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Examples of Variability - Considerations for Study Sample

By Disease

Relevant Co-morbidities

Cancer
Cardiovascular disease
HIV/AIDS

Group differences piioin
Hepatitis
Mental illness
Oral health disorders

By Population

By Geography
Race/ethnicity Urban versus rural

Socioeconomic position Developed versus developing countries
Gender Neighborhood segregation
Age
Disability
Sexual orientation

Location
“Place”

By Risk Factor

Substance abuse (including tobacco)
Diet and weight
Vaccination status
Screening status
Access to care
Insurance status
Risk of injury/violence
Environmental risks

Individual Factors

Sexual behavior
Physical inactivity

American Journal of

Pubic viealtn: april - Stratifying key variables to identify important

S1: $72-S80 subgroups of patients who might differentially
benefit from treatment
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If it were not for the great variability
among individuals, medicine might as
well be a science and not an art.

—Sir William Osler, The Principles and
Practice of Medicine 1892
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