
The Center’s Beat: Weekly Update – August 19, 2016 
The Johns Hopkins Center to Eliminate Cardiovascular Health Disparities 

  

Congratulations Deidra Crews!  

Center faculty member, Deidra Crews, MD, MSc, has had a busy year! Deidra has been selected to 
serve on the Patient-Centered Outcomes Research Institute’s (PCORI) Advisory Panel on Addressing 
Disparities. PCORI’s Advisory Panel on Addressing Disparities was created to help guide the 
organization’s National Priorities for Research and Research Agenda, a framework to guide funding that 
will give patients and those who care for them the ability to make better-informed health decisions. Join 
us in congratulating Deidra on this new and exciting opportunity!  

Popular Diet Known to Lower Blood Pressure also has Benefits for Kidney Health  

An article coauthored by several Welch Center faculty, DASH (Dietary Approaches to Stop Hypertension) 
Diet and Risk of Subsequent Kidney Disease, was featured in The Johns Hopkins University’s the “HUB.” 
The study found that people whose diet aligned with DASH principles had significantly lower risk of 
developing chronic kidney disease over the course of more than two decades. To read the full article visit: 
http://tinyurl.com/zuh5kc5. Here is the citation for the paper:  

Rebholz CM, Crews DC, Grams ME, Steffen LM, Levey AS, Miller III ER, Appel LJ, Coresh J. DASH 
(Dietary Approaches to Stop Hypertension) Diet and Risk of Subsequent Kidney Disease. American 
Journal of Kidney Diseases. Volume 68, Issue 2, Pages A1-A22, e9-e14, 173-334 (August 2016).  

TIME: Health Care Disparities and Service Learning 

This year’s first-year medical students started off their program with a three-day course that included: 
talks from experts from the Schools of Medicine and Public Health, legislators, community activists, and 
small-group discussions with their peers. Activities included a tour of Baltimore City and an afternoon 
engaged in service learning with a community organization. Center faulty Rachel Thornton, MD, PhD, 
directs this course. Other Center faculty who gave lectures include Kimberly Gudzune, MD, MPH, who 
leads the Health Care Disparities horizontal strand in the medical school, Lisa Cooper, MD, MPH, Eloiza 
Domingo-Snyder, MS and Chidinma Ibe, PhD. Great work everybody!  

Opportunities 

The Johns Hopkins Doris Duke Early Clinician Investigator Award - The Doris Duke Foundation has 
been committed to advancing clinical research for many years. Their review of the data has led them to 
the position that short term support for clinical researchers facing extraprofessional demands could help 
them stay on a clinical investigation career track. With funding from the foundation and the School of 
Medicine, the Johns Hopkins Doris Duke Early Clinician Investigator Award aims to provide financial and 
mentoring resources for one to two years to junior physician scientists who are working to have a 
productive career while also caring for family members including children, partner and 
parents.  Applications are due on September 1st, 2016. For more information visit: 
http://tinyurl.com/zan8pym  

Delivery Science Research Fellowship at Kaiser Permanente Northern California – Investigators 
and fellows in Kaiser’s Division of Research work on the cutting edge of delivery science, partnering 
directly with Kaiser Permanente physicians and clinical operations leaders to develop and implement 
innovative research and quality improvement projects for patient care, in one of the nation's leading 
integrated delivery systems.  Applications are being accepted for the fourth cohort of research fellows for 
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the Delivery Science Fellowship. The application deadline is September 15th, 2016. For more 
information, visit http://tinyurl.com/jl8nwfd.  

The 2016 Johns Hopkins Urban Health Institute (UHI) Small Grants Program- The Small Grants 
Program was formed to stimulate and advance community-university collaborations around research and 
program development. Grants are awarded to those partnerships that most successfully demonstrate the 
potential for advancing the health and well-being of the residents of Baltimore, with competitive priority 
given to proposals that were developed following this year’s Community-Driven Research Day. The 
application deadline is September 30th 2016 by 5:00pm. For more information please visit 
http://tinyurl.com/gn2d2rx.  

Associate Program Director for Population Health and Outcomes Research- The Johns Hopkins 
Clinical Research Network (JHCRN) is seeking an Associate Program Director for Population Health and 
Outcomes Research. The purpose of this position is to facilitate the conduct of inter-institutional health 
services research across the Johns Hopkins Clinical Research Network (JHCRN). If you are interested 
and want more information about this opportunity, please contact Adrian Dobs, MD, MPH at 
(adobs@jhu.edu).  

Upcoming Events        

New Emergency Medicine Lecture Series - The goal of this series is to look specifically at racial and 
ethnic disparities and to determine what role emergency providers have in this. The purpose of these 
talks is to provide an open and honest forum among colleagues - to ask questions, hear different 
perspectives, and ultimately provide a framework to equitably provide healthcare to all. This lecture series 
will be led by Nathan Irvin, MD and Derrick Ashong, MD. They are asking that all attendees try to take the 
confidential implicit bias tests developed by researchers at Harvard University. To do so, visit 
https://implicit.harvard.edu/implicit/. The lecture series will be held on August 22nd, 2016 at Points 
South Latin Kitchen, 1640 Thames St, Baltimore MD 21231, from 7-9 pm. In order to attend the lecture 
series, you must RSVP by emailing (dashong1@jhmi.edu).  

1st Annual Excellence in Diversity Symposium: The purpose of the event is to showcase the 
excellence of Johns Hopkins University underrepresented minority (URM) scholars. The Symposium is a 
Johns Hopkins University (JHU) collaborative effort and is open to all faculty and trainees at the high 
school, undergraduate, post baccalaureate, graduate/medical student, postdoctoral, and resident/fellow 
levels in the Schools of Medicine, Public Health, Nursing, Engineering, and Arts & Sciences. URM 
trainees at all levels are invited to submit abstracts, which will be considered for oral and poster 
presentations. The abstract submission deadline is August 30th, 2016 and the event will be held on Sept 
27th, 2016 from 12-5:30 pm in the Turner Auditorium at the Johns Hopkins East Baltimore campus. For 
more information visit: http://tinyurl.com/jhn8bch.  

Briefing on Health Disparities and the Centers for Population Health and Health Disparities 
(CPHHD) Initiative: The CPHHD program was a response to a strategic priority at NIH to address health 
disparities and inequities in the prevalence and outcomes of several diseases, particularly cancer and 
heart disease. This briefing will highlight the research conducted by CPHHD and other endeavors, which 
was published in this year’s August issue of the Health Affairs journal. The meeting, to be held on Friday, 
September 9th on the NIH campus, will provide a forum to discuss future priorities in health disparities and 
equity research. Registration for the meeting is free, but is required for all participants. Registration will 
remain open until September 6th, 2016. To register or for more information, visit: 
http://tinyurl.com/gqxyren.   

2016 Annual Conference—The Road to Health Equity: Overcoming Racism to Improve Community 
Well-Being: The 2016 Metropolitan Washington Public Health Association (MWPHA) Annual Conference 
will focus on how race and racism impact communities of color’s health outcomes and overall well-being. 
This is an opportunity for public health professionals and stakeholders from across the DC metropolitan 
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area to unite, learn, network and engage with peers around the issues of health equity and racism. 
Explore and share strategies that can be used to improve health outcomes for communities of color in the 
DC Metro area. This event will be held at the University of the District Columbia, Windows Lounge, 
Building, on Sept. 8th, 2016, from 8 am -5 pm. For more information visit: http://tinyurl.com/zurxm37.  

SOURCE (Student Outreach Resource Center) Community Involvement Fair: Over 60 community-
based organizations, non-profits and service-based student groups will be recruiting students, faculty, and 
staff for meaningful community involvement opportunities. ONLY OCCURS ONCE PER YEAR! Will be 
held on Sept 14, 2016 at the Johns Hopkins School of Public Health - Feinstone Hall (2nd floor), 12 pm – 
3 pm.   

Room to Grow: Journey to Cultural and Linguistic Competency Mini-Conference: This Mini-
conference is a continuing education seminar for Psychologists. The conference will be held on 
September 20th, 2016 at the Chevy Chase Auditorium, Sheikh Zayed Tower. Admission is free of charge 
following registration. To register, visit: http://tinyurl.com/gsf8z5h.  

The 2016 Healthcare Quality and Equity Action Forum: The Healthcare Quality and Equity Action 
Forum sets the stage for interdisciplinary dialogue. The Forum will provide the background, key drivers, 
and essential strategies to improve quality and achieve equity as we move towards access and 
accountability in a time of rapid health care transformation. Leaders from multiple disciplines and 
healthcare organizations—including those from health plans, healthcare systems, and children’s 
hospitals, to name a few—who work in the areas of quality and safety; disparities, diversity and equity; 
health policy; and health care design and delivery, will find the Forum to be a unique and highly valuable 
experience. The forum will be held in Boston, MA, at the Seaport Boston Hotel on September 29th - 30th, 
2016. For more information visit: http://tinyurl.com/zmdd7ao.  

2016 Henrietta Lacks Memorial Lecture - This annual event, presented by the Johns Hopkins Institute 
for Clinical and Translational Research (ICTR), will include the presentation of the Urban Health Institute’s 
(UHI)’s 2016 Henrietta Lacks Memorial Award. The keynote speaker will be Dr. Damon Tweedy, assistant 
professor at Duke University Medical Center, author of Black Man in a White Coat. Special guest 
presenters will include Dr. and Mrs. Roland Pattillo from Morehouse College; Dr. Redonda Miller, 
president of the Johns Hopkins Hospital; and members of the Lacks family. Parking, breakfast, and lunch 
are provided at no cost to attendees. This event will be held in the Turner Auditorium on the Johns 
Hopkins East Baltimore campus on October 1st, 2016 from 8:30-12:30pm. For more information, or to 
register for this event, visit: http://tinyurl.com/z3yn89l.  

Project Meetings 

Project RICH LIFE 

• The Collaborative Care workgroup will meet on Monday, August 22nd from 2-3 pm, in Whelton 
Room (2-603).  

• The BP Standardization Work Group will meet on Wednesday, August 24th from 11am-12 pm, in 
Conference Room (2-526).  

• The CHW Workgroup will meet on Wednesday, August 24th from 2-3 pm, in Conference Room 
(2-526).  

• The Patient/Stakeholder Engagement workgroup will meet on Thursday, August 25th from 1-2 
pm, in Conference Room (2-526).  

• The Data Collection/Recruitment workgroup will meet on Thursday, August 25th from 2-3 pm, in 
Conference Room (2-526).  
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