
Alumnus Profile 
Brandon Brown, PhD ‘10, MPH

Student Profile
Jessica Atwell, MPH ‘11

PhD candidate

Student Scholarships and Awards
Faculty Honors

The Fight against Perinatal Mortality in Bangladesh

Newsletter of the Department of International Health   |  Summer 2014  |  www.jhsph.edu/ih

The Globe

Faculty Profile
Dan Salmon, PhD ‘03, MPH



From the Chair The Fight against Perinatal Mortality in Bangladesh
MSPH candidate, Liz Thomas, works with Professor Abdullah H. Baqui  

to implement and improve community-based interventions

For over a decade, the Department has conducted 
ground-breaking maternal and newborn health 
research in the Sylhet district of Bangladesh. As 

part of the Projahnmo project for example, Professor 
Abdullah Baqui demonstrated1 how community health 
workers (CHW) delivered packages of interventions 
that reduced neonatal mortality by nearly half. These 
interventions have subsequently been scaled up in Ban-
gladesh and many other low-income countries. But 
despite these impressive gains, the burden of stillbirths 
and neonatal deaths remains high, with over 3 million 
newborn deaths and an additional 3 million stillbirths 
globally every year. Moreover, deaths in the first month 
of life account for about 60% of all deaths in the first 
year of life and about 40% in the first five years of life.

Liz Thomas, an MSPH student in the Program for So-
cial and Behavioral Interventions, has been working 
with Professor Baqui on a variety of programs address-
ing maternal and newborn survival in Bangladesh as 
part of her master’s practicum. Her research topic fo-
cuses on the misclassification of early newborn deaths 
and stillborn using verbal autopsy data. Standardizing 
a method for determining birth outcome in the field 
could help future projects better represent the burden 
of stillbirth in a community and develop better strat-
egies for training community health workers. Profes-
sor Baqui helped arrange for her to conduct her study 
along with other ongoing projects in Sylhet that the 
Department’s International Center for Maternal and 
Newborn Health coordinates.

One of these maternal and newborn survival programs 
builds on past successes with community health work-
ers in Bangladesh. The Maternal Infection Screening 
and Treatment (MIST) Program investigates the feasi-
bility and effectiveness of large-scale community-based 
diagnosis and treatment of maternal genitourinary in-
fections. These infections increase the risk of stillbirths, 
pre-term births and neonatal infections. The study 

is funded by the National Institute for Health and in-
cludes several local partners, including our long-time 
collaborators the International Centre for Diarrhoeal 
Disease Research, Bangladesh (ICDDR,B); Shiman-
tik; the Child Health Research Foundation; and the 
Bangladesh Ministry of Health and Family Welfare. 
The project has already enrolled over 6,000 women. By 
the end of 2013 it had found that around 18% of these 
women tested positive for abnormal vaginal flora, while 
11% were found to have a urinary tract infection (UTI). 
Professor Baqui, who leads the MIST Program, com-
mented on how ongoing field research enriches student 
training at Hopkins: 
Hosting passionate and promising students, like Liz, in 
our field site provides opportunities for both the stu-
dent and our field teams. The student can apply skills 
learned in the classroom within an organized field 
research setting. Our local team can practice guiding 
students through the complexities of implementing in-
terventions on the ground. This complementarity is a 
unique part of Hopkins’ continual training efforts for 
both students and faculty.

To help supplement her research funding in Bangla-
desh, Liz applied for, and received, a Center for Global 
Health Field Research Award. She also received a U.S. 
Department of State Critical Language Scholarship 
to learn Bangla. Over the course of 8 weeks in her lan-

A CHW in Bangladesh instructs an expectant mother on prop-
er testing procedures and the reasons to check for UTI during 
pregnancy. Photo Credit: Jennifer Applegate
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About the 
Department

From a modest beginning in 1961, the Johns Hopkins 
Bloomberg School of Public Health’s Department of 
International Health has grown into a global leader-
ship role in health research, policy analysis, and pro-
gram implementation. The Department is divided into 
four areas: Global Disease Epidemiology and Control; 
Health Systems; Human Nutrition; and Social and Be-
havioral Interventions. We offer master’s and doctoral 
level training in these areas of international health, as 
well as doctoral training in public health practice. 

3 The Fight against Perinatal 
Mortality in Bangladesh
MSPH candidate, Liz Thomas, works with Professor 
Abdullah H. Baqui to implement and improve 
community-based interventions
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This issue celebrates the pro-
ductive relationships between 
Department of International 
Health faculty, students and 
alumni. These snapshots high-
light the collaborative nature of 
the Department as well as the 
Department’s influence on glob-

al health policy and programming. Although the 
articles in this issue focus primarily on infectious 
disease epidemiology and control, they reveal the 
Department’s overall commitment to student de-
velopment and the opportunities Hopkins train-
ing affords young global health professionals.   

In Bangladesh, we learn about a research project 
led by Professor Abdullah Baqui and the diverse 
research topics and training it provides master’s 
student Liz Thomas. The profile of PhD student 
Jessica Atwell demonstrates how alumni and 
students collaborate in innovative ways and the 
value of our students’ public health experience.  
And, we learn about new Associate Professor Dan 
Salmon, who was a Hopkins student and a leading 
government official in vaccine policy and safety. 

We also celebrate the awards and honors our stu-
dents and faculty have received recently. Student 
scholarships are invaluable to financially strapped 
students—as we see in the profile of alumnus 
Brandon Brown, recipient of numerous scholar-
ships, who now works tirelessly as undergraduate 
director of public health at UC-Irvine to secure 
global health funding for his own students. And, 
finally, we reflect back on the two international 
health pioneers and members of the Department 
family who died last year: Professors Tim Baker 
and Dick Morrow. 

—David Peters, MD, MPH ‘89, DrPH ’93
Edgar Berman Professor and Chair
Department of International Health

Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health



guage course, she went 
from an oral competency 
level of novice to inter-
mediate-high. The famil-
iarity with the language 
has served her well in the 
evaluation of causes of 
death using verbal autop-
sy and post-delivery inter-
view forms. 

While Liz’s experience 
in Bangladesh has yield-
ed great data, there were 

several national strikes related to upcoming elections 
that delayed her research. Vehicles were banned from 
roadways, making field visits impossible. During these 
strikes, Liz spent time shadowing project physicians in 
the neonatal intensive care unit at a tertiary facility in 
Sylhet city. She once saw three pre-term babies sharing 
a single incubator. When she asked the head of the de-
partment about this, he said that the hospital was built 
to run at one-third its current capacity. “We don’t even 
have the resources to teach hand washing.” 

These roadblocks forced her to be flexible and creative. 
She offers some advice to new students just embarking 
on their practicum: “Adjust your expectations. It’s good 
to have a focused research interest—but don’t let your 
expectations of a proposal limit your ability to explore 
beyond that topic.” 

Currently, Liz is wrapping up her practicum in Bangla-
desh working with community health workers to im-
prove the quality of data collection with respect to cat-
egorizing stillbirths. And in response to her experience 
in the neonatal intensive care unit, she’s working on a 
proposal for formative research to assess how to intro-
duce a hand-washing campaign at the facility.
1. Lancet Paper of the Year, Effect of community-based 
newborn-care intervention package implemented through two 

service-delivery strategies in 
Sylhet district, Bangladesh: 
a cluster-randomised 
controlled trial. 
http://tinyurl.com/Baqui-
paper-of-year-2008
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The Critical Language 
Scholarship Program

The Critical Language Scholarship Program offers fully 
funded summer language institutes for US university stu-
dents and is sponsored by the US Department of State to 
expand the number of Americans studying and mastering 
critical foreign languages.  http://www.clscholarship.org/

Languages taught
Arabic, Azerbaijani, Chinese, Bangla/Bengali, Hindi, Indo-
nesian, Japanese, Korean, Persian, Punjabi, Russian, Turk-
ish, and Urdu

Read an interview of Professor 
Baqui and more about the 
MIST Program in International 
Innovation:  http://tinyurl.com/
MIST-Program-Bangladesh 

Liz Thomas in Bangladesh

Jessica Atwell, MPH ‘11 (continued from previous page)

Jessica Atwell’s career in public health has already tak-
en her around the globe working on infectious disease 
issues. And her many accomplishments as a master’s 
and doctoral student exemplifies not only the quality of 
Hopkins students, but also our faculty’s commitment to 
the development of the next generation of researchers 
and global health leaders. 
As a microbiologist at the California Department of 
Public Health (CDPH), Jessica worked on the labora-
tory side of vaccine preventable disease investigations. 
She became increasingly interested in infectious disease 
epidemiology and understanding how to prevent and 
control disease. She therefore decided to find a master’s 
program that would give her the additional experience 
and training required for this career change. “As a stu-
dent interested in both infectious diseases and vaccines, 
I felt that Hopkins had more to offer than other schools 
of public health. I was excited about the opportunity 
to complete specific coursework in vaccine science and 
policy.” 
During a seminar by Associate Professor Dan Salmon, 
PhD ‘03—then Director of Vaccine Safety at the Na-
tional Vaccine Program Office—she became interest-
ed in the impact of vaccine refusal. “I knew I wanted 
to do something involving pertussis because I had just 
left CDPH in the middle of an unprecedented outbreak 
and had been working on it directly in the lab.” After 
speaking with former colleagues, she was able to obtain 
data from California to conduct an analysis looking at 
the effect of refusal rates on the outbreak. The research 
project brought together her MPH advisor Profes-
sor Neal Halsey, the California Department of Public 
Health, Dr. Salmon, and alumnus Saad Omer, PhD ’07, 
who had conducted a similar study on refusal rates in 
Michigan. 

Not only did she receive the Capstone Award for Out-
standing Achievement, news organizations such as 
NPR and ABC reported on the study results showing 
refusals had played a significant role in the 2010 out-
break.1,2 “It’s very rewarding to see a student investigate 
an issue like vaccine refusal and have an immediate im-
pact on public health practice and policy,” says Salm-
on. From the development through dissemination she 
felt supported by the Hopkins network of faculty and 
alumni:

I had never been interviewed like this before, and 
Drs. Salmon and Halsey gave me great advice on how 
to interact with the reporters, how to get the import-
ant messages across.

Before returning to Hopkins for her PhD, Jessica in-
terned at GAVI Alliance in Geneva in the Policy and 
Performance Group. She worked directly with the di-
rector of the monitoring and evaluation unit, alumnus 
Peter Hansen, PhD ’08, who gave her great advice on 
managing her doctoral studies. Jessica credits the Cer-
tificate in Vaccine Science and Policy program for her 
relatively easy transition at GAVI. In fact, she was a 
co-author on the widely cited paper in Vaccine, “The 
estimated mortality impact of vaccinations forecast to 
be administered during 2011-2020 in 73 countries sup-
ported by the GAVI Alliance.”

Jessica is now working in Papua New Guinea on an 
infectious disease project under her advisor Professor 
Ruth Karron. Overall their project is investigating how 
malaria and other infections in pregnancy impact the 
transfer of antibodies from mothers to their fetuses, and 
how this might impact the immune system of the infant 
in early life. They’re also trying to better understand the 
scope of respiratory infections among children in this 
setting. The work will be the basis for her dis-
sertation topic, “The Impact of Placental Ma-
laria on Active and Passive Immunization in 
Papua New Guinea.”
“This study will hopefully help answer some 
important questions we have about the poten-
tial to use maternal immunization to protect 
infants from respiratory infections like RSV 
and influenza in areas where malaria is still a 

Jessica Atwell, back row, 3rd from right, and her epidemiology workshop 
students. Papua New Guinea Institute of Medical Research, Yagaum, 
Madang Province.

Global Health Field Research Awards
Grants of up to $3,500 to undergraduate and graduate students are awarded 
to the proposals judged by faculty members to be realistic, challenging, and 
educational. The awards give students the opportunity to gain hands-on ex-
perience in a cross-cultural setting, where they can work under a faculty 
mentor and develop skills to carry with them into their careers. 

http://tinyurl.com/global-health-research-award

Jessica Atwell, MPH ‘11
PhD candidate, Global Disease Epidemiology and Control

problem,” Jessica explains. The project is a collaboration 
with Case Western, University of Melbourne, and the 
Papua New Guinea Institute of Medical Research. To 
help build in-country capacity, Jessica drew on her ex-
perience as a TA for the core MPH “Principles of Epide-
miology” course to develop and teach an epidemiology 
workshop for PNG scientific officers. “As a student, I’ve 
received such great support and mentorship from Hop-
kins faculty, such as Drs. Halsey, Salmon, and Karron. 
I’m eager now to return the favor by passing on epide-
miology and data analysis skills to young scientists here 
at the PNG Institute of Medical Research,” Jessica adds. 
She’ll be returning to Baltimore later this year and will 
finish up her PhD work in 2015. 
For more information about the PNG Institute of Medi-
cal Research: http://www.pngimr.org.pg/ 
1. NPR interview, Vaccine Refusals Fueled California’s Whooping 
Cough Epidemic: http://tinyurl.com/jessica-atwell 

2. Atwell JE, Van Otterloo J, Zipprich J, Winter K, Harriman 
K, Salmon DA, Halsey NA, Omer SB. Nonmedical vaccine ex-
emptions and pertussis in California, 2010. Pediatrics. 2013 
Oct;132(4):624-30. doi: 10.1542/peds.2013-0878.

It’s very rewardIng to see a student InvestIgate an 
Issue lIke vaccIne refusal and have an ImmedIate 

Impact on publIc health practIce and polIcy.
— dr. salmon
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IH Alumni Award
Rebecca Kramer, Human Nutrition 
Allyson Nelson, Global Disease 
Epidemiology and Control  (GDEC)
Nicholas Fancourt, Health Systems

This award is made 
possible by annual 
alumni donations for 
student support. To contribute, direct 
your gift to the IH Alumni Scholarship. 

Baker, Taylor, Reinke Scholarship in 
International Health
Kathleen Ridgeway, Social and 
Behavioral Interventions (SBI) 
Naoko Kozuki, GDEC
Established in 2004, this scholarship 
commemorates over 100 combined years 
of dedicated public health service by Drs. Timothy D. 
Baker, William Reinke and Carl E. Taylor. The efforts 
of these three men were instrumental in establishing 

the field of international health as a 
distinct discipline. This fund supports 
graduate students in the Department 
of International Health and is targeted 
toward students working in the 
following areas: organization of health 
delivery systems, community-based 
healthcare or injury control in less 
developed countries.

Clements – Mann Fellowship
Dan Erchick, GDEC 
Wenfeng Gong, GDEC
Mary Lou Clements-Mann, MD, MPH 
’79, professor of International Health, 
and her husband Jonathan Mann, MD, 
MPH, visiting professor of Health Policy 
and Management, died in September 
1998 when Swiss Air Flight 111 to 
Geneva crashed into the North Atlantic. 
The Manns were at the forefront of the 
worldwide struggle against AIDS. Dr. 
Clements-Mann was an internationally 
known physician who devoted most of her 
career to developing and testing vaccines 
to combat respiratory viruses, AIDS, 
and diarrheal diseases. As professor of International 

Student Awards and Scholarships
Health, she was the founding director of the Center 
for Immunization Research, where she worked with 
colleagues to develop the master’s and doctoral programs 
in vaccine sciences. Dr. Jonathan Mann founded the 
World Health Organization’s AIDS program and was 
one of the first scientists to bring the international AIDS 
crisis to the world’s attention. The Clements-Mann 
Fellowship was established by family members, friends, 
and colleagues as a tribute to Mary Lou and Jonathan’s 
tireless devotion to vaccine development, research, and 
human rights. The fund supports outstanding graduate 
students working in vaccine sciences.

Mary and Carl Taylor Fund
Azal Ahmadi, SBI
The Mary and Carl Taylor Fund was created 
in 1995 with contributions from faculty and 
alumni in honor of the Taylors’ commitment 
to the students of the School of Public Health 
and to improving international health through research 
and action. The fund provides support to a student 
working in the area of international bioethics.

Robert & Helen Wright Fund
Megan Cherewick, Health Systems
Nasreen Jessani, DrPH program
Mufaro Kanyangarara, GDEC
Created in 1983 with donations from 
family members and friends of former 

International Health 
faculty member Robert 
Wright, MD, MPH ’40. The Fund 
provides support for continuing doctoral 
students who expect to contribute to the 
improvement of public health in Africa, 
particularly in Nigeria.

Diana Hess Scholarship
Victoria Elliot, Human Nutrition
In 1983 the Diana Hess Memorial Fund 
was established with contributions from 
her family and friends. Diana Hess, a 
former Peace Corps volunteer in Kenya, 
was devoted to improving public health 
in Africa. The Hess Fund provides an annual scholarship 
to students in the Department of International Health. 
The award is based on academic and professional 
accomplishments and need for financial support. 
Preference is given to those planning to work in Africa, 
but this is not a requirement for receipt of the award.

Nancy Stephens Fund
Brittany Kmush, GDEC
Tomoka Nakamura, GDEC

Established in 1970 
as the International 
Health Fund, this fund provides grants 
to master’s or doctoral students in the 
Department who are completing their 
degrees. For 37 years Nancy Stephens 
was the immensely popular student 
coordinator in the Department of 

International Health. At her retirement in 2001, Dr. 
Robert Black honored her by renaming this fund the 
Nancy Stephens Student Support Fund.

John Snow Award
Yasmin Ogale, GDEC 
Melinda Brown, GDEC
John Snow, Inc.’s mission is to provide an 
extensive range of research and consulting 
services to the health care and service 
sectors. The International Division 
provides technical assistance designed to enhance the 
effectiveness and quality of public health programs. The 
John Snow, Inc. Award, an annual award created in 2001, 
provides financial assistance to outstanding, second-year 
master’s students in the Department who are engaged in 
internships in the field.

Humanitarian Assistance Award
Emily Lyles, Health Systems  
Annie Zhou, Health Systems  
This fund provides support to master’s 
and doctoral students who are 
committed to improving humanitarian 
response and health for refugees, 

displaced persons and populations affected by conflict 
and natural disasters.

Georgeda Buchbinder Award
Jessica Lin, SBI 
Dr. Georgeda Buchbinder received her 
MPH from the School in 1984. She then 
moved to Hawaii and began a public 
health career by teaching Population 
Science and International Health. Her 
career was progressing extraordinarily well when she 
was diagnosed with cancer. This fund was established 
by friends and colleagues after her death to celebrate her 
all-too-brief career in public health. This fund annually 

supports students, junior faculty, or other priority projects 
in international health.

Delta Omega Scholarship 
Naoka Kozuki, GDEC. Project title: Exploring the 
epidemiology, diagnosis, and careseeking related to risk 
factors for intrapartum-related fetal and neonatal death in 
rural Sarlahi District, Nepal.
Antonio Quispe, GDEC. Project title: A free online app 
for planning malaria control and outbreak responses in 
the Peruvian Amazon.

Harry D. Kruse Fellowship in Nutrition
Zaynah Chowdhury, Human Nutrition 
Leslie Redmond, Human Nutrition 
Presented annually to a continuing full-
time student who has demonstrated 
outstanding academic performance 
and professional potential in the field of 
nutrition and public health.

The Harry J. Prebluda Fellowship in 
Nutritional Biochemistry
Ramya Ambikapathi, Human Nutrition
This fellowship was established in 1990 by 
Mrs. Harry J. Prebluda and her children in 
memory of her late husband. Harry Prebluda 
earned his doctorate degree in Biochemistry at the School 
in 1937, and worked closely with E.V. McCollum. The 
fellowship fosters the careers of outstanding young 
scientists focusing on nutritional biochemistry and 
metabolism.

Dan Erchick

Wenfeng Gong

Naoko Kozuki

Nasreen Jessani

Tomoka Nakamura

Yasmin Ogale

Emily LylesMegan Cherewick

Kathleen Ridgeway

Leslie Redmond

Rebecca Kramer

Brittany Kmush

Congratulations to Our 
2014 Graduates 

Bangladesh
Canada
China
India
Japan

Kyrgyzstan
Mexico
Nepal

Nigeria
Pakistan
Romania

Singapore
South Korea

Taiwan
USA

Zimbabwe

Home Countries

PhD: 18

DrPH: 5

MSPH: 70

MHS in Health 
Economics: 4

Student Awards and Scholarships

Allyson Nelson



The Elsa Orent Keiles Fellowship in Human Nutrition 
in International Health

Dorothy Chiu, Human Nutrition 
Maxwell A. Barffour, Human Nutrition 
Yunhee Kang, Human Nutrition 
This fellowship was established in 1996 
with a bequest from the estate of Elsa 
Orent Keiles, ScD ’25, a graduate of the 
Department of Chemical Hygiene (now 

Biochemistry and Molecular Biology). In keeping 
with Dr. Keiles’ research interests, the 
award provides tuition support for 
graduate students with demonstrated 
financial needs in the Department of 
Biochemistry and Molecular Biology or 
the Program in Human Nutrition in the 
Department of International Health.
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Robert Black, MD, MPH, professor, Di-
rector of the Institute for International 
Programs, was awarded the Dr. C. Go-
palan Oration Gold Medal from the Nu-
trition Society of India for outstanding 
contributions in the field of nutritional 
sciences. Sight and Life also presented 

him with its Annual Nutrition Leadership Award for 
two landmark Lancet nutrition series he led. 

Faculty PromotionsNews & Highlights

Left to right: Linda Dunham, chair of the Ronald McDonald House Chari-
ties (RMHC) Global Board of Trustees; David C. Herman, Global Board of 
Trustee, RMHC; RMHC Medical Award of Excellence honoree, Henry B. 
Perry III; J.C. Gonzalez-Mendez, president and CEO of RMHC; and Sheila 
Musolino, chief operating officer of RMHC.

Henry Perry, MD ‘74, PhD ’76, MPH ‘71, senior asso-
ciate, Health Systems, received the Ronald McDonald 
House Charities 2013 Medical Award of Excellence, 
which carries with it a gift of $100,000 to the non-profit 
group Perry founded—Curamericas Global.

Global Health Mentoring Awards
Assistant Scientist Aida Abashawl, GDEC 
Professor Ruth Karron, GDEC 
Research Associate Pablo Yori, GDEC
The faculty awards are de-
signed to recognize excellent 
global health mentors across 
Johns Hopkins University. 

Awardees are nominated by the Universi-
ty’s students and selected by a committee 
which weighs the students’ comments. 

Global Health Field Research Awards
Casey Branchini, Health Systems

Jessica Lin, SBI
This program provides 
grants for undergrad-
uate and graduate 
students to work with 
a mentor on a global 
health project in a developing country. 

Johns Hopkins-Pulitzer Center Global 
Health Reporting Fellowship
Michelle Ferng, Health Systems
This grant is an opportunity to investi-
gate or illuminate an international pub-
lic health issue with editorial support 
from the Pulitzer Center on Crisis Reporting, a leading 
journalism organization with deep experience cover-
ing global health issues. Ferng will explore the issue of 
elder abuse, doing her field reporting in Peru.

Casey Branchini

mHealth for Maternal Health
Bridging the Gap

April 7 –  8, 2014
As mobile phones and other devices become increasingly 
available and adaptable, demand for evidence to guide their 
systematic integration into reproductive, maternal, neonatal 
and child health programs is growing. Dr. Alain Labrique, 
Director of the JHU Global mHealth Initiative, collaborated 
with representatives from the World Health Organization, the 
Maternal Health Task Force, and the Harvard School of Public 
Health to co-host a high-level technical meeting on mHealth 
(the use of mobile technologies to facilitate health programs) for maternal health. This was the first meeting of its kind to bring 
together key research and implementation leaders in the fields of both maternal health and mHealth. Experts discussed how 
mHealth can be applied to address major health systems constraints in low-resource settings and they reviewed the state of 
evidence supporting the use of mHealth to improve provider quality of care and to bolster supply chains. Participants focused 
on issues concerning the persistent challenges in the delivery of known effective interventions. The meeting produced an 
“mHealth for maternal health” evidence agenda and mechanisms for continued collaboration between the two communities. 

For more information about the meeting: http://tinyurl.com/mHealth-maternal

News & Highlights
Student Awards and Scholarships

Jessica Lin

W. Courtland Robinson, PhD ‘04, was 
promoted to Associate Professor, Health 
Systems.

Faculty Awards and Honors

Ruth Karron

Pablo Yori

Parul Christian, DrPH ’96, MPH ’92, 
professor, Human Nutrition, was ac-
cepted into the Dannon 2014 Interna-
tional Academic Mid-Career Nutrition 
Leadership Institute for outstanding 
nutritional scientists of global stature.

Mathuram Santosham, MD, 
MPH ‘75, professor, Health 
Systems, received the 2014 Albert 
B. Sabin Gold Medal Award. He 
was honored by the Sabin Vaccine 
Institute for his pioneering role 
in the prevention of deadly H. 
influenzae type b (Hib) diseases, 
including pediatric bacterial 
meningitis and pneumonia. 

Kate O’Brien, MD, MPH ‘94, professor,  
Global Disease Epidemiology and Con-
trol, was the Robert Austrian Lecturer at 
the International Symposium on Pneu-
mococci and Pneumococcal Diseases in 
Hyderabad, India.

Alain Labrique, PhD ’07, MHS ’99, MS, 
was appointed to the WHO eHealth Tech-
nical Advisory Group, and he was promot-
ed to Associate Professor, Global Disease 
Epidemiology and Control.  

Joel Gittelsohn, PhD, MS, professor, 
Human Nutrition, received the Presi-
dent’s Translational Research Recogni-
tion Award. The award was created to 
acknowledge research that is improv-
ing the health and well-being of the 

City of Baltimore, and to further encourage commu-
nity-based research across the University.  Dr. Gittel-
sohn received the award for his work to reduce health 
disparities and prevent chronic diseases by improving 
the food environment in Baltimore City.

Hopkins participants included Linda Bartlett, Saifuddin Ahmed, James 
BonTempo, Blami Dao and Alain Labrique. 

Yunhee Kang

Maxwell Barffour

Delta Omega Public Health Honor Society 
New Members

Khrysta Baig, MSPH
Alison Connor, PhD
William Davis, DrPH
Matthew Dudley, MSPH
Sonnet Gaertner, MSPH
Margaret Glancey, MSPH
Candice Gormley, MSPH
Catherine Hwang, MSPH

Nidhi Khurana, MSPH
Kathryn Leifheit, MSPH
Xiao Ma, MSPH
Toru Matsubayashi, DrPH
Namrita Singh, PhD
Marie Spiker, MSPH
Urshila Sriram, MSPH 

Photo credit: Evan Wilder



In Memoriam 
Professor Timothy Baker

Timothy Baker joined the School as a faculty member in the De-
partment of Public Health Administration and as an assistant 
dean. In 1961, he founded the School’s Division of International 
Health and served as acting director. Over the next five years, he 
was instrumental in building the Division into the Department of 
International Health.
Baker’s fundamental contributions to the Department include fac-
ulty recruitment, curriculum development, student mentoring, and 
fundraising. He was instrumental in establishing one of the School’s 
first endowed professorships—the Edgar Berman Professorship in 
International Health. Among his many contributions, he helped 
create the fields of manpower planning and injury control in devel-
oping countries. He was also a beloved teacher and advisor—as the 
scores of anecdotes shared with the School and his family attest.
Never one for having others praise him in public, Baker planned 
for a concert to be held in his name instead of a formal memorial 
service: He thought sharing his love of music a better send off. 
Baker’s family, with help from the Bloomberg School, arranged 
for Baltimore Symphony Orchestra musicians to perform selec-
tions from three of his favorite string quartets. 
You can watch the concert on the Department’s website. There, 
you’ll find a slideshow of photos from throughout his life, which was displayed at the reception after the concert. You’ll 
also find links to obituaries by the Lancet, The Baltimore Sun and the Bloomberg School. Memorial gifts can be made 
to the Timothy D. Baker Scholarship in International Health at the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health.
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In Memoriam 
Professor Richard Morrow

Professor Morrow joined the Department in 1991. Before moving to Baltimore he was a pro-
fessor at Harvard School of Public Health and director of epidemiology and field research for 
Tropical Disease Research and Training at the World Health Organization. He had more than 50 
years’ experience working with public health, quality assurance and health systems in countries 
around the world. In his field, Morrow is widely known for his expertise in quality assurance 
management methods for developing countries; the development of burden of disease measures 
and their use in health sector reform; and epidemiologic methods for field trials in developing countries. He is the 
author of several books and hundreds of articles on a wide range of public health topics. In addition to his interna-
tional public health work, Morrow served as a mentor to hundreds of students throughout the world.
“He was a man of both humility and brilliance,” said Professor Adnan Hyder, director of the Department’s Health 
Systems Program. “Intellectually, he was one of the most creative public health physicians in his field. Personally, he 
was a man of respect. He would treat everyone the same—a first-year student or the director of the World Health 
Organization.”
Morrow will be remembered for his brilliance, grace, humor, curiosity, generosity and above all, his integrity. His 
passion for social justice and the greater good of global public health will be carried on in the lives of his wife of 54 
years, their four children, their nine grandchildren and his students all over the world. Before his death, Morrow 
established a student scholarship fund. Contributions can be made to the Richard H. Morrow Scholarship Fund in 
Health Systems  at the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health. You can read his obituary in The Balti-
more Sun and on the Bloomberg School website. 

Associate Professor Dan Salmon, PhD ’03, MPH
Global Disease Epidemiology and Control
Deputy Director, Institute for Vaccine Safety

Associate Professor Dan Salmon’s career in public 
health is a prime example of how Hopkins grad-
uates can affect global health policy and pro-

grams through both academic and government posts. 
Before joining the Department full-time in 2012, Salm-
on (whose last name is not pronounced like the fish, but 
rather “Sawl-muhn”) was the Director of Vaccine Safety 
in the National Vaccine Program Office at the US De-
partment of Health and Human Services. As director, he 
coordinated, evaluated and provided leadership for fed-
eral vaccine safety programs. During the 2009 swine flu 
(H1N1) epidemic, he oversaw the federal vaccine safety 
monitoring program—the most comprehensive vaccine 
safety monitoring effort in US history. As part of this pro-
gram, he led the development of a surveillance system 
that captured vaccine histories from state immunization 
registries and health insurance companies with records 
for about 35 million people. This program is now a per-
manent part of vaccine safety monitoring by the FDA.
While working for the US government, Salmon was also 
an adjunct faculty in the Department where he taught 
the Vaccine Policy Issues course, which he continues to 
teach. The course examines current national and inter-
national policy issues in vaccine research, development, 
manufacturing, supply, and utilization. While his experi-
ence inside the US government has brought an invaluable 
perspective to students over the years, he’s quick to point 
out that many of his students have valuable career experi-
ences of their own. One example is current PhD student, 
Jessica Atwell, who took the class as an MPH student. 
Salmon’s lecture on vaccine refusal led to the widely re-
ported research on the link between vaccine refusal rates 
and outbreaks of whooping cough in California. Atwell, 
who worked at the California Department of Public 
Health before pursuing her master’s, was able to obtain 

information on Califor-
nia pertussis cases though 
her former colleagues. This 
collaboration with Salmon 
and others was eventually 
published in Pediatrics1 and 
reported by a host of nation-
al media outlets. You can 
watch Salmon interviewed 
on the CBS News here: http://tinyurl.com/salmon-cbs-news 

Salmon is now Deputy Director of the School’s Institute 
for Vaccine Safety. His recent research focuses on post-li-
censure vaccine safety and the factors associated with 
parental decisions to vaccinate, or not vaccinate, their 
children. This work fits nicely with the Institute’s mission 
to provide an independent assessment of vaccines and 
vaccine safety to help guide decision makers and educate 
physicians, the public and the media about key issues sur-
rounding the safety of vaccines. This freedom to pursue 
his research interests was one of the reasons that brought 
him back to Hopkins full-time. In addition, he’s excited to 
be a more integrated part of the vaccine training program: 

The Vaccine Science and Policy Certificate Program is 
one of the most rigorous and comprehensive programs 
in the world. Organizations from the US Health and 
Human Services to WHO come to me time and time 
again to recommend graduates of the program. 

For students interested in a career in global vaccine policy, 
Salmon recommends applying for the Vaccine Internship 
Experience at WHO, or VIEW Scholarships. The program 
is funded by the Johns Hopkins Vaccine Initiative and al-
lows students to work with mentors in the Department 
of Immunization, Vaccines and Biologicals at the World 
Health Organization to gain experience in global vaccine 
research, policy, or programs. “One of my recent students, 

Kristen Vannice, who was a VIEW fellow, recently se-
cured a permanent position at WHO.  The VIEW schol-
arships can really open doors for young scientists.” 
Salmon will be teaching the Vaccine Policy Issues course 
in 3rd term next year. To learn more about the Institute 
for Vaccine Safety: http://www.vaccinesafety.edu/ 
1. Atwell JE, Van Otterloo J, Zipprich J, Winter K, Harriman 
K, Salmon DA, Halsey NA, Omer SB. Nonmedical vaccine ex-
emptions and pertussis in California, 2010. Pediatrics. 2013 
Oct;132(4):624-30. doi: 10.1542/peds.2013-0878.

VIEW Scholarships
Vaccine Internship Experience at WHO 

Johns Hopkins Vaccine Initiative
The Vaccine Internship Experience at WHO (VIEW) Scholars 
Program is funded by the Johns Hopkins Vaccine Initiative. The 
scholarships allow JHSPH graduate students to work with mentors 
in the Department of Immunization, Vaccines and Biologicals at 
the World Health Organization (WHO) to gain experience in 
vaccine research, policy, or programs of global importance.

For more information
http://www.jhsph.edu/vaccineinitiative

With the passing of Dick Morrow and Tim 
Baker, we lost two trailblazers in the field of 
international health. Their unique blends of 
humility, humor, and dedication to students, 
colleagues, and science have helped to weave 
the fabric of our Department, and I hope will 
continue be a part of their legacy here and 
around the world. 

—Chair David Peters
Professors Morrow and Baker during the 2009 celebra-
tion of Baker’s 50 years in public health. Morrow was 
one of many speakers to pay tribute to Baker’s achieve-
ments that day.  



With the Department’s focus on maintaining academic excellence here at the Bloomberg 
School of Public Health, we can easily lose sight of the impact our alumni have on 
the quality and success of academics at universities and institutions around the globe. 
Many of our graduates go on to hold faculty positions worldwide and they cite Hopkins 
as an instrumental component to the success of their academic and training programs 
that prepare the next generation of global health professionals.  
One graduate of the Department, Brandon Brown, PhD ‘10, MPH, recently became the 
Undergraduate Director of Public Health at the University of California, Irvine (UC-Ir-
vine). As director, he’s responsible for building an overall successful undergraduate ex-
perience and managing the growing program’s curriculum and staff. He’s also the head 
of the public health honors research program, which includes him mentoring gifted undergraduate students. 
“I owe much of the mentoring skills I use to the superb faculty mentors I had at Hopkins, namely Professors Neal Halsey, 
Joanne Katz, and Larry Moulton,” Brown says. One of his goals as faculty is to build the global health capacity of both 
students and researchers at UC-Irvine. He’s the founding director of the Global Health Research, Education and Trans-
lation (GHREAT) Program at UC-Irvine. GHREAT’s mission is to promote global health awareness and develop a com-
prehensive global health research, education, and training program. As the director, Brown developed a student-to-stu-
dent mentoring program that matches students who have been abroad with those who have not. He also developed the 
university’s global health certificate program that GHREAT administers.
Brown maintains an active research portfolio and often collaborates with Hopkins faculty. His PhD project was “Accept-
ability of HPV vaccine among FSWs in Lima, Peru” under the supervision of Professor Halsey. While working on it, he 
was able to build relationships with NGOs and clinics in Lima, hire staff, set up a lab, and apply for supplemental funds 
from Merck pharmaceuticals. “During these 2 years in Peru,” Brown says, “I learned how to conduct my own indepen-
dent research project, which consists of hundreds of moving parts. I learned a great deal from faculty in the Department 
and have used the same methods to conduct about a dozen additional projects following my graduation.” He continues 
to build on his dissertation work, and is now concentrating on HPV vaccine acceptability and health literacy among 
low-income parents in the United States. “Three dose HPV vaccine completion rates are still very low, with some reports 

showing 40% completion among adolescents nationwide,” he adds. 
As a Hopkins student, Brown received several Department and School-wide 
scholarships that helped him sustain his research in Peru, including the Minority 
Health Predoctoral Fellowship, the Clements-Mann Fellowship in Vaccine Sci-
ences and the Mary and Carl Taylor Scholarship in International Health. 
Now as faculty himself, he’s helping students secure funding, publish, and con-
duct their own international health research projects. Professor Halsey remarks 
on Brown as a colleague and former student: 

Brandon Brown was an excellent student and he is a pleasure to collab-
orate with on projects. He has shown what can be accomplished with 
an inquisitive mind, self-determination, and perseverance. He will un-
doubtedly continue to make important contributions to global public 
health and teaching for many years. 

You can learn more about Brown’s many global health and mentoring initiatives 
in a recent University of California President’s Letter (http://tinyurl.com/brandon-
brown-uc-irvine). While no longer at Hopkins, Brown is a great example of how 
the Department’s tradition of student mentorship and academic excellence is car-
ried on wherever our alumni go. 
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