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One of the strengths of our aca-
demic program is its network of 
institutions and individuals that 
reaches around the world. In just 
the past 5 years, our students have 
worked in more than 75 countries 
with over 350 organizations. From 

conducting original research in the field to intern-
ships at ministries of health, I’m always impressed 
by the variety of topics our students pursue and by 
the places they end up.  

International Health faculty deserve immense cred-
it for creating and maintaining this network, which 
opens up opportunities for students. An example 
I’m particularly proud of is the Program in Applied 
Vaccine Experiences, or PAVE. Created by Profes-
sor Ruth Karron in 2010, this internship placement 
program matches Bloomberg School students with 
leading global health agencies, including the WHO 
headquarters in Geneva and the CDC in Atlanta. 
You can learn more about the program and meet 
one of its alumni in articles in this issue.  

I’m also continually impressed by the achievement 
of our faculty and students. You can read about a 
small selection of them in this issue. But, I’d like to 
mention one additional case. After an extensive in-
ternational search, our own Dr. Kawsar Talaat was 
selected as the inaugural Clayton D. Harro Faculty 
Development Chair, which is based in the Depart-
ment. The endowed chair was established in mem-
ory of Dr. Clayton Harro, faculty in the Department 
and Director of the Enteric Vaccine Evaluation Unit 
at our Center for Immunization Research. Dr. Harro 
was a tremendous leader and researcher. Dr. Talaat 
is the perfect choice to honor his legacy. 

And finally, congratulations to our 2018 graduates. 
Over 20 dissertations were defended successfully 
and more than 60 master’s degrees were awarded. 
International Health alumni are one of our greatest 
assets in the effort to help the world’s most vul-
nerable and disadvantaged people improve their 
health and well-being.

—David Peters, Edgar Berman Professor and Chair
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Collrane Frivold, an MSPH graduate of the Depart-
ment of International Health’s Program in Global Dis-
ease Epidemiology and Control, recently visited the 
Bloomberg School to attend events celebrating the 
10th annual Vaccine Day at Hopkins. After several 
days of meetings at the World Health Organization 
(WHO) in Geneva, she had a layover in Baltimore for 
a couple days on her way back home to Seattle. In 
addition to presenting a poster on a user evaluation 
of novel blow-fill-seal parenteral vaccine contain-
ers during Vaccine Day, she was able to visit former 
teachers and peers at an alumni reception for the 
School’s Program in Applied Vaccine Experiences 
(PAVE), which she was a part of in 2016. PAVE, which 
is sponsored by the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation 
and the Department of International Health, places 
students in vaccine-focused internships at WHO; 
Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance; the Pan American Health 
Organization; the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention; and UNICEF. Collrane was kind enough 
to spend a little time telling me about her experience 
at Hopkins and her current work at PATH, an interna-
tional nonprofit and leader in global health innovation.

Can you tell me a bit about your work at PATH?
Since June 2017, I’ve been working at PATH as a pro-
gram associate in the Devices and Tools Program’s 
Packaging and Delivery Technologies Portfolio. I 
provide technical and program management sup-
port to develop tools and methods that improve 
safety, acceptability, and effectiveness of vaccine 
and drug delivery. I’ve worked on several alternative 
delivery technologies including microarray patches, 
respiratory formulation and delivery, and intrader-
mal-capable technologies used for fractional-dose 
vaccine delivery.

I am currently working on several projects using mi-
croarray patch technology to deliver vaccines such 
as measles-rubella as well as drugs, including the de-
livery of HIV pre-exposure prophylaxis. Microarray 
patches are a discreet, easy-to-use technology that 
contain an array of micron-scale projections that 
painlessly penetrate the top layer of skin to deliver 
a vaccine, drug, or even diagnostic. These patches 
offer a number of benefits that could help improve 
adherence to all types of drug regimens. They also 

enable alternative delivery scenarios—increasing 
coverage, enhance immunogenicity of novel vac-
cines, and reduce the burden on health systems. 

What are some of the innovations or research 
you’re most excited about now? 
I’m very interested in how innovations can facilitate 
delivery and increase equitable access to vaccines 
and essential medicines. For instance, I find sublin-
gual vaccine delivery fascinating—i.e., delivering a 
vaccine via the mucosal surfaces under the tongue 
rather than swallowing it. For instance, AIDS, tuber-
culosis, acute respiratory-tract infections, and diar-
rheal diseases are all caused by pathogens that enter 
the body via the mucosa, tissue linings found in the 
oral cavity, and the reproductive and gastrointestinal 
tracts. Vaccines administered directly to the mucosa 
can trigger key antibodies and preferentially activate 
specific cells, which potentially makes them more ef-
fective at preventing these infections. Besides the 
biological benefits, sublingual delivery technologies 
are needle-free, improve thermostability—meaning 
the vaccines are less prone to damage by changes 
in temperature—and are easy to use, which could 
enable task-shifting to lesser trained health workers. 

I’m also passionate about Total Systems Effective-
ness, which is a holistic approach to prioritize or de-
cide between products from a systems perspective, 
taking into consideration coverage, equity, program-
matic implications, and full systems cost. I enjoy 
gathering and analyzing evidence to understand the 
health impact as well as the commodity and delivery 
costs of alternative vaccine presentations. 

continued on next page
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What was your master’s capstone topic?
My MSPH capstone was on tetanus vaccination in 
Papua New Guinea and proposed policy recommen-
dations the National Department of Health could 
implement to achieve broader tetanus protection 
and control post-maternal and neonatal tetanus 
elimination. It resulted from the work I did as an in-
tern through PAVE. The program placed me at WHO 
headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland. I worked di-
rectly for WHO’s Strategic Advisory Group of Ex-
perts on Immunization (SAGE). It was an incredible 
experience that provided me a deep understanding 
of immunization policy, current challenges faced 
by immunization programs worldwide, and con-
firmed my desire to pursue vaccine research in my 
future career. In just a few months at WHO, I draft-
ed an updated WHO tetanus vaccine position pa-
per, conducted a literature review, helped organize 
the biannual SAGE meeting, and sat in on count-
less fascinating meetings. The knowledge I gained 
through my PAVE internship has been instrumental 
to my success in my current position and is unlike 
any other vaccine internship opportunity. 

The PAVE internship experience also accelerated 
my career by enabling me to build relationships 
with leaders in vaccinology. Moreover, attending 
the deliberations where WHO vaccine recommen-
dations were decided upon was invaluable and 
helped me understand the type of evidence I must 
generate as a public health professional so that the 
novel packaging and delivery technologies I am re-
searching can be approved and recommended for 
use in low-resource settings. 

I should also mention the Vaccine Science and 
Policy Certificate I received from Hopkins. In my 

daily work at PATH, I draw on the expertise 
in vaccinology I gained through the courses 
required in that certificate program. For 
instance, when I am evaluating the technical 
and programmatic feasibility of vaccine-
technology pairings, I draw on the vaccines 
I learned about in the Vaccine Development 
and Application course. I also consider how 
the vaccine type and route of immunization 
impact the immune response, which was a 
core competency of the Biological Basis of 
Vaccine Development course, to determine if 
the vaccine is compatible with the technology 
and the potential programmatic benefits of 

delivering the vaccine through a novel delivery 
technology like a microarray patch. 

Do you have any advice to current or future 
students?

The Bloomberg School is a magical place. Every 
time I walk through the doors, I’m reminded why 
I work in public health and inspired by my accom-
plished colleagues and professors. I would recom-
mend taking courses that will develop your skills, 
such as Stata Programming. These classes might 
not be as exciting as a deep dive into your favor-
ite disease area, but they will be vital to your fu-
ture success. I would also encourage you to let your 
interests grow. I anticipated that graduate school 
would help me refine my interests. However, after 
my time at Hopkins, I felt like my interests only ex-
panded, and I learned about new research areas I 
had never considered before. If you’re interested in 
vaccines, I highly recommend completing the Vac-
cine Science and Policy Certificate and applying for 
PAVE. PAVE is one of the reasons I decided to at-
tend the Bloomberg School, and I cannot imagine 
where I would be now if I hadn’t pursued the fel-
lowship. Furthermore, don’t forget to have fun and 
build relationships with your fellow students. Stu-
dents at JHSPH come from a diverse background 
of rich experiences, and I grew so much learning 
from my peers. 

One clear sign of appreciative alumni is attendance at 
a reunion. Despite being based in more than a dozen 
countries, over half of all the Program in Applied Vac-
cine Experiences (PAVE) alumni attended—whether 
virtually or in person—this internship program’s re-
union in April. PAVE, which is co-sponsored by the 
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation and the Depart-
ment of International Health, places Johns Hopkins 
Bloomberg School of Public Health graduate students 
in vaccine-focused internships at five leading global 
health agencies in the U.S. and Switzerland. 

The reunion marked the program’s 9th year and was 
filled with a day of exciting and informative events. 
In addition to reconnecting with former instructors, 
advisors, peers, and the newest class of interns, four 
alumnae from 2017 presented on their recent in-
ternship experiences. Many also presented scientific 
posters the following day at the School’s 10th annual 
Vaccine Day, which showcases the breadth of vac-
cine-related research by students and faculty at the 
Bloomberg School. 

International Health Alum Kirsten Vannice, PhD ’14, 
gave the reunion’s keynote speech, reflecting on the 
insights and skills she developed from the program. 
Dr. Vannice did her internship in Geneva with the 
World Health Organization’s (WHO) Immunization, 
Vaccines and Biologicals Department and subse-
quently worked with WHO for four years. Now an Ep-
idemic Intelligence Service (EIS) Officer at the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), Dr. 
Vannice affectionately recounted numerous lessons 
learned from her internship mentors at the WHO and 
the Bloomberg School, and on the program’s direct 
impact on the course of her professional career.

PAVE is a truly unique internship program for stu-
dents interested in pursuing a public health career 
focused on any aspect of vaccines, from develop-
ment to policy. In addition to the WHO, PAVE match-
es Bloomberg School graduate students at Gavi, the 

Vaccine Alliance; Pan American Health Organization; 
the CDC; and UNICEF. Through PAVE, students spend 
12 to 16 weeks working full time at one of these in-
ternational organizations. The program is led by In-
ternational Health faculty Ruth Karron,  MD, profes-
sor, Global Disease Epidemiology & Control (GDEC) 
and Jessica Atwell, PhD '16, MPH '11, assistant sci-
entist, GDEC. Until 2015 the program was only able 
to place students at the WHO and went by a differ-
ent name (VIEW). Dr. Karron, the founding director, 
was able to expand the program’s scope to allow for 
placements at four additional agencies. 

Thirty-seven students have already completed the 
program and six begin this year. “It’s incredible to 
see how our PAVE Scholars grow. In just a matter of 
months, they transition from eager students to bud-
ding experts, capable of discussing some of the most 
important current issues in international vaccine 
policy and delivery with senior Bloomberg School 
faculty and experts in the field,” says Dr. Atwell. 

Alumni attendance is not the only metric of PAVE’s 
success. Interns have a strong record of co-authoring 
peer-reviewed papers and policy guideline docu-
ments with their mentors at the five participating 

agencies. And over half con-
tinued to work or consult with 
their agencies after their in-
ternship. But, the datum that 
brings the most satisfaction 
to Drs. Atwell and Karron: 
over 92 percent continue to 
work in vaccine-related roles.

Microarray patch appl icat ion.  Photo taken dur ing a  user  evaluat ion in  Ghana.             Photo credit :  PATH
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PAVE is one of the reasons I decided 
to attend the Bloomberg School, and 
I cannot imagine where I would 
be now if I hadn’t pursued the 
fellowship.
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Procter & Gamble Fellowships
Kirstie Ducharme-Smith, Social & 
Behavioral Interventions (SBI)
Swetha Manohar, Human Nutrition
Monica Pasqualino, Human Nutrition
Established by Procter & Gamble in 2003, 
this fund supports master’s, doctoral 
and post-doctoral students committed 
to advancing the health and well-being of women 
and children through the provision of clean water and 
improved nutrition.

Lillian Hiss – Ethel Crosby Scholarship
Isabel Slettebak, Health Systems
This award was established to honor Lillian Hiss and 
Ethel Crosby, nurses who dedicated their careers to 
public health nursing at the Catonsville Health Clinic.  
In 1971, the Clinic was sold, and the proceeds were 
donated to the School to support graduate students 
with nursing backgrounds.

Diana Hess Scholarship
Staci Sutermaster, Health Systems
In 1983 the Diana Hess Memorial Fund 
was established with contributions 
from her family and friends. Diana 
Hess, a former Peace Corps volunteer 
in Kenya, was devoted to improving 
public health in Africa. The Hess Fund provides an an-
nual scholarship to students in the Department of In-
ternational Health. Preference is given to those plan-
ning to work in Africa. 

Nancy Stephens Award
Douglas Glandon, Health Systems
Shannon King, Human Nutrition
Established in 1970 as the International 
Health Fund, this fund provides grants 

to master’s or doctoral 
students in the Depart-
ment who are complet-
ing their degrees. For 37 years Nancy 
Stephens was the immensely popular 
student coordinator in the Department. 
At her retirement in 2001, Dr. Robert 
Black renamed the fund in her honor. 

studeNt AwArds ANd scHolArsHips

Harry D. Kruse Fellowship in Nutrition
Swetha Manohar, Human Nutrition 
The Kruse family established the Harry D. Kruse Fellow-
ship in Nutrition in 1987 to support a continuing doc-
toral candidate in the Program in Human Nutrition who 
has displayed outstanding achievement and promise.  
The fellowship honors Dr. Harry Kruse who received 
his ScD degree in 1926 and was a distinguished faculty 
member in the Department of Biochemistry.

John Snow Award
Diana Lu, Global Disease 
Epidemiology & Control (GDEC)
Michelle Selim, GDEC

John Snow, Inc.’s mission 
is to provide an exten-
sive range of research 
and consulting services to the health 
care and service sectors. Its Internation-
al Division provides technical assistance 
designed to enhance the effectiveness 
and quality of public health programs. 

The John Snow, Inc. Award, an annual award created 
in 2001, provides financial assistance to outstanding, 
second-year master’s students in the Department who 
are engaged in internships in the field.

Mary and Carl Taylor Fund
Katherine Merrill, SBI
The Mary and Carl Taylor Fund was cre-
ated in 1995 with contributions from 
faculty and alumni in honor of the Tay-
lors’ commitment to the students of 
the School of Public Health and to im-
proving international health through research and ac-
tion. The fund provides support to a student working in 
the area of international bioethics.

The Harry J. Prebluda Fellowship in 
Nutritional Biochemistry
Anita Panjwani, Human Nutrition
This fellowship was established in 
1990 by Mrs. Harry J. Prebluda and 
her children in memory of her late 
husband. Harry Prebluda earned his 
doctorate degree in Biochemistry at 
the School in 1937 and worked closely 
with E.V. McCollum. The fellowship fosters the careers 
of outstanding young scientists focusing on nutritional 
biochemistry and metabolism.

Humanitarian Assistance Award
Quinn Marshall, Human Nutrition
Kayla Pfeiffer-Mundt, Health Systems
This fund provides support to master’s 
and doctoral students who are commit-
ted to improving humanitarian response 
and health for refugees, displaced per-
sons and populations affected by con-
flict and natural disasters.

The Elsa Orent Keiles Fellowship in Human Nutrition 
in International Health
Farah Behbehani, Human Nutrition 
Marie Spiker, Human Nutrition 
This fellowship was established in 1996 
with a bequest from the estate of Elsa 
Orent Keiles, ScD ’25, a graduate of the 
Department of Chemical Hygiene (now 
Biochemistry and Molecular Biology). In 
keeping with Dr. Keiles’ research interests, the award 
provides tuition support for graduate students with 
demonstrated financial needs in the Department of 
Biochemistry and Molecular Biology or the Program in 
Human Nutrition in International Health.

Henry & Lola Beye Award
Marwa Ramadan, Health Systems
This fund was established in 2001 
through the estate of Lola Beye, widow 
of Henry Beye, MD. Dr. Beye received his 
MPH degree from the School in 1942 and 
was an authority on tropical diseases. He 
conducted intensive studies on elephantiasis, hemor-
rhagic fever, filariasis, and schistosomiasis. Mrs. Beye, a 
nurse, often worked in the field with Dr. Beye. This fund 
supports an outstanding student who has completed a 
medical degree and is pursuing a graduate degree in the 
Department. 

studeNt AwArds ANd scHolArsHips

Anita Panjwani

Richard Morrow Award 
Laura Beres, SBI
This scholarship is in honor of Richard 
H. Morrow, MD, MPH, who was a pro-
fessor in the Department from 1991 
until his death in 2013. Dr. Morrow, a 
pioneer in the field of health systems 
and international public health, is remembered for 
his brilliance, curiosity, humility, humor, generosity, 
grace, and, above all, his integrity.

Staci Sutermaster

Marwa Ramadan 

Kayla Pfeiffer-
Mundt

Michelle Selim

 Katherine Merrill

Douglas Glandon

Shannon King

Laura Beres

Marie Spiker

The David and Elinor Bodian Scholarship
Erin Hunter, SBI
The David and Elinor Bodian Founda-
tion established this award to honor 
the late Dr. David Bodian, who served 
on the School’s faculty from 1942 to 
1947, and his wife Elinor. Dr. Bodian’s 
seminal research on the behavior of 
the poliovirus contributed to the de-
velopment of the polio vaccine and to 
worldwide progress in combating this crippling dis-
ease. The fund provides annual support to a doctoral 
student at the School whose dissertation research is 
at a critical juncture.

Carol Eliasberg Martin Scholarship
Taylor Holroyd, GDEC
This fund was established in 1998 by the Eliasberg 
Family Foundation in memory of Carol Eliasberg 
Martin, MHS ’82 who died in 1997 after a long bat-
tle with cancer. This fund provides annual support to 
an outstanding doctoral student or postdoctoral fel-
low whose work holds promise for preventing cancers 
that affect women, with a focus on breast and ovarian 
cancers.

Georgeda Buchbinder Award
Ankita Meghani, Health Systems 
Dr. Georgeda Buchbinder received her MPH from the 
School in 1984. She then moved to Hawaii and began 
a public health career by teaching Population Science 
and International Health. Her career was progressing 
extraordinarily well when she was diagnosed with can-
cer. This fund was established by friends and colleagues 
after her death to celebrate her all-too-brief career in 
public health. This fund annually supports students, ju-
nior faculty, or other priority projects in international 
health. 

Erin Hunter

2018 Delta Omega Scholarship 
Competition Winner  
Ankita Meghani, Health Systems, won 
in the Policy and Practice category for 
her submission entitled, “Unpacking 
the complexities of district-level deci-
sion-making for health: how to empow-
er decision-makers to act on data in 
Uttar Pradesh, India.”

Swetha 
Manohar

Diana Lu

Ankita 
Meghani
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News & HigHligHts
FAculty HigHligHts

Education Innovation Awards
To encourage the development of new and innovative 
methods of teaching, the Department established an 
educational small grants program for faculty. The lat-
est round of funding was awarded to Assistant Pro-
fessor Andreea Creanga and Professor Luke Mullany 
for their submission entitled, Science Communication 
and Media Training Workshop. The selection commit-
tee for this year was David Peters, Maria Merritt and 
Joanne Katz. The award will be used to develop and 
conduct a one-day science communication and me-
dia training workshop led by Drs. Creanga, Mullany, 
and Janis Winogradsky, a communications and me-
dia specialist at the CDC. It will be associated with Drs. 
Creanga and Mullany’s Maternal and Neonatal Mor-
tality in Low-Income Countries course and will take 
place during 2nd term of 2018-2019. The goal of the 
workshop is to build student skills and confidence in 
their ability to communicate public health message to 
target audiences. 

Ideas Incubator Grants
The Department of International Health funds a 
small grants program, the Ideas Incubator Grant, to 
strengthen the Department's existing work, promote 
innovative research, and stimulate new pathways of 
sustainable inquiry. The latest recipients are:

Assistant Scientist Almamy Kante, with co-inves-
tigators Assistant Scientist Alain Koffi and Senior 
Research Associate Aveika Akum: Integrating 
causes of death data in the civil registration system 
in Saint-Louis, Senegal

Assistant Scientist Mufaro Kanyangarara: 
Feasibility study of a mobile health application for 
cross-border malaria surveillance

Assistant Scientist Sun Eun Lee, with co-principal 
investigator Associate Scientist Kerry Schulze and 
co-investigator Professor Keith West Jr.: Maternal 
DNA Damage Response and Risk of Miscarriage: a 
population-based nested case-control study in rural 
Bangladesh

Alain Labrique, PhD '07, MHS '99, MS 
associate professor, GDEC, received 
the Excellence in International Public 
Health Practice Award from the 
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of 
Public Health’s Office of Public Health 
Practice and Training. The award was 
presented by the School’s Vice Dean for Public Health 
Practice and Community Engagement and Professor 
of the Practice, Dr. Josh Sharfstein, at a ceremony 
marking the end of Public Health Practice Week.

Center for Global Health Mentorship Awards  

Caitlin Kennedy, PhD '09, MPH '04, 
associate professor and director, 
Social & Behavioral Interventions 
(SBI)

Connie Hoe, PhD '15, MSW, assistant 
scientist, Health Systems

An integral part 
of Global Health 

Day at Hopkins is recognizing the 
faculty mentors who play a role 
in shaping international student 
experiences. Nominated by stu-
dents, these mentors showcase 
the qualities and attributes that 
define dedicated, passionate, caring mentors.

News & HigHligHts

Lindsay Grant, PhD ’10, MPH, assis-
tant scientist, GDEC, received the 
Robert Austrian Research Award at 
the 11th International Symposium 
on Pneumococci and Pneumococ-
cal Diseases (ISPPD). To honor the 
memory of Robert Austrian for his 
pioneering and immensely import-
ant research on pneumococci and pneumococcal 
diseases, Pfizer is sponsoring research awards in the 
field of pneumococcal vaccinology. Dr. Grant received 
funding for her proposal to investigate the underlying 
causes for the persistent disparity of invasive pneu-
mococcal disease on Navajo Nation, despite high 
pneumococcal vaccine coverage rates.  

Mathu Santosham, MD, MPH '75, 
professor, Health Systems, won the 
2017 Prince Mahidol Award in the 
field of Public Health, which recog-
nizes “outstanding contribution in 

the field of public health for the sake of the well-be-
ing of the peoples.” Over the past decade, Santosham 
has served as a leader in global, regional, and coun-
try-focused post-licensure work that moved evidence 
to policy and onward to implementation and scale-up, 
ensuring that children around the world, especially 
those most in need, had access to these life-saving 
vaccines.

Abdullah H. Baqui, DrPH '90, MPH 
'85, MBBS, professor, Health Systems, 
received the 2017 APHA Carl E. Taylor 
Lifetime Achievement Award from the 
American Public Health Association 
(APHA). The award honors the visionar-
ies and leaders in the APHA who have 
shaped the direction of international 

health. Created by APHA's International Health Sec-
tion, the award was named after the founding chair of 
the Bloomberg School’s Department of International 
Health, Dr. Carl E. Taylor, who dedicated his life to the 
well-being of the world's vulnerable and disadvan-
taged people.

Andrew Thorne-Lyman, ScD, MHS 
’97, associate scientist, Human Nutri-
tion, received a 2017 Sackler Science 
Research Award from the New York 
Academy of Sciences’ Sackler Insti-
tute for Nutrition Science. The Sack-
ler Institute provides direct funding 
to stimulate research in important 
gap areas through grants and an annual competitive 
award. Projects selected for funding support under-
studied topics where multi-disciplinary approaches 
are needed, with a focus on implementation science. 
With the award, Dr. Thorne-Lyman and his team will 
analyze the dietary patterns of 30,000 adolescents, 
aged 8-14 in Bangladesh to better understand where 
they are, how they spend their time, and what the risk 
factors are for poor diet. The findings will be used to 
develop more targeted interventions that could lead 
to dietary change. 

Victoria M. O’Keefe, PhD, (Chero-
kee/Seminole Nations of Oklaho-
ma) assistant professor, SBI, will 
receive the 2018 American Psy-
chological Association Award for 
Distinguished Graduate Student 
in Professional Psychology at the 
126th Annual APA Conference in 
August. The annual award is pre-
sented to a graduate student who 

has demonstrated outstanding practice and appli-
cation of psychology. Dr. O’Keefe joined the Depart-
ment and the Center for American Indian Health in 
2017.  She is being honored for her work as a gradu-
ate student at Oklahoma State University where she 
received her doctoral degree.   

Marie Spiker, Human Nutrition, received the Com-
mission on Dietetic Registration Diversity Scholarship 
from the Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics Founda-
tion. Spiker is pursuing a career in nutrition and di-
etetics and is a member of the Academy of Nutrition 
and Dietetics, the world’s largest organization of food 
and nutrition professionals. The Academy is commit-
ted to accelerating improvements in global health and 
well-being through food and nutrition.

Aurash Soroosh, Human Nutrition, was awarded the 
Janette Smith Memorial Scholarship from the Acad-
emy of Nutrition and Dietetics Foundation. Soroosh is 
pursuing a career in nutrition and dietetics and is a 
member of the Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics, 
the world’s largest organization of food and nutrition 
professionals. 

studeNt HigHligHts

Joanne Katz, ScD '93, MS, professor, 
GDEC, received the 2018 Ernest 
Lyman Stebbins Medal.  This award, 
given by faculty of the Johns Hopkins 
Bloomberg School of Public Health, 
recognizes a member of the faculty 
for extraordinary contributions to 
the educational programs of the School.

Congratulations to Our 
Delta Omega 

Honor Society Inductees 

Julia Bennett
Daniel Erchick

Danielle Hansen
Gabrielle Headrick

Shannon King
Thamanna Nishath

Deborah Odihi

Lauren Parmley
Michael Peters
Joseph Rosen

Mellisa Roskosky
So Yoon Sim
Emily Yang

FAculty HigHligHts

FAculty HigHligHts

Caitlin Kennedy

Connie Hoe
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Haneefa Saleem, PhD ’14, MPH ’09, an assistant professor in International Health at the 
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health, received the Gustav Martin Award 
through the Johns Hopkins Center for AIDS Research Faculty Development Award pro-
gram. The grant will allow Saleem to study how social networks can be used to improve 
HIV care and treatment for women who inject drugs in Tanzania.

Since the 1990s, heroin use has been an expanding problem in Tanzania. The prevalence 
of HIV among people who inject heroin in the country is estimated to be 6 to 10 times 
higher than among the general population. The rate among women is even higher. 

“Women who inject drugs in Tanzania have high HIV prevalence, with estimates reaching 66 percent. Despite this, 
little is known about their healthcare experience, and many fail to receive HIV services at all. This study will help 
us identify factors that hinder or support their care-seeking behavior,” explains Saleem. “I’m very pleased that the 
Center for AIDS Research is investing in a population that is often overlooked.”

The research study will be based at a public clinic for opioid use at Muhimbili National Hospital in Dar es Salaam. 
In addition to assessing care-seeking factors, Saleem’s team will identify members of patients’ social networks 
who could help and encourage patients to seek and continue their care. The study will also assess the feasibility of 
engaging their social networks in future HIV care and treatment programs. “If we find, for example, that women’s 
intimate partners have a strong influence on their health-related behaviors, programs designed to engage their 
partners would be appropriate,” says Saleem.

Before joining the Bloomberg School faculty in 2017, Saleem was an implementation science technical adviser with 
Pangaea Global AIDS Foundation in Tanzania. Her work focuses on the social, behavioral and structural aspects of 
health—both internationally and domestically. And her research tries to better understand how environmental fac-
tors—physical, social, policy and economic—influence health behaviors and outcomes. She currently co-instructs 
the Qualitative Research Practicum Series (I-III) that begins in the second term at the Bloomberg School.   

The Department is pleased to welcome Naor Bar-Zeev, PhD, MBBS(Hons), MPH, MBio-
stat. Dr. Bar-Zeev joins the Department's Global Disease Epidemiology and Control 
(GDEC) Program and the International Vaccine Access Center (IVAC). Dr. Bar-Zeev’s 
work in IVAC will include serving as lead investigator on a seven-country randomized 
clinical trial of azithromycin in childhood diarrhea and as co-investigator on a ran-
domized trial of a novel neonatal rotavirus vaccine, as well as establishing a typhoid 

cost-of-illness study in Malawi, in collaboration with PATH.

Dr. Bar-Zeev brings 20 years of experience in global child health across East Asia, the Pacific, and Africa. Prior to 
joining the Bloomberg School, Dr. Bar-Zeev was a Reader (Associate Professor) in Pediatric Infectious Diseases 
at the University of Liverpool, UK. While in Malawi, he worked as a vaccine epidemiologist at the Malawi-Liver-
pool-Wellcome Trust Clinical Research Programme, where he led the Vaccines Research Group, and as a pediatric 
infectious diseases specialist at the Queen Elizabeth Central Hospital. In 2011, Dr. Bar-Zeev helped establish Vac-
Surv, a multi-site national vaccine surveillance program in Malawi. Prior to his work in Malawi, Dr. Bar-Zeev worked 
in Darwin, Australia, and with the Western Pacific Regional Office of the WHO in Mongolia, Cambodia and the Pa-
cific. He has also worked in Kenya, Tanzania, and Vietnam.

Contributor: Swati Sudarsan, Advocacy and Communications Specialist, IVAC

STUDENT PRACTICUM SPOTLIGHT
Greg Rosen, MSPH candidate
International Health, Social & Behavioral Interventions Program

MSPH Practicum Topic
Qualitative research coordination and analysis with the Rakai Health 
Sciences Program in Kalisizo, Uganda

For my master's practicum I provided technical assistance, including 
analysis and dissemination of findings, for various qualitative studies 
focused on socio-behavioral aspects of engagement along the HIV 
continuum of prevention, care, and treatment.

My work primarily focused on an acceptability study investigating at-
titudes and willingness to use pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP), among 
key populations (fishermen, sex workers) in rural fishing communities as well as preferences for intervention mo-
dalities to deliver PrEP in this setting. The findings helped inform modifications of the intervention's strategies used 
in an ongoing PrEP implementation project in a large fishing community on Lake Victoria, which is funded by CDC 
and PEPFAR.

After graduation
I'll be a Strategic Information Fellow in the Office of HIV/AIDS at USAID. The skills I learned during my practicum will 
be very relevant. I'll be working with the Strategic Information, Evaluation and Informatics Division to perform ser-
vice- and cost-effectiveness analysis of PEPFAR-funded programs worldwide. Part of my job will be communicating 
with field teams to improve health information system architecture for end-users and translate evaluation findings 
for project implementers, policymakers, and donor communities in global HIV control. 

Greg Rosen in Uganda where he worked with the Rakai Health Sciences 
Program

Student Profile | Nukhba Zia, PhD candidate, Health Systems Program
JHU Grad Student Employee of the Year Runner-Up Award Winner

At this year’s JHU Student Employee of the Year Awards, Nukhba 
Zia, a PhD candidate in the Department’s Health Systems Program, 
was named Graduate Student Employee of the Year runner-up. In 
addition to her studies, Nukhba is a graduate research and teaching 
assistant with the Johns Hopkins International Injury Research 
Unit (JH-IIRU), which is based in the Department. Nukhba provides 
technical and administrative support to several JH-IIRU projects, 
including the Bloomberg Initiative for Global Road Safety Project 
and Traumatic Brain Injury Across the Lifespan in Uganda study. 

“Nukhba is a critical member of the Johns Hopkins International 
Injury Research Unit team and we’re thrilled to see her earn this 
deserved recognition,” said Abdul Bachani, PhD '11, MHS, '08, 
assistant professor, Health Systems, and JH-IIRU deputy director. 
“Early on as part of a trip to a field site in Uganda, she demonstrated 
her ability to step right in and even take the lead on a number of critical tasks and projects. Both our research 
team and the students she assists are grateful to have her.”

Nukhba is interested in injury and trauma research with special focus on disability. She hopes to follow in 
the footsteps of her faculty mentors, Dr. Adnan Hyder and Dr. Bachani, and continue her work in disability 
research with a focus on vulnerable populations after graduation. 

Contributor: Eric Schulman, Communications Specialist, JH-IIRU

Nukhba Zia with Assistant Professor Abdul Bachani at this 
year's JHU Employee Awards Celebration

Haneefa Saleem, PhD ’14, MPH ’09
Assistant Professor, International Health 
Social & Behavioral Interventions Program

Faculty Profile

Naor Bar-Zeev, PhD, MBBS(Hons), MPH, MBiostat
Associate Professor, International Health 
Global Disease Epidemiology & Control Program

New Faculty Profile
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Katherine Tomaino, MSPH ‘14
International Health, Program in Human Nutrition

Katy Tomaino works in what she describes as her “dream job” 
for Laureus Sport for Good Foundation. She lives in New York 
City and is a senior manager of research and evaluation. In her 
role with Laureus, she works with organizations around the 
globe to promote social change through sports programming. 
Katy helps ensure that the many nonprofits that partner with 
Laureus incorporate accurate and high-quality measurements 
to assess their programs’ impact.  

Katy is a 2014 graduate of International Health’s MSPH in 
Human Nutrition program. Recently, results from a study she worked on as a student were published in 
Asthma Research and Practice.1 The study showed a link between Vitamin D deficiency and an increased 
risk of asthma. The results have important implications for children in low-resource settings around the 
world who are unable to get the basic nutrition they need.  

Katy worked on the study as part of her second year master’s practicum. “I didn’t have much fieldwork 
experience at this point, so my advisor, Professor Keith West, connected me with the Center for Global 
NCD Research and Training.” The Center, led by Associate Professor Will Checkley, has study sites around 
the globe to conduct research and training for the prevention and control of non-communicable diseases 
in low- and middle-income countries. 

Katy traveled to Peru where one of the Center’s asthma studies was just beginning. She lived in Lima for 
four months collecting data and training field workers. She also developed nutritional questionnaires to 
assess the types of foods available to the children in the study. According to Dr. Suzy Pollard, a senior in-
vestigator of the study, a professor at the School of Medicine, and an alum of International Health, “Katy 
brought a unique specialization to the team because of her academic experience in nutrition disease.” 

Before leaving for Lima, Katy had already completed a heavy course load in nutrition, food policy, clinical 
research and community-based research. This made her feel prepared to start contributing to her first re-
search study. “Adapting what I had learned in class to be relevant to food practices in Peru and local norms 

Katy Tomaino, MSPH '14, International Health, 
Program in Human Nutrit ion

was a challenge at first. I knew some Spanish but didn’t know what 
many of the colloquial terms for certain meals were.” But with the 
help of the team in Peru, Katy quickly adjusted. “Though I didn’t re-
alize it at the time, this experience gave me valuable practice doing 
what I do in my job now,” she adds.  

In her current position, Katy helps Laureus’ many nonprofit part-
ners with their program evaluation work, from technical support to 
leading questionnaire design. “I find myself thinking back to tech-
niques and approaches I learned at the Bloomberg School and in 
Peru to solve issues that pop up at work today.”  

Contributor: Sarah McKeown, BA/MSPH student 

Alumna Profile

1. Associations between serum 25(OH)D concentrations and prevalent asthma among children living in 
communities with differing levels of urbanization: a cross-sectional study. Asthma Res Pract. 2017 Jun 
2;3:5. by Suzanne L. Pollard, John J. Lima, Karina Romero, Carla Tarazona-Meza, Edward Mougey, Kather-
ine Tomaino, Gary Malpartida-Guzmán, Nadia N. Hansel, William Checkley and GASP Study Investigators.


