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Educational Objective
To develop students’ skills and competencies for careers in both community-based public health practice and research, particularly for applications in underserved urban settings.
This certificate will train recipients in the skills and knowledge necessary for community-based public health program development, management and evaluation, community-based participatory research (CBPR) and other research in community settings.  It will also train students in key competencies for community-based public health practice and research, including: cultural competence; an understanding of the social and environmental causes of disease; and skills for collaborations across academia, health departments, and community organizations.

The set of core courses in the certificate program includes training in both community-based public health practice and community-based research, highlighting the interrelationship between public health practice and research.  By marrying training in these two skills areas, the certificate will prepare future community public health practitioners and researchers to collaborate.  The formal course series provided by the certificate will also serve as a complement to the core course series taken by all JHSPH students, which focuses solely on research skills.

Experiential education in the local community will be a signature pedagogical method of this certificate.  The core experience for the certificate will be the two-term Baltimore Community Practicum course.  Through this course, students will be able to apply their new skills and knowledge in community-based public health through a field placement with a local community-based organization or health department, coordinated through SOURCE (the Student Outreach Resource Center).  Employing a service-learning model, students will partner with community organizations to provide services that respond to community-identified needs.  Community organizations will collaborate with Practicum faculty to identify community health needs, and how student projects can respond to these needs and help to build organizational capacity to address community health.  Each student will collaborate with his or her community preceptor to develop a practice-based or research project, as appropriate to the student’s professional interests.  A weekly seminar will prepare students for field placements, and provide a forum for students to reflect on their experiences in the field.
The certificate will facilitate interdisciplinary training for students at the School of Public Health, School of Nursing, and other Schools within JHU, to foster their ability to collaborate across disciplines, an important skill for future community-based public health practitioners.  To ensure that the certificate is accessible to School of Nursing students, instead of the Baltimore Community Practicum course, School of Nursing graduate students will have the option to enroll in one of two School of Nursing practicum courses, also based on the service-learning model, which parallel the experience provided in the Baltimore Community Practicum.  These are the Theory and Practice Practicum and the Leadership, Management, and Evaluation Capstone Practicum.  Two School of Nursing courses have also been included in the list of certificate program elective courses.

Intended Audience

Students enrolled in any graduate degree program (master’s or doctoral level) at the Johns Hopkins University.  

Admissions Criteria

Admission to the certificate program may be granted to any student pursuing a graduate degree at the Johns Hopkins University. Applicants must submit a letter addressed to the faculty sponsor outlining their career objectives and how the certificate program will enhance those objectives. 

Admission into the certificate program must be obtained prior to enrollment in the last course required for completion.  

Course of Study
Students must take all three core courses and enroll in three or more credit units of elective courses, selected from the list of electives, below. 
Core courses:
1. 410.630 Implementation and Sustainability of Community-Based Health Programs 
(4th term, 3 units)                                                                                                         

2. 410.631 Introduction to Community-based Participatory Research: Principles and Methods (2nd term, 3 units)                                                          

3. 550.864 Baltimore Community Practicum (Formerly called the MPH Community Practicum.  2nd and 3rd terms, 2 units per term.  Students will have the option to earn more credit units for additional hours in the field per week.) 
School of Nursing students may replace the Baltimore Community Practice with one of the following two School of Nursing Courses:
1.   NR500.602 PHN: Theory and Practice Practicum (SON Summer term, 3 credits)

or

2.   NR500.606 PHN: Leadership, Management, and Evaluation Capstone Practicum 
      (SON Fall term, 3 credits)
Elective courses: 
Group A: Methods

1. 140.640 Statistical Methods for Sample Surveys (3rd term, 3 units) 
2. 140.664 Causal Inference In Medicine And Public Health (3rd term, 3 units)
3. 180.880 Special Studies In Environmental Health/Community Outreach (each term, 1 unit per term)

4. 221.635.01 Case Studies In Primary Health Care (3rd term, 4 units)
5. 221.635.81 Case Studies In Primary Health Care (3rd term, 4 units, online course)
6. 301.645 Health Advocacy (4th term, 3 units)
7. 305.607.01 Public Health Practice (2nd term, 4 units) 

8. 305.607.81 Public Health Practice (4th term, 4 units, online course) 
9. 305.613 Design and Evaluation of Community Health and Safety Interventions (3rd term, 3 units)

10. 340.717 Health Survey Research Methods (2nd term, 4 units)
11. 340.851 PHASE Internship (2nd, 3rd, and 4th terms -- all three required, 2 units per term)
12. 380.612 Applications in Program Monitoring and Evaluation (4th term, 4 units) 
13. 410.620 Program Planning for Health Behavior Change (2nd term, 3 units) 
14. 410.651 Communication Strategies for Health Education and Health Promotion (3rd term, 4 units) 
15. 410.690 Ethnographic Fieldwork (3rd term, 4 units)
16. 410.861 Graduate Seminar in Community-Based Research (offered all four terms, 1 unit per term) 
17. NR110.560 Program Development and Evaluation in Health Care (SON Summer term, 2 credits)
18. NR500:604 PHN Population Based Public Health Nursing Interventions (SON Spring term, 2-3 credits)
Group B: Content Areas
1. 300.711 Health Policy I: Social and Economic Determinants of Health (1st term, 3 units) 
2. 301.615 Seminar in Health Disparities (2nd term, 3 units)
3. 330.641 Prevention and Control of Alcohol and Drug Abuse (2nd term, 3 units)
4. 410.610 Health and Homelessness (3rd term, 3 units)

5. 410.611 Health, Poverty and Public Policy in the US (1st term, 3 units  -- offered every other year)
6. 410.618 Integrating Social and Behavioral Theory into Public Health. Part I: Foundations (1st term, 4 units) 

7. 410.619 Integrating Social and Behavioral Theory into Public Health. Part II: Applications (2nd term, 4 units)
8. 410.721 Translating Research Into Public Health Programs I (3rd term, 2 units)
9. 410.722 Translating Research Into Public Health Programs II (4th term, 2 units)
Requirements for Successful Completion

Certificate candidates must complete all coursework for the certificate with a letter grade of B or better.  They must take all courses for the certificate for a letter grade.
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