
School of Public Health Evacuation Procedures for the Disabled
.
The Bloomberg School of Public Health is a stand-alone sprinklered building. It is classified as a high-rise and all floors are business occupancy.
Business occupancies must evacuate in the event of a fire alarm activation (in comparison to a health-care occupancy-like certain floors in JHH. These floors have fire compartments that allow patients/staff/visitors to "defend in place").
With a stand-alone building, it is not connected to any other building which has a fire separation. Thus a horizontal evacuation cannot be done (i.e. staff in the Ross Building can evacuate to the Traylor Building, staff in the Nelson Building can evacuate to Halsted, etc)
Typically in a high-rise building (7 or more floors) fire code allows the building alarm to be such that in the event of a fire, the alarm rings on that floor, one floor below, and either 1-2 floors above. HOWEVER, this initially caused too much confusion in the BSPH. Thus, Facilities has made it so that when an alarm is activated, the whole building is placed into alarm.
The alarm in the BSPH is both visible and audible. When sounded it sends a page to Security, Facilities, HSE, and our alarm company, ARK Communications. ARK then sends a page to BCFD to respond to the alarm.  BCFD response time is approximately 5 minutes.
In the event of an alarm, elevators should not be used. Typically in most JHMI buildings, when an alarm sounds the elevators are recalled to the first floor and will not work.
Staff are required to evacuate through the stairwells. There are numerous stairwells in the BSPH... the north, south, east, and west wings. Be familiar with your nearest stairwell.
In the event there is a staff member who cannot use the stairwell (they are in a wheelchair, on crutches, use a walker, they are blind, etc) it is recommended that they contact HSE to develop a personalized evacuation plan. Disabled individuals are encouraged to self-identify with HSE for the purpose of creating this plan. The evacuation plan guidelines are as follows:
- Discuss the evacuation plan with a co-worker or department administrator in order to have them
	familiar with the plan and to have planned assistance.
- When an alarm sounds, either the disabled person or a co-worker is to contact Security at 5-3833 or
	5-5585 to let them know where they will be located. Security will relay this information to BCFD.
- Go to your predetermined "safe area". This is going to be your nearest stairwell. Stairwells are
	designed to have 2 hours of smoke/fire protection. This is the safest place to be.
- When warranted, persons with disabilities remaining on the floor will be evacuated by BCFD.
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This plan has been approved by HSE, Facilities, and BCFD. In 2005, HSE was notified of two fires in the BSPH, one on the 6th floor when an oven exploded, and one where a piece of paper caught fire in a laboratory. In both cases, a fire alarm was never pulled.
HSE has on record two false alarms in the BSPH in 2005. However it is to be noted that there may have been more alarms than what HSE was notified to as there was an issue with our office being paged!
In the meantime:
	. all personnel should keep egress routes clear. Business occupancies are required to have 48" of clearance
in the hallways.
. do not block open self-closing fire doors
. do not obstruct emergency equipment (fire extinguishers, fire alarms)
. do not use a fire extinguisher in the event of a fire. Only trained personnel are to use them.
. do not store items in a stairwell.
Any questions or concerns the number to HSE is 5-5918. For more information, review the BSPH policy 5.5 "Evacuation of Disabled Persons".

