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Events this last year have revealed 
sharp contrasts between the 
politics of isolationism and the 
conviction that science and inclusive 
institutions are critical to promoting 
sustainable development here and 
around the world. If materialized, 

threats to public health funding could undermine 
research and technical capabilities of universities 
and other organizations, jeopardizing the health and 
wellbeing of populations in the US and across the 
world. 

One of the current targets for loss of funding is the 
National Institutes of Health’s Fogarty International 
Center. While it is the NIH’s smallest center, Fogarty 
is the most effective at jump-starting global health 
research careers and collaborations between US and 
universities overseas. For decades the Department 
has worked with the Fogarty Center to build research 
capacity in infectious diseases and international 
health. As the global burden of disease has shifted, 
the Department’s partnership with Fogarty has 
expanded into research capacity building activities 
in the fields of injury prevention, trauma care, non-
communicable diseases, and ethics. You can read 
more about some of those efforts on page 11. 

In April, we lost R. Bradley Sack, MD, ScD ’68, a pro-
fessor in International Health, and faculty member 
for over 40 years at the Bloomberg School. Brad 
was at the forefront of understanding, treating and 
preventing infectious diseases, most notably diar-
rheal diseases including cholera. His contributions to 
global health helped avert millions of deaths around 
the world, particularly among infants and young 
children. He was a much-loved mentor, teacher, and 
colleague, and will be sorely missed. 

Despite challenges, the Department has much to cel-
ebrate this year. Over 30 doctoral dissertations were 
successfully defended and over 80 master’s students 
graduated. The contents of this issue highlight some 
of the impressive contributions to science, practice 
and education our department is making. And they 
attest to the global health values shared by Interna-
tional Health’s faculty, students and staff—values we 
need to act on today more than ever. 

—David Peters, Edgar Berman Professor and Chair
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Expanding access to the oral cholera vaccine
A Hopkins-led study finds significant evidence that the oral killed whole-cell 

cholera vaccine is safe to administer during pregnancy
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Cover page photos (clockwise from top left): The Department 
of International of Health centennial photo for the Bloomberg 
School's time capsule, photo credit, Chris Hartlove; IH student-
faculty annual picnic during the Bloomberg School's 101st 

year; Allyson Nelson (far left), MSPH '15, visiting a household 
included in a vaccination campaign in Malawi.

A new study by a team of Hopkins faculty and stu-
dents led by Dr. Mohammad Ali, a senior scientist 
in International Health, found significant evidence 
that the oral killed whole-cell cholera vaccine is safe 
to administer during pregnancy.

Cholera affects about 2.5 million people a year, and, 
if untreated, the disease can be fatal in a matter 
of hours. As a result, around 100,000 people—
overwhelmingly the world’s most vulnerable—die 
every year because they have no access to care.1  
Among pregnant women, cholera can increase 
the risk of miscarriage and stillbirth by up to 36 
percent. Yet, pregnant women have largely been 
excluded from vaccination campaigns because little 
evidence has been available to confirm that it is safe 
for fetuses2—leaving both the women and their 
pregnancies less protected from the disease. 

Cholera vaccine manufacturers currently advise 
against the use of the vaccine among pregnant 
women. The World Health Organization (WHO), 
however, recommends that pregnant women at 
high risk for cholera receive it. The disconnect lies 
in the amount of evidence and concerns about 
liability. Inactivated, or killed, vaccines especially 
when given orally, are generally not expected to 
pose an elevated risk to the fetus. Killed vaccines, 
such as the ones used against influenza and tetanus 
toxoid, are widely recommended for pregnant 
mothers across the world and have helped reduce 
mortality among mothers and newborns. But pre-

licensure trials of even killed vaccines typically do 
not include pregnant women, in case the vaccine 
does cause unexpected adverse outcomes. Because 
the cholera vaccine has not been in wide use until 
the last decade, there has been relatively little 
opportunity to test its safety during pregnancy. 

After recent vaccination campaigns, researchers 
have been able to conduct several retrospective 
studies to evaluate the safety of the vaccine during 
pregnancy. These studies rely on data from the 
women who inadvertently received the vaccine be-
cause they didn’t report being pregnant. Findings 
consistently point to the vaccine’s safety for fetus-
es. However, the evidence has not been enough 
to convince the vaccine manufacturers, fearful of 
litigation, to change their recommendations. As a 
result, programs and governments have frequently 
chosen not to vaccinate pregnant women.  

2015 Malawi Cholera Outbreak
In January 2015, cholera cases were being report-
ed across Malawi after widespread flooding. Based 
on the slowly building evidence that the vaccine 
was safe during pregnancy, the Malawi Ministry of 
Health, in consultation with the WHO, planned for 
a mass vaccination program, which would include 
pregnant women. Unfortunately, there was not 
enough vaccine available to cover all affected re-
gions. A decision was made to cover everyone age 
eligible in Nsanje district, which was the hardest hit 
at the time. In the neighboring district of Chikwa-

wa, where the risk of the disease was lower, the 
vaccine would not be offered. 

The Delivering Oral Vaccine Effectively 
(DOVE) Project
Dr. Ali is a member of the International Health’s 
Delivering Oral Vaccine Effectively (DOVE) Proj-
ect, which is supported by the Bill & Melinda 
Gates Foundation and based in the Bloomberg 
School. As its name suggests, the DOVE Project 
funds and conducts research to answer ques-
tions on how to improve the delivery of cholera 

Members of the Malawi field team who visited pregnant women monthly to check on status of pregnancy and 
encourage them to go for pre-natal visits continued on next page
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Allyson Nelson (far left), MSPH ’15, with data collection team members traveling to communities 
inaccessible by road after the widespread flooding in Malawi in 2015

vaccine.  “When our project heard about Malawi’s 
vaccination plan, we quickly submitted a proposal 
to the government of Malawi and the WHO asking 
permission to set up a study,” says Dr. Ali. “The sit-
uation in Malawi allowed us to propose what would 
be the first prospective study on this issue. Find-
ings from such a study could provide much stron-
ger evidence than any earlier research. After the 
Malawi government and the WHO approved the 
study, Allyson Nelson, who was an MSPH student 
in the Department’s Global Disease Epidemiology 
and Control Program, relocated to Malawi for sev-
eral months to manage operations on the ground.

“We couldn’t have done it without Allyson’s skill 
and dedication to the project,” says Ali. “Working 
closely with Malawian colleagues and other scien-
tists in the DOVE Project, and in collaboration with 
the Johns Hopkins Project in Blantyre, she was 
involved in every aspect of the study—from field 
training and survey development to managing 
data collection and analysis.”

The study enrolled nearly 1,800 pregnant women, 
and half of them received the vaccination. Research 
analyzed the following outcomes:

• Pregnancy loss (spontaneous miscarriage 
or stillbirth)

• Neonatal deaths

• Newborn malformations

The study’s success was made possible through a 
network of collaborator both in the US and Malawi. 
“We are very thankful for the excellent collabora-
tion with the health officials and scientists in Ma-
lawi as well as the research resources developed 
by the Department of Epidemiology (especially Dr. 
Taha) in Blantyre," explains Dr. David Sack, a pro-
fessor in International Health and the director of 
the DOVE Project. “Working together, it was pos-
sible for Dr. Ali and Allyson Nelson to conduct this 
very important study which will benefit vulnerable 
people around the world.”

Findings and Implications
The study found no significant increase in risk of 
adverse outcomes in pregnancy or in neonatal 
deaths or newborn malformation. As a result, 
the study authors recommended that pregnant 
women in cholera-affected areas should receive 

the vaccine. Although the findings were only 
published in February of this year, other cholera 
vaccine experts have already acted on the findings, 
explains Ali: 

Based on our study, WHO’s scientific 
advisory group for oral cholera vaccine 
reported that there is enough evidence 
to safely administer the vaccine without 
regard to pregnancy status.3 I’m hopeful 
that WHO will take this advice and 
strengthen its current recommendation in 
favor of vaccination during pregnancy.  

While this study marks a major advance for the 
delivery and access of the cholera vaccine, Ali and his 
colleagues in the DOVE Project still have important 
questions left to answer. They hope to next look 
into the optimal dosing schedule for the vaccine. 
Currently, two doses are recommended over a 
two-week period. The timing has proven a logistical 
problem for many programs. The DOVE team would 
like to look into longer dosing intervals and the long-
term effectiveness of a single dose—both of which 
could significantly reduce implementation barriers 
and improve access for vulnerable populations.   

--------------------------

The study, "Safety of a killed oral cholera vaccine (Shanchol) in 
pregnant women in Malawi: an observational cohort study," was 
published 01 February 2017 in the Lancet Infectious Diseases. The 
authors were Mohammad Ali, Allyson Nelson, Francisco J Luque-
ro, Andrew S Azman, Amanda K Debes, Maurice Mwesawina 
M’bang’ombe, Linly Seyama, Evans Kachale, Kingsley Zuze, Desire 
Malichi, Fatima Zulu, Kelias Phiri Msyamboza, Storn Kabuluzi, David 
A Sack.  
References cited in this story on following page
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Social & Behavioral Interventions Program

Assistant Professor Larissa Jennings is a behavioral 
scientist who studies how improving socio-econom-
ic status affects people’s health behavior and their 
risk of disease. Her work also investigates how pro-
grams to reduce poverty can be designed to help 
people improve their health. 

This fall, Jennings will launch an NIH-funded project 
she leads to help homeless young adults in Baltimore 
City achieve financial stability and reduce their risk 
of HIV infection.  Research has shown that homeless 
and unemployed youth have disproportionately high 
rates of HIV infection. The EMERGE Project (Engaging 
MicroenterprisE for Research Generation and Health 
Empowerment) will pair 40 homeless youth with 
mentors from trades or businesses they are interested 
in. The study will provide entrepreneurial training 
classes and business start-up grants, along with HIV 
educational workshops. “We might end up pairing 
one of the young people with an established barber, 
for example. The small grant could then be used for 
courses, licensing fees, supplies or equipment. This 
may be a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for formerly 
homeless youth to pursue their career goals,” 
explains Jennings. Participants will also receive text 
messages to promote safer sexual practices and 
other healthy behaviors. “I hope this will be a model 
for addressing both the health and financial needs of 
vulnerable youth worldwide.”

Jennings recently returned from Nairobi, Kenya, 
where she was working on a study to help reduce HIV 
transmission among young people living in low-in-
come urban settlements. The project, funded by the 
Johns Hopkins Center for AIDS Research, investi-
gates how financial insecurity affects individuals’ up-
take of biomedical and behavioral practices known to 
reduce risk of HIV infection. The study examined HIV 
testing behaviors, sexual discounting, intimate part-
ner violence, and several economic factors in over 
350 urban settlement youth.

One of the goals of the study was to additionally test 
the feasibility of respondent-driven sampling, a new 
chain-referral strategy to identify hard-to-reach 

Larissa Jennings, center, working in Kenya on a project to help reduce HIV transmission among 
young people living in underserved urban areas. She is seated between Monica Nguata and Simeon 
Kintu, two graduate students from the University of Nairobi who assisted in data collection.

youth. Traditional methods to find study partici-
pants—such as conducting home visits or working 
with youth organizations and schools—often miss 
underserved youth who are harder to find because 
they may be out-of-school or unstably housed. Re-
spondent-driven sampling, on the other hand, starts 
by identifying a few of the most at-risk youth to in-
terview. Afterwards, they are asked to refer people 
like themselves to participate in the study. “We are 
testing how safely and efficiently this strategy can 
work. Our findings may help future public health 
studies better identify at-risk youth.”  

This summer, Jennings will be traveling to Paris, 
France, to present findings from both her Nairobi  
and Baltimore studies at the International AIDS So-
ciety’s 9th Annual Conference on HIV Science. In 
the 2017-2018 academic year, she'll be teaching a 
course on qualitative research methods and lead-
ing a doctoral seminar on economic-strengthening 
interventions for sexual and reproductive health.

3. Background Paper on Whole-Cell, Killed, Oral Cholera Vaccines Prepared 
by the SAGE Working Group on Oral Cholera Vaccines, the World Health 
Organization (WHO) Secretariat, and the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention March 31, 2017. Retrieved May 1, 2017 (http://www.who.int/
immunization/sage/meetings/2017/april/OCV_Background_Document_
SageWG_FinalVersion_EditedPS_.pdf?ua=1)

Expanding access to the oral cholera vaccine (continued)
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Procter & Gamble Fellowships
Erin Hunter, Social & Behavioral Interventions (SBI)
Marie Spiker, Human Nutrition
Elizabeth Thomas, SBI

Established by Procter & 
Gamble in 2003, this fund 
supports master’s, doctoral 
and post-doctoral students 
committed to advancing 
the health and well-being of women and 
children through the provision of clean 

water and improved nutrition.

Georgeda Buchbinder Award
Marysol Encarnacion, SBI 
Dr. Georgeda Buchbinder received her MPH from the 
School in 1984. She then moved to Hawaii and began 
a public health career by teaching Population Science 
and International Health. Her career was progressing 
extraordinarily well when she was diagnosed with cancer. 
This fund was established by friends and colleagues after 
her death to celebrate her all-too-brief career in public 
health. This fund annually supports students, junior 
faculty, or other priority projects in international health. 

Diana Hess Scholarship
Emily Nagourney, SBI
In 1983 the Diana Hess Memorial Fund 
was established with contributions from 
her family and friends. Diana Hess, a for-
mer Peace Corps volunteer in Kenya, was 
devoted to improving public health in 
Africa. The Hess Fund provides an annu-
al scholarship to students in the Department of Inter-
national Health. Preference is given to those planning 
to work in Africa. 

Nancy Stephens Award
Daniel Erchick, Global Disease 
Epidemiology & Control (GDEC)
Erin Cooney, SBI

Established in 1970 
as the International 
Health Fund, this fund 
provides grants to master’s or doctor-
al students in the Department who are 
completing their degrees. For 37 years 
Nancy Stephens was the immensely 

popular student coordinator in the Department. At 
her retirement in 2001, Dr. Robert Black renamed the 
fund in her honor. 

Student Awards and Scholarships

Humanitarian Assistance Award
Akshita Siddula, Health Systems
This fund provides support to master’s 
and doctoral students who are commit-
ted to improving humanitarian response 
and health for refugees, displaced per-
sons and populations affected by con-
flict and natural disasters.

John Snow Award
Harriet Napier, Health Systems 
Joseph 'Greg' Rosen, SBI
John Snow, Inc.’s mission is to provide 
an extensive range of research and 
consulting services to the health care 
and service sectors. The Internation-
al Division provides technical assistance designed to 

enhance the effectiveness and quality of 
public health programs. The John Snow, 
Inc. Award, an annual award created in 
2001, provides financial assistance to out-
standing, second-year master’s students 
in the Department who are engaged in in-
ternships in the field.

Henry & Lola Beye Award
Francesca Schiaffino Salazar, GDEC
This fund was established in 2001 through the estate of 
Lola Beye, widow of Henry Beye, MD. Dr. Beye received 
his MPH degree from the School in 1942 and was an 
authority on tropical diseases. He conducted intensive 
studies on elephantiasis, hemorrhagic fever, filariasis, 
and schistosomiasis, and during his career worked in 
such countries as Bolivia, British Guinea, Thailand, and 
Panama. Mrs. Beye, a nurse, often worked in the field 
with Dr. Beye. This fund supports an outstanding student 
who has completed a medical degree and is pursuing a 
graduate degree in the Department. 

Mary and Carl Taylor Fund
Ankita Meghani, Health Systems
The Mary & Carl Taylor Fund was created 
in 1995 with contributions from faculty 
and alumni in honor of the Taylors’ com-
mitment to the students of the School of 
Public Health and to improving interna-
tional health through research and action. 

The fund provides support to a student working in the 
area of international bioethics.

The Harry J. Prebluda Fellowship in 
Nutritional Biochemistry
Hyunju Kim,  Human Nutrition
This fellowship was established in 1990 
by Mrs. Harry J. Prebluda and her children 
in memory of her late husband. Harry 
Prebluda earned his doctorate degree in 
Biochemistry at the School in 1937, and worked closely 
with E.V. McCollum. The fellowship fosters the careers 
of outstanding young scientists focusing on nutritional 
biochemistry and metabolism.

The Elsa Orent Keiles Fellowship in Human Nutrition 
in International Health
Angela Trude, Human Nutrition 
This fellowship was established in 1996 
with a bequest from the estate of Elsa 
Orent Keiles, ScD ’25, a graduate of the De-
partment of Chemical Hygiene (now Bio-
chemistry and Molecular Biology). In keep-
ing with Dr. Keiles’ research interests, the 
award provides tuition support for gradu-
ate students with demonstrated financial needs in the 
Department of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology or 
the Program in Human Nutrition in International Health.

Student Awards and Scholarships

Marie Spiker

Daniel Erchick

Akshita Siddula

Emily Nagourney

Erin Cooney

Greg Rosen

Harry D. Kruse Fellowship in Nutrition
Marie Spiker, Human Nutrition 
Anita Panjwani, Human Nutrition
The Kruse family established the 
Harry D. Kruse Fellowship in Nutri-
tion in 1987 to support a continuing 
doctoral candidate in the Program in 
Human Nutrition who has displayed 
outstanding achievement and prom-
ise.  The fellowship honors Dr. Harry 
Kruse who received his ScD degree in 
1926 and was a distinguished faculty member in the 
Department of Biochemistry.

Anita Panjwani

Timothy D. Baker Endowed Scholarship in 
International Health 
Pierre Muhoza, GDEC
The scholarship honors Timothy 
Baker, a professor of International 
Health. In 1959, Baker was appointed 
assistant dean of the School and 
associate professor of public health 
administration. In 1961, he founded 
the School’s Division of International Health and 
served as acting director. Over the next 5 years, he 
was instrumental in building the Division into the 
Department of International Health, where he remained 
a professor until his death in 2013. The scholarship 
supports doctoral students focusing on injury control 
and other interests in International Health. 

JHU Grad Student Employee of the Year Award 
Erin Hunter, SBI
The award is presented annually to 
an outstanding student who has 
made a significant contribution to the 
university through a student job by 
consistently demonstrating good work 
ethics, reliability, initiative, creative 
thinking, and professionalism; either 
on-campus or off.

Harriet Napier

Richard Morrow Award 
Sudip Bhandari, Health Systems
Douglas Glandon, Health Systems
This scholarship is in honor of Richard 
H. Morrow, MD, MPH, who was a pro-

fessor in the Department 
from 1991 until his death 
in 2013. Dr. Morrow, a pi-
oneer in the field of health systems and 
international public health, is remem-
bered for his brilliance, curiosity, humil-
ity, humor, generosity, grace, and above 
all, his integrity.Sudip Bhandari

Douglas Glandon

Erin Hunter
Ankita Meghani

Hyunju Kim

Angela Trude

Pierre Muhoza

Elizabeth Thomas



Ruth Karron, MD professor, GDEC, re-
ceived the Robert Chanock Award for 
Lifetime Contribution to RSV Research. 
The award was presented at the Inter-
national Respiratory Syncytial Virus 
conference in Bariloche, Argentina. The 

award is named in honor of Robert Chanock, who dis-
covered RSV in 1956. RSV is a leading cause of pneu-
monia in infants and children worldwide. 
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News & Highlights
Faculty Highlights

Ideas Incubator Grants
The Department of International Health recently 
launched a small grants program to strengthen the 
Department's existing work, promote innovative re-
search, and stimulate new pathways of sustainable 
inquiry. The recipients of the latest round, called the 
Ideas Incubator Grant, are

Assistant Professor Krishna Rao and 
co-investigator Professor David Bishai 
Improving Child Health in India with a Conditional 
Cash Transfer Program—What a Discrete Choice 
Experiment Will Tell Us

Professor Joel Gittelsohn and 
Associate Professor Alain Labrique
Developing and Piloting a Healthy Food 
System Mobile Application-Baltimore Food 
Distribution App

Assistant Scientist Mary Cwik and 
Associate Professor Holly Wilcox 
A Pilot Study of the Impact of Follow-up 
Text Messaging on Suicidal Adolescents

Selection committee: Professor Alan Sorkin 
(chair), Associate Scientist Allison Barlow, 
and Professor Larry Moulton

Education Innovation Awards
To encourage the development of new and innovative 
methods of teaching, the Department established an 
educational small grants program for faculty. Two 
grants were awarded in the first round of funding:

Assistant Scientist Victoria Chou and Assistant 
Scientist Mufaro Kanyangarara, will develop a new 
two-term publication writing skills course for doc-
toral students. The class will start with data analysis 
and culminate with each student finishing a paper 
ready for submission.

Assistant Scientist Qingfeng Li, received funding to de-
velop modifications to the course Evaluation of Safety 
Interventions in Low- and Middle-Income Countries. 
His proposal included the integration of case studies 
and building a systems approach into the syllabus. He 
will also modify it to make it available online.

The grants were awarded by the Department’s Com-
mittee on New Educational Opportunities whose 
members are Professor Bill Brieger, Professor Laura 
Caulfield, Professor Joanne Katz, and Associate Pro-
fessor Melissa Marx.

Julie Denison PhD '06, MHS '99, assis-
tant  professor, SBI, received the Advising, 
Mentoring, & Teaching Recognition Award 
from the Bloomberg School's Student As-
sembly. The award is given to faculty who 
demonstrate a commitment to teaching, 

advising and mentoring students and who make sig-
nificant contributions to student quality of life. 

Caitlin Kennedy, PhD '09, MPH '04, 
associate professor, SBI, was appointed 
Associate Chair of the Department of 
International Health and Director of 
the Social & Behavioral Interventions 
Program.

Pamela Surkan, PhD, ScD, associate pro-
fessor, SBI, was awarded Best Paper of 
the Year by the Journal of Nutrition Ed-
ucation and Behavior. The award was for 
the paper "Eat Right–Live Well! Super-
market Intervention Impact on Sales of 
Healthy Foods in a Low-Income Neighborhood.”

Maria Merritt, PhD, associate professor, Health Sys-
tems, was appointed Associate Chair for Student Mat-
ters and received the Special Recognition Award for 
Outstanding Commitment to Student Success from 
the Bloomberg School's Student Assembly.

Allyson Nelson graduated from the International 
Health's Global Disease Epidemiology and Control 
Program in 2015. As a student at Hopkins, Allyson 
worked in Malawi managing the day-to-day oper-
ations to start up a large field trial evaluating the 
safety of oral cholera vaccine during pregnancy. The 
results from that study were just published in Lancet 
Infectious Diseases. The study found significant ev-
idence that the vaccine is safe to administer during 
pregnancy. You can read more about the study on 
page 3.

After graduation, Allyson joined Jhpiego, a non-gov-
ernmental global health organization. She’s current-
ly based in Liberia helping the country’s Ministry of 
Health build a stronger, more resilient health system. 
Allyson took some time to answer a few questions 
about her experience as a student in International 
Health and her current work at Jhpiego. 

Can you tell me a little about your work with Jhpiego? 
I’m the Monitoring, Evaluation and Research Man-
ager for our projects in Liberia. My 9-person team 
is responsible for conducting studies and monitor-
ing results to make our programs more efficient 
and effective, and supporting the government to 
improve health information and surveillance sys-
tems to strengthen health systems and the health 
workforce, ultimately improving health outcomes. 
For instance, we work with midwifery and lab tech-
nician schools and in health facilities throughout 
the country to strengthen the quality and availabil-
ity of health care and to build diagnostic capacity. 
Strengthening the frontline health workforce is criti-
cal to reducing maternal and newborn mortality and 
to preventing infectious disease outbreaks from be-
coming epidemics like Ebola did in 2014.    

What was the topic of your master’s thesis in 
International Health? 
I wrote it on the work I did in Ghana helping imple-
ment an innovative midwife training program across 
the country. The first 24 hours of an infant’s life 
are critical for survival. In Ghana, the mortality rate 
during this time period was very high. The project 

held short training sessions for midwives at health 
facilities to help prevent, diagnose and treat some of 
the most common causes of maternal and newborn 
mortality, as well as stillbirths that occur during la-
bor. In addition to the training, midwives used mod-
els to practice skills, had mentors to review cases 
with, and received messages and quizzes through 
SMS to help them retain their knowledge and skills. 
I’m in Ghana now, in fact, collecting the final data 
from the program I helped start as a student. Keep 
your eyes out for the exciting results!

Can you describe what it was like working in 
Malawi on the oral cholera vaccine study? 
It was an emergency situation. Every day was dif-
ferent. Around 100,000 people had been displaced 
by flooding and had no food, water, or shelter. The 
government and many international organizations 
were operating programs to meet the basic needs of 
people who had lost everything. The Hopkins study 
team couldn’t just focus on conducting our study. 
We felt it was our duty to contribute however we 
could. We worked closely with the district health 
teams to coordinate our study and to find ways our 
technical expertise in cholera surveillance and vac-
cination could help the emergency response.  

The experience really helped me learn how to man-
age multiple priorities, be flexible while still accom-
plishing the goal, and most of all the importance of 
taking time to listen to the concerns and needs of 

Allyson Nelson (far left),  MSPH '15, visit ing a household included in the cholera vaccination 
campaign in Malawi
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continued on next page

Bloomberg School Excellence in Teaching Recognition Awards 

George Alleyne
Sara Bennett
William Brieger
Gilbert Burnham
Nadine Caron
Mary Cwik
Robert  Gilman
Connie Hoe

Adnan Hyder
Joanne Katz
Alain Labrique
Qingfeng Li
Luke Mullany
Henry Perry
David Peters
Daniela Rodriguez

Andrea Ruff
Kristen Speakman 
Kawsar Talaat
Yvonne Tam
Neff Walker
Peter Winch



The Globe | Summer 2017 Page 11Page 10 The Globe | Summer 2017

the end beneficiary and their community. It was also 
an amazing opportunity to work with some of the top 
researchers at the Bloomberg School. Their trust and 
confidence in me to carry out the study spoke to the 
high-quality training my degree program had provid-
ed. Faculty such as Dr. David Sack, who asked me to 
work on the study, Dr. Mohammad Ali and Dr. Fran-
cisco Luquero were wonderful mentors. Their efforts 
were key to making this study happen in the short 
time it did.    

Do you have any advice for current and future 
International Health students? 

Remember that faculty want to involve students in 
their work. Don’t be afraid to put yourself out there. 
If you want to develop certain skills or explore a new 
area, there will be chances for you to practice them un-
der faculty mentorship if you seek out the opportuni-
ties. One more thing: save your course work after grad-
uation. Just the other day I was digging through slides 
from my biostatistics course to get ideas about how to 
analyze data from one of the projects I’m working on.

As the only arm of the National Institutes of Health ded-
icated exclusively to global health, the Fogarty Interna-
tional Center has played a crucial role in training leaders 
and advancing research projects in developing countries 
over the past 50 years. Since its inception, Fogarty has 
supported nearly 6,000 U.S. and foreign investigators 
working in developing countries, with a special emphasis 
on fostering institutional collaborations and local capaci-
ty building.  For decades, the Department of International 
Health has partnered with Fogarty to train students and 
build local capacity, primarily in the areas of infectious 
diseases and tropical medicine. In recent years, the De-
partment and Fogarty have been working together to 
build capacity in new areas such as injury prevention and 
non-communicable diseases.  

Trauma and Injury
Pakistan and Afghanistan
Since 2005, the Johns Hopkins International Injury Re-
search Unit, (JH-IIRU) based in the Department, has led 
a collaborative training grant on trauma and injury re-
search training in Pakistan. Through master’s training and 
workshops the grant supported capacity building at Aga 
Khan University and Khyber Medical University. A new 
grant expands that training to include Afghanistan. The 
Johns Hopkins-Afghanistan-Pakistan International Col-
laborative Trauma and Injury Research Training Program 
is a partnership between Johns Hopkins, Aga Khan Uni-
versity, Afghan Public Health Institute, and Aga Khan Uni-
versity Programs in Afghanistan. The program will help 
strengthen Pakistani institutions for doctoral training, 
enhance injury research capacity in Afghanistan, and pro-
mote a sustainable research enterprise in western Asia. 

Vietnam
Assistant Professor Abdulgafoor Bachani and Professor 
Adnan Hyder recently received a 5-year grant to partner 
with Hanoi University of Public Health to strengthen re-
search capacity on injury and trauma. The new training 
program, also based at JH-IIRU, will implement a capacity 
development model to address a major gap in injury and 
trauma research, a leading health burden in Vietnam. The 
new training program will establish mechanisms to ensure 
long-term sustainability through master’s level training for 
a strong injury research enterprise in Vietnam.

Uganda
Since 2012, The Johns Hopkins University-Makerere Uni-
versity Chronic Consequences of Trauma, Injuries and 
Disability in Uganda program has aimed to strengthen 
research capacity on the long-term health and economic 
consequences of trauma, injuries and disability across the 
lifespan in Uganda through an innovative model of sus-
tainable capacity development. Coordinated by JH-IIRU, 
the program leverages expertise from across Johns Hop-
kins and Makerere University School of Public Health. A 
new MPH track at Makerere University has been estab-
lished that focuses on the training curriculum developed 

Alumna Profile, Allyson Nelson, MSPH ’15 (continued)

Eighteen students from the Depart-
ment’s Human Nutrition Program 
won scholarships to present their 
research at this year’s Experimental 
Biology Conference in Chicago. “This 
is the major biological science meet-
ing of the year,” says Dr. Keith West, 
Jr, professor and program director of 
the Department's Human Nutrition 
Program. “We encourage students 
to work with their advisor to submit 
conference abstracts as first authors. 
Every student whose proposal is ac-
cepted receives support to attend 
the conference,” West adds.

Support for students to attend the 
conference every year comes from 
three scholarship funds:

• George G. Graham Professorship Endowment, named after the founding director of the Human Nu-
trition Division in the Department of International Health. Graham’s discoveries continue to guide 
infant and child feeding practices. 

• Sight and Life / Global Nutrition Research Institute DSM Scholars Program, created with a gift from 
DSM Nutritional Products AG, the world's largest producer of vitamins.

• Richard and Barbara Hall Student Award for Excellence in Nutrition Science, created by the Halls in 
1997 to support innovative research conducted by graduate students and junior faculty. 

“Our students can present their findings to the global nutrition community because of this funding,” 
says West. “Equally important, it allows young scientists to learn how to engage with their colleagues 
from around the world. In our field, this is an essential skill to have.” 

Experimental Biology Conference 2017

18 Human Nutrition students receive funding to present their findings at the Experimental Biology Conference in Chicago

Faculty and students from the Human Nutrition Program in Chicago for the 2017 Experimental Biology Conference

by the program. Professor Hyder and Dr. Olive Kobus-
ingye from Makerere build on over a decade of joint ef-
forts in this grant for capacity development in Uganda.

Malaysia
Hopkins faculty are partnering with the Institute for 
Public Health, Malaysia, to develop an mHealth tool 
for home risk assessment and prevention of child inju-
ries, a key national priority in Malaysia. The program will 
help build  a core group of researchers focused on the 
use and integration of  mobile health at the Institute for 
Public Health. The program is based in JH-IIRU and led 
by Professors Bachani and Hyder.

Non-Communicable Diseases
Uganda
In Uganda, a new grant will bring together faculty and 
staff from the Department, Makerere University School 
of Public Health and Iganga-Mayuge Health and Demo-
graphic Surveillance Site (DSS) to build local capacity to 
conduct research on the burden and risks of non-com-
municable diseases. According to the project lead, As-
sistant Scientist Dustin Gibson, NCDs are a growing 
problem: “In Uganda, NCDs are responsible for 4 of the 
leading 10 causes of death, yet data on NCD risk factors 
remains obscure." Co-led by Professor Hyder, this grant 
also includes Senior Scientist George Pariyo who hails 
from Uganda and originally helped establish the DSS site.

Infectious Diseases & Tropical Medicine
Bangladesh
Since 2007, the Department has led a training grant for 
scientists from Bangladesh to improve local capacity to 
carry out research in the area of childhood infectious 
diseases, with specific emphasis on maternal and 
neonatal infections. Professor Robert Black was awarded 
the first grant managed by Professor Joanne Katz; the 
current 5-year grant is managed by Professor Abdullah 
Baqui and Professor Black. Through master’s, doctoral 
and postdoctoral training, the program is helping to build 
a critical mass of researchers focused on prevention 
and management of infectious diseases in Bangladesh. 
Trainees have gone on to leading positions at several 
collaborating institutions around the world, including 
Save the Children, icddr,b, and the BRAC School of Public 
Health in Bangladesh.

Peru
Since the late 1980s, Fogarty training grants have al-
lowed dozens of Hopkins students to study tropical 
medicine and infectious diseases in Peru under the 
mentorship of Professor Robert Gilman. Students have 
collaborated with his scientific and field teams at sev-
eral sites throughout the country, and have conducted 
research on topics ranging from malaria in the Amazon, 
to respiratory illness in the Andes, to diarrheal diseases 
in the shantytowns outside of Lima.

fogarty INterNatIoNal CeNter graNts – BuIlDINg gloBal health researCh CapaCIty
The Department's partnership with Fogarty continues to expand with new grants in Afghanistan, Uganda and Vietnam

Contributors: Jessica Rothstein, Samantha Hauf and Melissa Reed
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Maria Merritt, an associate professor in the Department’s Health 
Systems Program, was appointed the first Associate Chair for Stu-
dent Matters. In her new position, Dr. Merritt will help ensure that 
as the Department grows, students have the resources they need to 
thrive both academically and personally.

In her new role, Merritt leads the Admissions Committee, works 
on policy formation for student tuition and financial support, and 
coordinates student matters across the Department’s four program 
areas. Merritt is working with Professor Joanne Katz, the Associate 
Chair for Academic Programs, to develop a new training program 
for International Health faculty who advise students. She also 
works one-on-one with students to help resolve specific academic 
challenges.  

In May, the Bloomberg School’s Student Assembly honored Merritt 
with its Special Recognition Award for Outstanding Commitment to 
Student Success. Students from across the School nominated fac-
ulty and then cast their votes to determine the recipient. Cristina 
Salazar, the Department’s Academic Program Manager, who works closely with Merritt and International 
Health students, believes the award is well deserved: 

Dr. Merritt puts her heart into her work. I’m very happy the students 
chose to honor her. It confirms how much positive impact she’s been 
able to have in less than one year in this new role.  

Merritt is a philosopher by training, with a joint appointment in the 
Berman Institute of Bioethics, and teaches the course entitled, 
The Ethics of Public Health Practice in Developing Countries. In it, 
students learn how to apply ethical concepts to real-world public 
health issues. 

Her prior scholarship has focused on the ethics of public health 
research in low- and middle-income countries and what sorts of 
responsibilities researchers may have to benefit participants and 
populations involved in their studies. She recently received a grant 
from the National Institutes of Health to lead the development of a 
way to factor in social justice issues when evaluating health policy 
options. “This work will be important for enabling decision makers 
to take explicitly into account both social justice and ‘value for 
money’ in a single analysis,” explains Merritt.

@JohnsHopkinsIH HopkinsInternationalHealth

Maria Merritt, PhD
Inaugural Associate Chair for Student Matters

Associate Professor, International Health 
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