; the Lerner Center discourages no 
cost extensions.  Awardees should consider the timing of publications when requesting funding for 
publication fees.  We will not grant no cost extensions for publication fees alone, unless there are 
extenuating circumstances. 
 
Award notices will be issued by the administrative offices of the Lerner Center for Public Health 
Promotion, which will provide project oversight for the grant’s administration.  Financial accounts will be 
set up in the Lerner Center organizational unit and awards will be administered through the JHSPH 
partner’s home department.  Lerner Center staff will work cooperatively with the department to 
simplify the process and provide account access.  Before submitting a full application, it is advisable that 

https://www.jhsph.edu/research/centers-and-institutes/lerner-center-for-public-health-promotion/index.html
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the JHSPH partner applicant meet with the home department financial administrator to review this RFP 
and seek approval for the budget. 
 
This project is cost reimbursable and indirect costs (including rent, phones, etc.) are not permitted.  
Award funds cannot be used to create new faculty or staff positions for the completion of this project.  
Salary, including fringe benefits, for the primary faculty member is limited to $10,000 or 20% of the 
total budget, whichever is lower.   
 
Application Process and Materials Overview 

Materials Instructions 
Letter of Intent: Due March 2, 2020 (5:00 pm ET) 

• Submit the following components via the online webform available at: jhsph.edu/lernercenter 
Application Form • Submit question responses online 
Letter of Intent • Upload with application form 
Full Application: Due April 27, 2020 (5:00 pm ET) 

• Must be invited to submit 
• Email the following, as applicable, to lernercenter@jhu.edu   

Project Narrative • Submit question responses online 
Project Budget • Please note budget restrictions, included in RFP 

• Include details as available 
Letters of Support • May be submitted, but are not required 

• Must be on official letterhead 
 
Questions 
Questions can be directed to lernercenter@jhu.edu.   A frequently-asked questions (FAQ) page on the 
Lerner Center’s website (jhsph.edu/lernercenter) will be updated throughout the application period to 
provide additional insight. 
 

https://www.jhsph.edu/research/centers-and-institutes/lerner-center-for-public-health-promotion/grant-programs/
http://jhsph.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9XG5800ELUK0xA9
https://www.jhsph.edu/research/centers-and-institutes/lerner-center-for-public-health-promotion/_docs/research-pilot/research-pilot-loi-template.docx
mailto:lernercenter@jhu.edu
mailto:lernercenter@jhu.edu?subject=Community%20Scholars%20Grant%20Program
https://www.jhsph.edu/research/centers-and-institutes/lerner-center-for-public-health-promotion/index.html
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