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This year, the Bloomberg School launched an 
exciting new strategic plan called “The Pow-
er of Public Health.” The plan will help us ad-
dress emerging public health challenges by 
reshaping what we do and how we do it. To 
complement the School’s efforts, we’re de-
veloping our own five-year strategic plan for 

International Health. Over the past few months a team of fac-
ulty, staff and students has been meeting with groups across 
the Department to discuss priorities and opportunities for the 
future. As the plan takes shape, we are also engaging collabo-
rators to learn about their needs and how we can work better 
together. We hope this process will make for a robust strate-
gic plan that strengthens our commitment and ability to help 
the world’s most vulnerable and disadvantaged people improve 
their health and well-being.

In this issue of The Globe, you’ll see examples of how our fac-
ulty, alumni and students are working with people across the 
world to improve access to health care and health equity. For 
example, Professor Anthony So recently presented the United 
Nations (UN) Secretary General António Guterres with expert 
recommendations on antimicrobial resistance. With the threat 
of antibiotic-resistant diseases pushing millions of people into 
extreme poverty, the recommendations stress the need for eq-
uitable and affordable access to antimicrobials.

Associate Professor Caitlin Kennedy also presented at the UN 
this year. She and her team of researchers, including many Hop-
kins students and alumni, contributed to a special BMJ series on 
self-care interventions for sexual and reproductive health and 
rights. Dr. Kennedy spoke at the UN about her findings and their 
implications for expanding access to self-care tests and medi-
cations, especially among vulnerable and disadvantaged pop-
ulations.

We recently welcomed our first faculty for digital health, Assis-
tant Professor Smisha Agarwal. Agarwal is one of the top re-
searchers and practitioners in the field. As part of a World Health 
Organization (WHO) development group, she was instrumental 
in the development of WHO’s first guideline on digital health. 
The group, co-chaired by Associate Professor Alain Labrique, 
examined and interpreted the evidence and formulated the final 
recommendations. The guideline emphasizes the importance 
of reaching vulnerable populations, and ensuring that digital 
health does not put them in danger. 

And finally, congratulations to our 2019 graduates. Twenty-four 
dissertations were defended successfully and more than 66 mas-
ter’s degrees were awarded. International Health alumni are one 
of our greatest assets. Through our strategic planning process, 
we are working on ways of building even stronger connections 
with you. We always welcome your suggestions and advice.  

—David Peters, Edgar Berman Professor and Chair, International 
Health, Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health 
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Associate Professor Alain Labrique, International Health 
Global Disease Epidemiology and Control, co-chair of the 
WHO Guideline Development Group
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The World Health Organization (WHO) re-
cently released its first-ever guideline on 
digital health. The guideline includes 10 rec-
ommendations on ways digital health tech-
nology, such as mobile phones and tablets, 
can be used to improve people’s health and 
essential services. The recommendations 
are based on 2 years of extensive evaluation 
of the evidence in consultation with experts 
from governments, academia, implementa-
tion agencies, and multilateral organizations 
from every region around the world. 

“This WHO guideline is more than a mile-
stone in the field of digital health,” says 
Alain Labrique, PhD, MHS, MS, an associ-
ate professor in International Health at the 
Bloomberg School. “It provides a roadmap 
for research and a call for more high-quality 
evidence. The guideline’s recommendations 
are an inspiration to implementers to use 
digital health strategies to solve persistent 
health systems problems, especially for vul-
nerable and disadvantaged populations, on 
the road to universal health coverage.” 

Labrique co-chaired the WHO Guideline 
Development Group, which reviewed and 
approved the final guideline. The Group 
also examined and interpreted the ev-

idence and formulated the final evi-
dence-based recommendations. 

“While aspirational, the guideline of-
fers practical insights on implementa-
tion considerations that should be taken 
into account in developing and scaling 
up digital interventions,” adds Smisha 
Agarwal, PhD, MPH, MBA, a new assis-
tant professor for digital health in the 
Department who was also a member of 
the Development Group in her role at the 
Population Council. 

The recommendations cover topics such 
as birth notification via mobile devices, digital tracking of pa-
tients’ health, and training of health workers via mobile de-
vices. For each recommendation, a summary of the evidence 
on the effects of the intervention is given, its acceptability 
and feasibility, the equity, gender and human rights impacts, 
and the available resources for implementation.  

The 10 recommendations are not meant to replace the fun-
damental parts of the health system, such as health work-
ers. Instead, they should complement and enhance import-
ant functions, such as data collection, service provision and 
training. Their overall aim is to equip health policymakers 
and other stakeholders with recommendations for making 
informed investments into digital health interventions.

“Digital interventions depend heavily on the context and 
ensuring appropriate design,” cautions Garrett Mehl, PhD, 
MHS, an International Health alumnus who spearheaded the 
WHO Guideline as a lead coordinator and scientist in WHO’s 
Department of Reproductive Health and Research. “This in-
cludes structural issues in the settings where they are being 
used, available infrastructure, the health needs they are try-
ing to address, and the ease of use of the technology itself.” 

The guidelines are a culmination of a decade-long invest-
ment in digital health by the WHO. During that time Hopkins 
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faculty, under the leadership of Labrique and his 
team at the Global mHealth Initiative, have provid-
ed critical technical assistance to WHO. And, they 
have helped produce crucial documents facilitating 
the development of these new recommendations. 
These include mHealth Evaluation, Reporting and 
Assessment (mERA) guidelines, Mobile Technolo-
gy in Support of Frontline Health Workers, and The 
MAPS toolkit: mHealth assessment and planning 
for scale.

Several others affiliated with Hopkins were also in-
volved in the development of the new recommen-
dations. Alumni and Associate Faculty Subhash 
Chandir and Amnesty LeFevre and alumni Lavanya 
Vasudevan and Patty Mechael were members of 
the WHO Guideline Development Group. Associate 
Scientist Bill Weiss was a member of the External 

 For over a decade, the Department of Inter-
national Health has been a leader in the new 
and quickly evolving field of digital health. 
The Department has been at the forefront 
of using digital technology, such as mobile 
phones, to help expand health services to 
hard-to-reach and vulnerable populations in 
low- and middle-income countries. Faculty, 
students and alumni have also been central 
in shaping frameworks and defining termi-
nology, essential building blocks of a new 
field. To maintain this leadership, the Depart-
ment recently recruited Assistant Professor 
Smisha Agarwal, one of the top researchers 
and practitioners in the field, as our first ten-
ure-track faculty for digital health. 

"Having Smisha join the faculty represents 
an important step for the Department,” says 
Associate Professor Alain Labrique who di-
rects the Johns Hopkins Global mHealth 
Initiative. “She has been instrumental in es-
tablishing standards for methodologic rigor 
in this emerging field. Her thought lead-
ership is exciting to have as a resource to 
faculty and students engaged in innovative 
research across the Bloomberg School and 
other divisions of Johns Hopkins."

Agarwal is a population health scientist and 
epidemiologist whose work focuses on how 
community health systems can strengthen 
the delivery of primary health care services 
among disadvantaged and vulnerable pop-
ulations. Her research seeks to understand 
how routine monitoring data can be lever-
aged using advanced analytical approaches, 
including machine learning, to enhance our 
understanding of quality and effectiveness 
of reproductive health services. She also in-
vestigates the effectiveness of digital clinical 
decision support tools in strengthening pri-
mary health care. In April this year, Agarwal 
was part of the launch of the “WHO Guide-
line: recommendations on digital interven-
tions for health system strengthening.” In 

collaboration with colleagues from around the world, 
Agarwal helped lead a series of Cochrane reviews that 
were foundational to the development of the guide-
line, WHO’s first on digital health. Agarwal was also a 
member of the WHO Guideline Development Group, 
which reviewed and approved the final guideline. The 
10 recommendations aim to harness the power of dig-
ital technology to help achieve universal health cov-
erage. And they emphasize the importance of digital 
health in reaching vulnerable and hard-to-reach pop-
ulations.

The Group, which was co-chaired by Associate Pro-
fessor Alain Labrique, also examined and interpreted 
the evidence and formulated the final evidence-based 
recommendations. 

“The guidelines are the result of nearly a decade of 
work by several Hopkins faculty and other colleagues 
dedicated to solving age-old health problems in un-
conventional and innovative ways,” says Agarwal. 
“Digitizing health care holds great promise and many 

International Health Welcomes First Faculty for Digital Health 

Assistant Professor Smisha Agarwal presents during the Global 
Health Challenges Plenary session at the World Islamic Economic 
Forum when she was CEO of Global Health Bridge

governments are eager to leapfrog limitations 
in infrastructure and skills using digital devices. 
These guidelines are a first and critical step to 
providing this essential guidance.” Now at Hop-
kins, she is leading a multi-country project in-
vestigating incentive structures for community 
health workers. The project, based in Uganda, 
Kenya, Bangladesh, and Haiti, is a collabora-
tive endeavor with the Population Council, 
USAID in-country missions, UNICEF offices and 
NGO and government partners in each of the 
countries, to understand the types of incen-
tive packages that would enhance job satisfac-
tion, effectiveness and retention of community 
health workers. The results should help inform 
national strategies to strengthen community 
health systems approaches.

Before joining Hopkins, Agarwal was with the 
Population Council leading the Frontline Health 
project, which focused on harmonizing met-
rics to monitor the performance of community 
health worker programs in seven countries and 
developing a research agenda to address crit-
ical gaps in scaling up community health worker 
projects globally.

She was also the founder and CEO of Global 
Health Bridge, a non-profit that develops tech-
nological solutions to make health service de-
livery more effective in India. The organization 
spearheaded the development of the Maternal 
Health Reporter, a mobile-based platform de-
signed for community health workers working 
in areas where the health infrastructure is 
lacking. Agarwal has also worked in the private 
NGO-sector. At MEASURE Evaluation, for in-
stance, she helped conduct large-scale impact 
evaluations. As a research fellow at FHI360, her 
work led to her interest in the development of 
clinical decision support tools for reproductive 
health that can bring the benefits of technology 
to low-income populations around the world.  

Agarwal earned a PhD from the UNC Gillings 
School of Global Public Health and her MBA and 
MPH from Johns Hopkins. A native of India, she 
did her undergraduate work at Maharashtra 
University of Health Services. With other faculty 
and a number of external partners, she is ex-
ploring ways to expand the digital health curric-
ulum at the School, including the development 
of a series of skills-focused courses.

First WHO Guideline on Digital Interventions (continued from page 3)

Her thought leadership is exciting to have 
as a resource to faculty and students 
engaged in innovative research across 
the Bloomberg School and other divisions 
of Johns Hopkins.

"

Contributors to the WHO Guideline: Recommendations 
on digital health interventions for health systems 
strengthening

Review Group. The complete recommendations are 
available online from WHO.

–  Associate Professor  
Alain Labrique "



In April, Associate Professor Caitlin Kennedy was a fea-
tured speaker at the United Nations (UN) for the launch 
of a new BMJ series on self-care interventions for sexual 
and reproductive health and rights. She spoke about 
several systematic reviews of evidence she led on the 
feasibility and effectiveness of self-care tests and medi-
cations, and on the implications for expanding access to 
these, especially among vulnerable and disadvantaged 
populations.

Self-care is broadly defined as the ability of individ-
uals and groups to prevent disease, maintain health, 
and cope with illness and disability with or without the 
support of a health-care provide. Given the personal and 
sometimes sensitive nature of sexual and reproductive 
health, self-care options could play a valuable role in 
improving the well-being of vulnerable populations and 
communities in lower-resourced areas. For example, 
one of the studies Kennedy presented at the UN was 
on self-administration of injectable contraception. Her 
review found growing evidence that self-administered 
injectable contraception can equal or improve the con-
tinued use of contraception, compared to when admin-
istered by a provider. This approach could be especially 
valuable for women whose limited resources make 
regular visits to a health provider impossible.

Kennedy led five systematic reviews as part of the spe-
cial series. Her team, which included Research Associate 
Teresa Yeh and International Health doctoral student 
Yasmin Ogale, reviewed peer-reviewed, high-quali-
ty evaluations of self-care interventions selected and 
commissioned by the World Health Organization (WHO) 
steering group. The interventions examined included 
HPV screening, STI testing, ovulation predictor kits, 
self-injection of hormonal contraception, and over-the-

counter 
access to 
oral contra-
ceptives. 

The research 
found solid 
evidence 
that imple-
menting 
these self-
care inter-
ventions 
more widely, 
especial-
ly among 
vulnerable 
populations, 

Faculty Speaks at UN
Launch of Journal Series on Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights

could have a positive impact on 
people’s health and well-being. 
One review, for instance, found 
that women who self-screen 
for HPV, the virus that can lead 
to cervical cancer, are more 
likely to seek cervical cancer 
screening.  

The series was published in col-
laboration between the WHO 
and The BMJ and BMJ Global 
Health journals to collect the 
best and most up-to-date 
evidence in the field. The series 
includes research articles, 
which Kennedy led, as well 
as analysis of the latest evi-
dence and several opinion pieces on recommended next 
steps. The series is intended to help guide the WHO as it 
develops new recommendations for key self-care inter-
ventions for sexual and reproductive health and rights, 
with a focus on vulnerable populations and settings with 
health systems that have limited capacity and resources. 
The WHO Guideline on self-care interventions for sexual 
and reproductive health and rights will be released later 
this year.

 “Self-care is an integral component of the health sys-
tem,” says Kennedy. “With the right approach, evi-
dence-based self-care interventions for sexual and 
reproductive health can help achieve universal health 
coverage by making these interventions more wide-
ly available to vulnerable and disadvantaged people 
around the world.” 

The development of the series was led by the WHO De-
partment of Reproductive Health and Research and HRP 
(UNDP/UNFPA/UNICEF/WHO/World Bank Special Pro-
gramme for Human Reproduction), which is the main in-
strument within the United Nations system for research 
in human reproduction. All the articles are available open 
access on The BMJ’s website.

Many Hopkins students and alumni from the Depart-
ment of International Health and across the University 
also contributed in various capacities to the five system-
atic review in the series. They include Melissa Camila 
Alamo, Afia Amoah, Kaitlyn Atkins, Caroline Carrasco, 
Po-Yu Teresa Chiang, Anita Dam, Chergai Gao, Nicole 
Garbarino, Laura Graf, Poonam Gupta, Renee Ling, Pri-
yanka Mysore, Holly Nishimura, Molly Petersen, Laura 
Pugh, Eric Rodriguez, and Leah Tanner. 

Associate Professor Caitlin 
Kennedy, Director of the 
Department's Program 
in Social and Behavioral 
Interventions 

Student Spotlight  | Ryan Thompson, MSPH ‘19, Global Disease Epidemiology and Control

In 2009, the Department, under the leadership of Pro-
fessor Ruth Karron, developed a vaccine-related in-
ternship program to fund students placed at the World 
Health Organization’s (WHO) Department of Immuni-
zation, Vaccines and Biologicals. Several years ago, the 
program expanded to include funded internships at 
Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance; Pan American Health Organi-
zation; the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 
Global Immunization Division; and UNICEF. Through the 
program, now called PAVE (Program in Applied Vaccine 
Experiences), students are able to gain valuable experi-
ence in vaccine research, policy and programs of glob-
al importance while fulfilling the Department’s MSPH 
practicum requirement. PAVE is co-funded by the Bill & 
Melinda Gates Foundation and the Department.

Ryan Thompson, who received an MSPH from the Depart-
ment’s Global Disease Epidemiology and Control Program 
(GDEC), completed an internship at the World Health Or-
ganization (WHO). Recently, we were able to connect and 
I asked him about his experience at the WHO and what 
he’s been up to since graduating in March.

What were you working on as a PAVE scholar at WHO? 
I was working on the Malaria Vaccine Implementation 
Programme (MVIP), which is a pilot implementation 
study being conducted by the WHO, PATH, and GSK in 
Kenya, Ghana, and Malawi. 

The new malaria vaccine (RTS,S/AS01) finished its Phase 
III clinical trials a few years ago. However, the results 
were not quite as promising as many were hoping: the 
vaccine showed a clinical efficacy of about 39% against 
clinical malaria. This efficacy is only seen when children 
receive a full four-dose series of the vaccine and contin-
ue to use other malaria prevention interventions, such 
as bed nets, leaving a lot of challenges and uncertainty 
around the fate of RTS,S as a realistic malaria prevention 
tool in areas where malaria is endemic. 

In response to these concerns about the vaccine’s effica-
cy and general impact, WHO mandated the MVIP. The 
study is introducing RTS,S vaccine in all three countries. 
Certain regions of each country will be randomized to 
either receive RTS,S vaccine or a placebo. The aim is to 
compare the vaccinating and placebo arms to evaluate 
the feasibility, safety, and impact of delivering the four-
dose RTS,S vaccine.

When I was at the WHO, MVIP was still largely in its pre-
paratory stages. My main role was as a “data architect,” 
helping design and program the study database and fig-
ure out how data would be collected and flow from all of 
the study sites to Geneva. The challenge was very daunt-
ing given the scope of the study: approximately 240,000 
children are expected to be vaccinated annually in each 
of the three countries. Data will be coming from a num-
ber of different sources and levels within each country, 

so I spent a lot of time figuring out how to harmonize the 
data across study sites to optimize it for collection and 
integration with incoming information from other study 
sites and data sources. My project allowed me to work 
with experts not only from the WHO, but also the Lon-
don School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, PATH, and 
GSK, as well as from universities and staff from the three 
countries where the project was being implemented. 

Has the program got off the ground yet? And, if so, 
have you followed its progress?
Yes! The fruits of the team’s collective efforts finally 
paid off last month, when Malawi rolled out RTS,S in the 
communities receiving vaccinations! Ghana followed suit 
shortly afterward, introducing the vaccine at the end of 
April, and Kenya is expected to introduce the vaccine 
later this month. The study is expected to run through 
the end of 2022, with about 10 million doses of RTS,S 
administered by the end of the study. Data collection has 
already begun, and we are waiting with bated breath to 
see how well the WHO database can collect, integrate, 
and analyze information from all of the different data 
sources and forms.

Where have you been working since graduating? 
After graduation, I worked at the Johns Hopkins 
International Vaccine Access Center (IVAC) for a few 
months in the Economics and Finance Division. I was 
helping design models for a study to estimate the cost-
effectiveness of different vaccination schedules for 
administering routine vaccines such as measles in low- 
and middle-income countries. 

Last month, I moved to the Bay Area to start at the 
University of California, San Francisco. I’m working as 
a study coordinator at the Proctor Foundation. I help 
design and run randomized clinical trials to identify new 
medicines and procedures to treat various infectious eye 
diseases. Eventually, I hope to manage and run commu-
nity trials at field sites in low- and middle-income coun-
tries. Hopefully studying malaria or vaccines!

Ryan Thompson (second from right) with other PAVE schol-
ars and the program’s founder, Professor Ruth Karron. From 
left to right: Assa Bamogo, Professor Karron, Fayad Elsheikh, 
Thompson, and Ashley Germann.
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vaccine falsehoods 
and fears to focus on 
the real risk of disease 
if children remain 
unvaccinated. Each 
topic, from specific 
vaccines to safety 
concerns, is based 
upon systematic 
reviews of the latest 
scientific literature and 
includes talking points 
to use with patients.

Other International 
Health authors in the 
collaborative effort 
include Professor Dan 
Salmon, Director of the 
Institute for Vaccine 
Safety (IVS); Emeritus 
Professor Neal Halsey, 
Founding Director 
of IVS; and Assistant 
Scientist Rupali Limaye, Associate Director for Behavioral 
Research at IVS. Researchers from Emory University and 
the University of Colorado School of Medicine were also 
contributing authors. The book, which is available in print 
and digitally from Springer, has already been downloaded 
over 12,000 times. 

International Health Student and Faculty Publish New Vaccine Safety Book

According to research led by the Johns Hopkins Institute 
for Vaccine Safety, anti-vaxxers make up merely 1-2 per-
cent of the U.S. population. However, a much larger pro-
portion have questions about the safety of vaccines, espe-
cially when it comes to their children. With the worst-ever 
measles outbreak raging in the US in 20 years, it’s critical 
for the public to know the facts about vaccines. For over 
two decades, the Institute, which is based in the Depart-
ment of International Health, has been a leader in provid-
ing comprehensive and trusted vaccine safety information.  

To help combat the rise in vaccine misinformation, 
International Health Faculty Associate Matthew Dudley, 
PhD ’19, led the development of The Clinician’s Vaccine 
Safety Resource Guide. Dudley, an epidemiologist at 
the Institute, finished the book while he was a doctoral 

student in the Department’s 
Global Disease Epidemiology 
and Control Program. 

As parents’ most trusted 
source of information on 
vaccines, the Guide offers 
health care providers 
approaches and concrete 
examples of how to 
better address parents’ 
concerns. The book helps 
physicians, who receive little 
to no training on how to 
communicate about vaccines, 
shift conversations away from 

Bestselling Author Johnny Saldaña Leads Qualitative Data Workshops

Leading qualitative data analysis expert and bestselling 
author Johnny Saldaña (pictured here teaching) con-
ducted a series of qualitative methods workshops for 
about 140 Hopkins faculty, students and staff in April. 
The workshops, which were free to those attending, were 
sponsored by the departments of International Health 
and Health, Behavior and Society and the Center for 
Qualitative Studies in Health and Medicine (CQSHM) at 
the Bloomberg School. Associate Professor Steve Harvey, 
who coordinated the visit, said that registration filled up 
within 24 hours. “It’s evident that there is great interest in 
qualitative research methods on campus.” He also added 
that “Johnny’s workshops lived up to their reputation. His 
teaching is as masterful as his writing.” Given the enthu-
siastic response to this event, according to Harvey, dis-
cussions are already underway about possible follow-up 
events in coming years. 

Student Spotlight  |  Maria Garcia Quesada, MSPH ‘19, Global Disease Epidemiology and Control

In 2018, the Johns Hopkins Center for Global Health award-
ed Maria Garcia Quesada a Global Health Established Field 
Placement to help fund her master’s practicum. Every year, 
the Center offers awards of up to $3,500 for Johns Hopkins 
students to work overseas at a Hopkins-affiliated global 
health program in low- and middle-income countries.

Maria worked on two projects led by Dr. Stefan Baral from 
the Johns Hopkins Center for Public Health and Human 
Rights: Leveraging Adaptive Implementation Strategies to 
Achieve Universal Coverage of Antiretroviral Treatment in 
Senegal and Ending Aids in West Africa (#EAWA) project, 
in collaboration with FHI360 and NGO Enda Santé.

She spent about 5 months working in Senegal, Togo, and 
Burkina Faso. Recently I had a chance to speak with her 
about her experience in the Field Placement program and 
to find out what she’s doing now. 

Can you describe the projects you worked on as part of 
your Field Placement Award?
In Senegal I worked on a study that aimed to improve 
patient adherence to antiretroviral treatment, or ART, 
among people living with HIV. The intervention consisted 
of assigning a case manager to each patient, who would 
then guide the patient through their treatment plan and 
help them identify and overcome barriers to treatment. 
The study is looking to evaluate whether this intervention 
improves people’s adherence to ART as compared to the 
Senegalese standard of care, and to assess how feasible 
and cost-effective it would be to scale up.

I also spent several weeks in Togo and Burkina Faso sup-
porting the #EAWA project, which aimed to improve HIV 
care among key populations, including men who have 
sex with men, sex workers, and transgender people, all of 
whom bear a disproportionate burden of the HIV epidem-
ic. In collaboration with our partners, I helped implement 
a capacity assessment of local HIV organizations. The goal 
was to identify organizations’ needs in different areas, 
ranging from management to evaluation, to then inform 
the development of a training curriculum that would pro-
vide them with tools to function more efficiently and reach 
their full potential. It was a great opportunity to meet local 
NGOs and community leaders who support the communi-
ty in a variety of ways, from clinical and testing services to 
social and emotional support. 

I had the opportunity to participate in many of the plan-
ning and decision-making meetings for both of these proj-
ects with our Baltimore- and Dakar-based teams, as well 
as with our partners at Enda Santé and FHI 360. Through 
this experience I was exposed firsthand to the importance 
of building relationships and trust, within an organization, 
with partners, and with the community, for a program to 
be successful. 

What are you working on now? 
When I returned to Baltimore, I started working with Dr. 
Maria Knoll and Dr. Kyla Hayford from the Internation-
al Vaccine Access Center (IVAC) on the Pneumococcal 
Serotype Replacement and Distribution Estimation (PSER-
ENADE) project, which is a collaboration with the WHO 
and PAHO. The goal of this project is to evaluate the global 
impact of pneumococcal conjugate vaccines (PCV) on 
invasive pneumococcal disease (IPD), which can manifest 
as pneumonia or meningitis and is a leading cause of death 
among children under the age of five. To ensure a compre-
hensive set of data from Latin America are included in the 
global analyses, I was hired to help gather and analyze data 
from that region. 

After graduating at the end of third term, I’ve continued 
to work on the project. I’m currently traveling in Chile and 
Argentina for the PSERENADE project working with each 
country’s public health institutes and national reference 
labs (similar to agencies like the CDC in the US) to help 
analyze the IPD surveillance data before and after pneu-
mococcal vaccine introduction. While the vaccine has been 
vastly successful in reducing disease among children, it 
hasn’t worked exactly the same way in every country and 
region. These analyses will help us better understand the 
impact of the vaccine in these two countries and contrib-
ute to regional and global analyses. We hope the results of 
this project will help inform future vaccine development 
and vaccine policy. 

Any advice for new students?
Keep an open mind, get to know professors, and reach for 
any opportunities that come your way. Additionally, get to 
know your cohort. Every person in my GDEC cohort has 
inspired, taught, and supported me in a million different 
ways. They were my team and my backbone through the 
program, and I’m sure will be the most incredible friends 
and professional network to have going into this field.

Maria Garcia Quesada, MSPH ’19, far left, in Senegal with coworkers 
from the Hopkins team based in Baltimore and local partner organi-
zation Enda Santé.

Matt Dudley, PhD ’19, Epidemiologist, 
Institute for Vaccine Safety, lead 
author of The Clinician’s Vaccine Safety 
Resource Guide. 
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Diana Hess Scholarship
Alexandra Zimmer, Global Disease 
Epidemiology & Control (GDEC)
In 1983 the Diana Hess Memorial Fund 
was established with contributions 
from her family and friends. Diana 
Hess, a former Peace Corps volunteer 
in Kenya, was devoted to improving public health in 
Africa. The Hess Fund provides an annual scholarship 
to students in the Department of International Health. 
Preference is given to those planning to work in Africa. 

Nancy Stephens Award
Prakriti Shrestha, Health Systems
Andrea Carcelen, GDEC
Established in 1970 as the Interna-
tional Health Fund, this fund pro-
vides grants to master’s or doctoral 
students in the Department who are 

completing their de-
grees. For 37 years 
Nancy Stephens 
was the immensely 
popular student co-
ordinator in the Department. At her 
retirement in 2001, Dr. Robert Black 
renamed the fund in her honor. 

Harry D. Kruse Fellowship in Nutrition
Farah Behbehani, Human Nutrition
The Kruse family established the Harry D. 
Kruse Fellowship in Nutrition in 1987 to 
support a continuing doctoral candidate 
in the Program in Human Nutrition who 
has displayed outstanding achievement 
and promise. The fellowship honors Dr. 
Harry Kruse who received his ScD degree 
in 1926 and was a distinguished faculty member in the 
Department of Biochemistry.

studeNt AwArds ANd scHolArsHips

John Snow Award
James Kumwenda, Health Systems
Lex Londino, SBI
John Snow, Inc.’s mission is to pro-
vide an extensive range of research 
and consulting services to the health 
care and service sectors. Its Inter-
national Division provides technical 
assistance designed to enhance the 

effectiveness and 
quality of public health 
programs. The John Snow, Inc. Award, 
an annual award created in 2001, pro-
vides financial assistance to outstanding, 
second-year master’s students in the 
Department who are engaged in intern-
ships in the field.

Mary and Carl Taylor Fund
Jennifer Gerber, GDEC
The Mary and Carl Taylor Fund was 
created in 1995 with contributions 
from faculty and alumni in honor of the 
Taylors’ commitment to the students 
of the School of Public Health and to improving inter-
national health through research and action. The fund 
provides support to a student working in the area of 
international bioethics.

The Harry J. Prebluda Fellowship in 
Nutritional Biochemistry
Monica Pasqualino, Human Nutrition
This fellowship was established in 1990 by 
Mrs. Harry J. Prebluda and her children 
in memory of her late husband. Harry 
Prebluda earned his doctorate degree 
in Biochemistry at the School in 1937 
and worked closely with E.V. McCollum. 
The fellowship fosters the careers of 
outstanding young scientists focusing on nutritional 
biochemistry and metabolism.

The Elsa Orent Keiles Fellowship in Human Nutrition 
in International Health
Swetha Manohar, Human Nutrition
Quinn Marshall, Human Nutrition

This fellowship was established in 1996 
with a bequest from the estate of Elsa 
Orent Keiles, ScD ’25, a graduate of the De-
partment of Chemical Hygiene (now Bio-
chemistry and Molecular 
Biology). In keeping with Dr. 
Keiles’ research interests, 
the award provides tuition 
support for graduate stu-

dents with demonstrated financial needs 
in the Department of Biochemistry and 
Molecular Biology or the Program in Hu-
man Nutrition in International Health. 

studeNt AwArds ANd scHolArsHips

Richard Morrow Award 
Katherine Merrill, SBI
This scholarship is in honor of Richard 
H. Morrow, MD, MPH, who was a profes-
sor in the Department from 1991 until 
his death in 2013. Dr. Morrow, a pioneer 
in the field of health systems and international pub-
lic health, is remembered for his brilliance, curiosity, 
humility, humor, generosity, grace, and, above all, his 
integrity.

Georgeda Buchbinder Award
Laura Beres, SBI
Dr. Georgeda Buchbinder received her 
MPH from the School in 1984. She then 
moved to Hawaii and began a public 
health career by teaching Population Sci-
ence and International Health. Her career 
was progressing extraordinarily well when 
she was diagnosed with cancer. This fund 
was established by friends and colleagues after her death 
to celebrate her all-too-brief career in public health. This 
fund annually supports students, junior faculty, or other 
priority projects in international health. 

2018 Delta Omega Scholarship 
Competition 
Ankita Meghani, Health Systems, won 
first place in the Policy and Practice cat-
egory for her submission entitled, “Un-
packing the complexities of district-level 

decision-making for health: how to empower deci-
sion-makers to act on data in Uttar Pradesh, India.”

Swetha 
Manohar

Prakriti Shrestha

Andrea Carcelen

Quinn Marshall

JHU Graduate Student Employee of the Year Award 
Seema Kacker, Health Systems
The award is presented annually to an 
outstanding student who has made a 
significant contribution to the university 
through a student job by consistently 
demonstrating good work ethics, 
reliability, initiative, creative thinking, 
and professionalism; either on-campus 
or off. Seema has worked for the Johns Hopkins 
Technology Ventures (JHTV) as a senior corporate 
partnerships fellow for 18 months. In her role, she 
evaluates and assists in the translation of Johns Hopkins 
research to industry. During her time with JHTV, she 
has gained invaluable technology transfer experience 
and exposure to related career paths.

James Kumwenda

Lex Londino

Arole-Taylor Underserved Community Health 
Fellowship Award
Rashel Rabinovich, SBI
Marwa Ramadan, Health Systems

Drs. Mabelle and Raj Arole 
received their MPHs from 
Johns Hopkins and went 
on to distinguished careers 
in underserved communi-
ties. This scholarship was 
established to support an 
outstanding student whose 

interests reflect those of Drs. Mabelle 
Arole, Raj Arole and their mentor Dr. Carl Taylor, a 
founder of the International Health Department.

Rashel Rabinovich
Humanitarian Assistance Award
Marwa Ramadan, Health Systems
Kathleen Fallon, SBI
This fund provides sup-
port to master’s and doc-
toral students who are 
committed to improving 

humanitarian response and health for ref-
ugees, displaced persons and populations 
affected by conflict and natural disasters.

Marwa 
Ramadan

Kathleen Fallon

Marwa 
Ramadan

Fulbright Award
Lex Londino, SBI
The goal of the Fulbright is to improve 
intercultural relations, cultural diplo-
macy, and intercultural competence 
between the people of the United 
States and other countries through 
the exchange of persons, knowledge, and skills. 
It is one of the most prestigious and competitive 
fellowship programs in the world.

The Social & Behavioral 
Interventions (SBI) Alumni Award
Fiona Grubin, SBI
A merit-based award from contribu-
tions by master's and doctoral grad-
uates of the SBI program and their 
families in recognition of academic 
excellence and need.

Henry & Lola Beye Award
Sarah Elaraby, Social & Behavioral In-
terventions  (SBI)
This fund was established in 2001 
through the estate of Lola Beye, widow 
of Henry Beye, MD. Dr. Beye received 
his MPH degree from the School in 
1942 and was an authority on tropical 
diseases. He conducted intensive studies on elephanti-
asis, hemorrhagic fever, filariasis, and schistosomiasis. 
Mrs. Beye, a nurse, often worked in the field with Dr. 
Beye. This fund supports an outstanding student who 
has completed a medical degree and is pursuing a grad-
uate degree in the Department.

Lex Londino
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Assistant Professor Abdul Bachani was 
named Director of the Johns Hopkins 
International Injury Research Unit, which 
is based in the Department. Bachani has 
played a critical role in the Unit's first 10 
years of innovation and research in global 
injury prevention and control. A founding 

member, he first served as associate director for training 
and capacity development before becoming deputy 
director. As director, Bachani continues his leadership of 
a diverse, multidisciplinary team of faculty and scientists 
in injury prevention research, collaboration, and training.

News & HigHligHts

Congratulations to Our 
Delta Omega 

Honor Society Inductees 

FAculty HigHligHtsFAculty HigHligHts

Professor Peter Winch was named co-chair 
of the newly created Sustainability Lead-
ership Council (SLC) for Johns Hopkins 
University. The SLC will address a variety of 
issues to help reach the University’s goal of 
reducing its carbon emissions by 51 percent 
by 2025. In addition to energy efficiency 
in buildings, waste disposal and recycling, the committee 
will focus on linking sustainability directed programs at 
different Hopkins campuses and encourage collabora-
tions across University campuses. The SLC will include 
student voices in addition to faculty and administrators.

Assistant Scientist Yusra Shawar was 
awarded the Best Early Investiga-
tor Paper Prize by the International 
Studies Association (ISA) for her work 
on the paper entitled, “The World Bank 
and the right to health: A study of the 

institutions rights-based discourse. Shawar was pre-
sented the honor at ISA’s 60th annual convention. ISA is 
the primary gathering of international relations scholars 
around the world. The Global Health Section of the ISA 
established this award to recognize the best paper pre-
sented at the previous year’s conference by a researcher 
in the early phase of his or her career. 

Student Assembly Staff Recognition Award for 
Outstanding Service
For the third time in 7 years, Academic 
Program Manager Cristina Salazar has 
been honored with the Bloomberg School's 
Staff Recognition Award, given annual-
ly by the student body in recognition of 
outstanding contributions to the School and student life. 
Associate Professor and Associate Chair for Student Mat-
ters Maria Merritt commented: "It’s an honor to work with 
a colleague as wise and compassionate as Cristina. She 
cares about each of our students, and I’m learning contin-
ually from her about how we can most effectively put into 
practice our interest in students’ well-being and success." 

Canadian Women in Global Health List
Alumna and Associate Faculty Nasreen 
Jessani and Assistant Scientist Rosemary 
Morgan were 2 of just over 100 Canadi-
an women included in the first Canadian 
Women in Global Health List. Published by 

the Canadian Society for 
International Health, the 
List recognizes leaders 
across academia, government, non-gov-
ernmental organizations, civil society, 
and international organizations who 
have made substantial contributions to 
global health. 

Professor Joanne Katz was awarded the 
Ernest Lyman Stebbins Medal by Johns 
Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public 
Health for her extraordinary contribu-
tions to the School's educational pro-
grams. She also received a Golden Ap-
ple Award from the Student Assembly, bestowed by the 
student body to acknowledge the recipient’s special con-
tributions to student life. Katz serves as the Director of 
Academic Programs for the Department. In her role, she 
oversees all of the Department’s master’s and doctoral 
degrees, which involves more than 200 students.

Professor Anthony So Appointed Co-
Convener of the United Nations Interagency 
Coordination Group to lead global efforts 
on antimicrobial resistance. In this role, 
he led efforts to draw upon evidence and 
expertise from those working in the field 
from UN member states and agencies, civil 
society and the private sector. Read more 
on the back page of this newsletter.  

Assistant Scientist Sun Eun Lee received the 
2018 Rainer Gross Award for Recent Inno-
vations in Nutrition and Health in Develop-
ing Societies. Presented by the Hildegard 
Grunow Foundation, the award honors in-
ternational nutrition scientists who generate 
and pursue innovative ideas and projects in 

nutrition and health in developing societies. See the full 
story on page 15 of this newsletter. 

Bloomberg School Excellence in Teaching Recognition Awards 

Olakunle Alonge, MD, PhD, MPH

Abdulgafoor Bachani, PhD, MHS

Gilbert Burnham, MD, PhD, MSc

Emily Carter, PhD, MSPH

Victoria Chou, PhD, MS

Andreea Creanga, MD, PhD

Julie Denison, PhD, MHS

Cyrus Engineer, DrPH, MHS, MA

Steve Harvey, PhD, MHS 

Rebecca Heidkamp, PhD

Connie Hoe, PhD, MSW 

Adnan Hyder, MD, PhD, MPH

Caitlin Kennedy, PhD, MPH

Elli Leontsini, MD, MPH

Melissa Marx, PhD, MPH

Maria Merritt, PhD

Rosemary Morgan, PhD, MSc

Luke Mullany, PhD, MHS, MS

Melinda Munos, PhD, MHS

David Peters, MD, PhD, MPH

George Pariyo, PhD, MBCHB

Henry Perry, MD, PhD, MPH

Lois Privor-Dumm, MBA

Timothy Roberton, DrPH, MPH

M. Hafizur Rahman, DrPH, MBBS, 
MPH

Haneefa Saleem, PhD, MPH

Anthony So, MD, MPA

Pamela Surkan, ScD, PhD, MS

Antonio Trujillo, PhD, MPP

Neff Walker, PhD

Peter Winch, MD, MPH

31 International Health Faculty Receive Excellent Course Ratings in 
Summer Institute, 1st and 2nd terms of academic year 2018 – 19

Rosemary Morgan

Nasreen Jessani

Public Health Practice Award
Assanatou Bamogo, GDEC, received the 
master's degree award for Excellence in 
International Public Health Practice from 
the Bloomberg School's Office of Public 
Health Practice and Training. She worked 
with nonprofit African Crossroad Devel-
opment and the Women’s Association 
of Ouargaye on a campaign to increase awareness of 
chronic disease prevention and screen for cancer and 
other non-communicable diseases among rural commu-
nities in Burkina Faso.

Graduate Students
Karam Chohan
Chloe Dillaway 

Kathryn Gerber 
Jinhee Hur

Belinda Jivapong 
Diana Lu 

Andrew Marsh 
Neha Shah 

 Ashley Sheffel 
Jessi Silverman  

Staci Sutermaster 
Madeline Woo

 Shirley Yan 

Faculty
 Professor  

Sara Bennett

Boren Fellowships
Sunny Liu, SBI, for Swahili
Kat Fallon, SBI, for Arabic
Maia Johnstone, SBI, for Wolof
An initiative of the National Security Education Program, 
Boren Fellowships provide unique funding opportunities 
for US graduate students to study less commonly taught 
languages in world regions critical to US interests, and 
underrepresented in study abroad, including Africa, 
Asia, Central and Latin America, and the Middle East. 

studeNt HigHligHt

Fulbright-Fogarty Award in Public Health
Yasmin Ogale, SBI
The award is offered through a partnership between the 
Fulbright Program and the Fogarty International Center 
of the US National Institutes of Health. The award was es-
tablished to promote the expansion of research in public 
health and clinical research in resource-limited settings.

Associate Professor Caitlin Kennedy 
received a Golden Apple Award from 
the Student Assembly for her qualitative 
research course. The award recognizes 
excellence in teaching and is bestowed 
annually by the student body.
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Assistant Scientist Sun Eun Lee 
received the 2018 Rainer Gross 
Award for Recent Innovations in 
Nutrition and Health in Devel-
oping Societies at the 18th Latin 
American Congress of Nutrition in 
Guadalajara, Mexico. Presented by 
the Hildegard Grunow Foundation, 
the award honors international 
nutrition scientists who generate 
and pursue innovative ideas and 
projects in nutrition and health in 
developing societies. The award 
is named for Dr. Rainer Gross, a 

renowned nutritionist who worked for years combating 
micronutrient deficiencies as a senior officer at UNICEF. 

Lee was honored for her paper in the Journal of Nutri-
tion entitled, The Plasma Proteome Is Associated with 
Anthropometric Status of Undernourished Nepalese 
School-Aged Children. The award provides international 
recognition for her, and her colleagues at the Bloomberg 
School, seminal work on plasma proteomics as a plat-
form on which to assess micronutrient deficiencies and 
other aspects of malnutrition in low-income populations.

Proteomics, the study of proteins in the blood, has been 
shown to offer novel insights to the nutritional status 
of individuals. Development in proteomics has opened 

Assistant Professor Joseph Ali received a new grant from 
the National Institutes of Health (NIH) Fogarty Interna-
tional Center to strengthen education and capacity in 
research ethics in Ethiopia. Ali, who is also the Associate 
Director for Global Programs at the Johns Hopkins Ber-
man Institute of Bioethics, will lead the project along with 
Dr. Adamu Addissie, associate professor in the College of 
Health Sciences at Addis Ababa University, and Dr. Adnan 
Hyder, professor and senior associate dean for research 
at the Milken Institute School of Public Health of George 
Washington University. 

The initiative, called the Johns Hopkins University-Addis 
Ababa University Research Ethics Training Program, aims 
to galvanize the research ethics landscape in Ethiopia by 
implementing an innovative model of sustainable capaci-
ty strengthening. The five-year award is for $1.2 million. 

The grant supports the development of a research ethics 
specialization within the existing Master of Public Health 
program and the creation of a dedicated research ethics 
unit at Addis Ababa University (AAU). The project will 

Congratulations Doctoral Students 
24 Successful Theses in Academic Year 2018 – 2019

Josh Colston, PHD, Global Disease Epidemiology 
and Control (GDEC) 
Seasonality and Hydrometeorological Predictors 
of Rotavirus Infection in an Eight-site Birth Cohort 
Study:  Implications for Modeling and Predicting 
Pathogen-specific Enteric Disease Burden

Matthew Dudley, PHD, GDEC 
How Pregnant Women in the United States 
Perceive Vaccines for Themselves, their Close 
Contacts, and their Children

Karen Finnegan, PHD, Health Systems 
The Measurement of Pneumonia Incidence and 
Mortality in Malawi in Children Under Five

Douglas Glandon, PHD, Health Systems 
Developing a metric for frontline worker 
collaboration in India's Integrated Child 
Development Services: A step toward measuring 
the "missing middle" of multi-sectoral collaboration

Jaya Gupta, PHD, Health Systems 
Motivating Health Workers:  The Role of Nurse 
Mentoring in Low and Middle-income Countries

Md. Zabir Hasan, PHD, Health Systems 
Social Capital and its relationship with health-
related behavior and care-seeking practice in rural 
Uttar Pradesh, India

Michael Humes, DRPH 
Assessment of a Community-Based Approach to 
Birth Registration in Northern Ghana

Erin Hunter, PHD, Social and Behavioral 
Interventions (SBI) 
Self-efficacy in addressing Menstrual needs: 
Construct Conceptualization and Measurement in 
Bangladeshi Schoolgirls

Jinhee Hur, PHD, Human Nutrition 
Nutritional Determinants of Pubertal Development 
of Girls in Rural Bangladesh

Brittany Jock, PHD, SBI 
Strategies to Develop, Identify, and Sustain 
Structural Changes for Obesity Prevention in Native 
American Communities:  Formative Research 
Findings from OPREVENT2

Eunice Kagucia, PHD, GDEC 
M-Health Interventions to Improve Measles 
Vaccination Coverage and Timeliness:  An 
Assessment of the Immediate and Long-term 
Impact on Vaccine-seeking in Rural Kenya

Hyunju Kim, PHD, Human Nutrition 
Plant-based diet indices and the risk of chronic 
kidney disease, cardiovascular morbidity and 
mortality in American adults

Amy Margolies, PHD, Health Systems 
Seeding Change? Improving and Understanding 
Household Food Security in a Nutrition-sensitive 
Agriculture Program in Malawi: A Mixed-methods 
Study

Andrew Marsh, PHD, GDEC 
Assessing the Determinants of Care-seeking 
for Childhood Illness in Rural Pune District, 
Maharashtra State, India

Htet Oo, DRPH 
Saving Mothers and Children in a Post-conflict 
Setting:  Improving the Quality of Maternal and 
Child Health Services in Afghanistan

Anooj Pattnaik, DrPH 
Assessing the Implementation Strength of Family 
Planning Programs in Malawi:  Methods for 
Collecting Data, Creating Composite Scores, and 
Linking to Key Outcomes

Antonio Quispe, PHD, GDEC 
Challenges and Opportunities for Pursuing Malaria 
Elimination in Peru

Casey Risko, PHD, Health Systems 
The Health Impact of Labor Rights Violations 
Against Migrant Workers in Selangor State, 
Malaysia

Jessica Rothstein, PHD, SBI 
Formula Use Among Young Infants In Peri-
urban Peru:  Determinants, Repercussions, and 
Opportunities for Intervention

Saba Rouhani, PHD, GDEC 
Gut Microbes, Enteropathy and Child Growth:  The 
Role of the Microbiota in the Cycle of Diarrhea and 
Undernutrition in Peru

Ashley Sheffel, DRPH 
Quality of Antenatal Care Services in Low-
income Countries:  Investigating its Meaning and 
Measurement

Angela Trude, PHD, Human Nutrition 
Impact of the B'More Healthy Communities for Kids 
Intervention on Diet and Food-Related Behaviors 
Among Low-Income Urban African American Youth 
and Their Adult Caregivers

Jess Wilhelm, PHD, Health Systems 
The Impact of Transitioning Donor Health 
Programs:  Evidence from the PEPFAR Geographic 
Prioritization in Uganda

Kendra Williams, PHD, SBI 
Adoption of Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPD) Stoves 
in Puno, Peru: Exploring Exclusive Use, Fuel Needs, 
Time Savings

also help promote research 
around key priorities for 
research ethics and support 
a national bioethics forum in 
Ethiopia. Trainees at AAU will 
receive support to conduct 
research around a wide 
range of nationally relevant 
ethical issues, including 
those associated with 
infectious disease, genetics 
and genomics, and non-
communicable disease research.  

The JHU-AAU collaboration builds on 18 years of 
continuous NIH Fogarty-funded bioethics training at 
Johns Hopkins. The program will work with Africa-based 
ethics experts and existing research programs and 
initiatives in Ethiopia to advance training, leadership, 
service and scholarship.

Contributor: Melissa Reed

up enormous possibilities for measuring population-lev-
el nutritional deficiencies and excesses. While currently 
batteries of tests to assess these burdens in populations 
exist, they require extensive resources—both technologi-
cal and financial—and often take years to assess, analyze 
and report. The development and refinement of proteomic 
technology offers a promising single platform that could 
produce similar assessments in months rather than years 
as typically occurs, and for a fraction of the cost and labor.

Dr. Lee earned her bachelor’s and master’s degrees in 
Food and Nutrition from Yonsei University where she 
studied complex interactions of nutrition and infection. In 
2015, she earned her doctorate at the Bloomberg School 
in the Department of International Health’s Program for 
Human Nutrition. She is currently working with several 
biotechnology firms to develop a low-cost instrument 
that will be capable of assessing approximately 30 identi-
fied proteins capable of predicting nutritional and health 
status. Dr. Lee foresees, and is pursuing, the day where 
the health, nutrition, and developmental inequities of 
child populations can be more readily assessed in low-in-
come societies.

Hopkins alumni and faculty, including Christine Stewart, 
Kerry Schulze, Robert Cole, Lee S-F Wu, James Yager, 
John Groopman, Subarna Khatry, Parul Christian, and 
Keith West Jr. were also authors, as well as Nepalese sci-
entist Ramesh Kant Adhikari.

Assistant Scientist Sun 
Eun Lee was honored for 
her paper in the Journal of 
Nutrition

Assistant Professor Joseph 
Ali, International Health, and 
Associate Director for Global 
Programs at the Johns Hopkins 
Berman Institute of Bioethics

International Health Faculty Receives NIH Fogarty Funding to 
Establish Research Ethics Training Program in Ethiopia

International Health Faculty Wins Award for 
Innovation in Nutrition and Health in Developing Societies



In an official ceremony at the United Nations (UN), Professor 
Anthony So handed off a report from the UN Interagency 

Coordination Group (IACG) on Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR) to 
UN Secretary General António Guterres. Professor So, as one of the 
co-conveners of the IACG, led efforts to draw upon evidence and 
expertise from those working in the field from UN member states 
and agencies, civil society and the private sector. As drug-resistant 
infections mount, the UN General Assembly called for the creation 
of this group with a mandate to provide practical guidance for 
approaches needed to ensure sustained, effective global action to 
address AMR.  

At the UN, Professor So stressed that governments must urgently 
act on the IACG’s recommendations. “If we hope to have a future 
free from the fear of untreatable infections,” he warned, “we can pay 
now to address antimicrobial resistance—or pay much more later.” 
In addition to the call for immediate, planned, and united action, the 
IACG report notes that the toll from drug-resistant illnesses could 
result in 10 million deaths annually by 2050. By 2030, inaction could 
force 24 million more people into extreme poverty. The recommen-
dations underscored the need for equitable and affordable access to 
antimicrobials, not just their effective stewardship, and aligned with 
the push towards universal health coverage. 

Professor So’s work helps shape policies and programs that ensure 
access to life-saving antibiotics will be equitable and affordable for 
those in need. He serves as the Director of the Strategic Policy Pro-
gram for ReAct - Action on Antibiotic Resistance. ReAct is a global 
network dedicated to meeting the challenge of antibiotic resistance. 
The Strategic Policy Program is also the Secretariat of the Antibiotic 
Resistance Coalition, comprised of civil society organizations work-
ing in health, agriculture, consumer and development sectors. Over 
the past year, the Program co-organized a three-day strategy con-
ference for civil society on addressing AMR; a global teleconsultation 

for the Tripartite agencies 
(World Health Organiza-
tion, Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the UN and 
the World Organization 
for Animal Health) on the 
Global Development and 
Stewardship Framework 
in advance of a Member 
State consultation; and 
convened civil society part-
ners to discuss “Globalizing 
Food Campaigns: Sharing 
Strategies to Address An-
timicrobial Resistance” in 
Bangkok, Thailand.
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International Health Faculty Presents Expert Recommendations On  
Antimicrobial Resistance to UN Secretary General

Innovation and Access to Health Technologies
Professor So also directs the School’s Innova-
tion+Design Enabling Access (IDEA) Initiative. The 
IDEA Initiative has worked to foster the innovation 
and design of new technologies for greater health 
access and impact. For the Johns Hopkins Alliance 
for a Healthier World, he leads the thematic work 
on Transformative Technologies and Institutions. 
Through a University-wide Technology Product 
Lifecycle Committee, the theme has advanced dis-
cussion of norms of open access and open science 
to help ensure greater reach of the knowledge and 
innovation generated by the University.

The Initiative supports the teaching of a Summer 
Institute course on “Designing Transformative 
Innovation in Global Health” and organized the 
inaugural Leaders Enabling Access to Pharmaceu-
ticals (LEAP) workshop introducing students to 
policy efforts to ensure innovation and affordable 
access to health technologies. The Initiative 
partners with ReAct and the International Feder-
ation of Medical Students’ Associations (IFMSA) 
to sponsor a global student design competition 
on AMR. Called Innovate4AMR, this year’s com-
petition challenges student teams to develop 
innovative solutions in resource-limited healthcare 
settings. The WHO will support and co-fund the 
capacity-building workshop for the winning teams 
during World Antibiotic Awareness Week in Gene-
va (November 18 – 24, 2019). This year’s deadline 
to apply is September 16. 
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Professor So speaking before a symposium panel on trade, 
agriculture and antimicrobial resistance at the Council of For-
eign Relations. He described how agricultural trade that con-
nected the globe and also ensured greater food security could 
also be “a superhighway for distributing the next superbug.” 
These trade flows also suggest priorities as to where efforts to 
curb antimicrobial use in food production might focus. 


