English for Academic Purposes (550.001.01)

Fall 2011 (1st and 2nd terms)*

Bloomberg School of Public Health

The Johns Hopkins University

Instructor: 

Vicki Y. Hong-Smith


Email:


vhongs@jhsph.edu

Dates and Times:
9/17 and 9/18, 10/15 and 10/16, 11/12 and 11/13

10:30-4:20  (with a lunch break)
Terms*: 
You are automatically registered for both 1st and 2nd terms. You are not allowed to take only one of the terms.
Permission:

Contact Mr. Stephen Bazzetta at sbazzet@jhsph.edu 




for permission to register.  
Class Location:  
To Be Announced

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course is for students whose first language is not American English and whose experience with academic written communication in American English is limited.  This course focuses on a number of aspects of effective academic written communication to help the student write as clearly as possible. However, there will be one oral presentation to connect formal written and verbal communication.
COURSE OBJECTIVES

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to

· Apply strategies used in the three main stages of the Writing Process. Spiral strategies include brain storming, outlining, drafting, proofreading, rewriting and editing.

· Formulate an effective thesis statement 

· Support thesis with concrete supporting details

· Avoid global errors such as fragments, run-on/splice sentences, dangling


 modifiers

· Avoid errors in tenses and agreements

· Correctly incorporate quotation, summary, and paraphrase when citing outside sources

· Correctly apply required parenthetical documentation and bibliographical documentation format

· Apply fundamental speech delivery skills for a short oral presentation

REQUIREMENTS

Permission to register: Mr. Stephen Bazzetta: sbazzett@jhsph.edu

Assignments: There are three writing assignments. These are not graded, but you must complete and submit them to receive a Pass for the course. In other words, missing a writing assignment will result in a Fail for course. If you miss a meeting, you still are required to complete and submit your assignment on time. For each assignment, you are expected to apply and incorporate skills covered during previous sessions. In addition to the writing assignments, one prepared short oral presentation is required. More details regarding assignments will be given in class. 

Attendance: Attendance is required as part of your course grade. Missing more than two meetings will result in a Fail for the course. Frequent lateness and early departures from class will also affect your course grade.

FINAL GRADE

Your final grade will be a P (Pass) or an F (Fail). Meeting the above attendance and assignment (written and oral) requirements consist of a passing grade.
ACADEMIC HONESTY: PLAGIARISM


Plagiarism is cheating. In this class, using another person’s words or ideas as your own without giving credit, producing a memorized piece (either your own or someone else’s), or having someone do any portion of your work is cheating.  You are expected to complete your own, original work. You may find (or have found) that academic institutions in the U.S. use a different definition from many parts of the world for what constitutes academic dishonesty. I will cover this topic, give you an application assignment, and answer your questions regarding this very important issue. For specific policies, refer to your student resource handbook/CD.

REFERENCE:   Q and A Compact by Lynn Quitman Troyka & Douglas Hesse, Pearson Prentice Hall (A general reference. Please order on your own. Order the latest edition.)

TOPICS: The following are the main topics to be covered in each meeting. However, other related topics and writing issues will be addressed.

Meetings I and II: 9/17 and 9/18 
Overview of Academic Communication/ Frequent Global Errors/ Formal Paragraph and Essay
Meetings III and IV: 10/15 and 10/16


Plagiarism/ Documentation/Oral Presentations


Meetings V and VI: 11/12 and 11/13

 Documentation continued/ Critical Response Essay/Oral Presentations
In each session, we will discuss global and local errors. These include but are not limited to fragments, run-on, comma 
splice, various agreements, fuzzy syntax, tenses, punctuation, mechanics and other issues. Also, writing and grammar issues from students’ writing samples will be addressed as they surface. 
