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Occupational and Environmental Health Nursing (OEHN)

Doctoral Programs
Nurses who wish to establish core competencies in the area of occupational and environmental health can receive masters or doctoral degrees in an interdisciplinary educational setting. Supported since 1977 by an Education and Research Center (ERC) Grant from the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH), this program has graduated nurses with Master of Public Health (MPH), joint Master of Science in Nursing (MSN)/MPH, and doctoral degrees.  The program resides in the Department of Environmental Health Sciences, Division of Occupational and Environmental Health. Limited funding for program participants is available through the ERC training grant. 
More information on the Division can be found on the Internet web site located at http://www.jhsph.edu/dept/ehs/about/divisions/oeh/index.html 
The doctoral program was the first in the world to offer doctoral preparation in occupational and environmental health to nurses. This program fulfills a special need for nurses prepared to develop policy, teach in university programs, and manage occupational and environmental health programs in a variety of settings, conduct research and design appropriate interventions for health problems related to workplace and environmental exposures. 

Although the masters and doctoral programs have separate curricula and time frames, there is considerable interaction between the student groups themselves and between students and program graduates.  A number of the master’s degree graduates have entered the doctoral program. Seminar experiences which deal with current developments in occupational and environmental health encourage interaction between students of all disciplines.  Doctoral students present their research at seminars attended by students and faculty of the Division and Department.

Research training offered by the Division of Occupational and Environmental Health prepares qualified students for careers in research and teaching. Similar programs lead to either the Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) or the Doctor of Public Health (DrPH) degree.  The catalogue, separate descriptions of these programs and the Internet web site located at http://www.jhsph.edu/dept/ehs/programs/degree/index.html provide a more detailed explanation of these degree options.

Educational Resources

· The interdisciplinary focus of the ERC creates opportunities to learn and work with industrial hygienists, occupational medicine physicians and occupational injury epidemiologists. 
· Doctoral students have access to faculty members from all departments of the School and are encouraged to take elective courses in their specific areas of interest. 
· Various optional field experiences are available for students, including participation in work-site evaluations as part of interdisciplinary teams, and residencies with government agencies or private sector organizations.

· Students frequently elect to participate in faculty research projects.

Faculty

Jacqueline Agnew, MPH, PhD, COHN-S, FAAN

Professor

Sheila T. Fitzgerald, MSN, PhD, RN-C
Associate Professor

Maureen Cadorette, MPH, PhD, RN

Assistant Scientist
Mary L. Doyle, MPH, RN, COHN-S/CM

Research Associate

Admission to the PhD and DrPH Programs

· Applications are reviewed at the Division and Departmental level for:

· Evidence of exceptional academic ability, especially in the sciences and quantitative subjects.

· Academic potential as indicated by the applicant’s academic record and GRE scores. 

· References and work history.

· Prospective students are encouraged to apply one year in advance.

· New doctoral students generally begin in September and continue through the summer terms. 

· Students enrolled in the MPH program may apply for the doctoral program at the end of the second quarter.

Financial Aid

Some financial assistance is available from sources within the School.  Doctoral students who are U.S. citizens or permanent residents are eligible for support from the NIOSH training grant, depending on the level of grant funding in any given year.  Nurse doctoral students also are eligible to apply to the National Center for Nursing Research for a pre-doctoral fellowship award.

Program Requirements

· Not less than four consecutive terms must be spent as a full-time student (16 credit units per term) at the School.
· The student, in consultation with the academic advisor, is expected to select courses needed to develop required areas of competence and meet School, Department, and Division requirements.

Required Courses: 

Division of Occupational and Environmental Health

Courses required for each degree program consist of a core set of requirements plus specialty courses as listed below:
	PhD Course Requirements:
	DrPH Course Requirements:

	188.680
	Fundamentals of Occupational Health
	1. Complete MPH Core Requirements

	187.610
	Public Health Toxicology
	2. Three Epidemiology Courses 

	340.601
	Principles of Epidemiology
	3. Four Biostatistics courses

	140.609
	Statistical Computing in Public Health
	4. The Dr.P.H. seminar series

	140.621
	Statistical Methods in Public Health I
	5. A course in ethics

	182.625
	Principles of Occupational and Environmental Hygiene
	

	180.601
	Environmental Health

	DrPH Core Departmental Course Reqs:

	340.602
	Epidemiologic Methods: Intermediate Epidemiology
	188.680
	Fundamentals of Occupational Health

	140.622
	Statistical Methods in Public Health II
	187.610
	Principles of Toxicology

	140.623
	Statistical Methods in Public Health III
	182.625
	Principles of Industrial Hygiene

	188.694
	Occupational Health and Vulnerable Worker Populations
	180.601

317.600
	Environmental Health

Introduction to the Risk Sciences and Public Policy

	Specialty Courses: Required for both PhD and DrPH Degrees

	A.  4 of the following Occupational or Environmental courses:

	
	
	
	

	
	Occupational Health Emphasis

	
	

	182.623
	Occupational Safety and Health Management
	

	182.621
	Introduction to Ergonomics
	
	

	188.684
	Occupational and Environmental Medicine
	

	188.681
	Occupational Health
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	Environmental Health Emphasis
	
	

	183.639
	Food- and Water-Borne Diseases
	
	

	180.611
	The Global Environment and Public Health

	183.641
	The Health Effects of Indoor and Outdoor Air Pollution

	182.618
	Environmental Law
	
	

	182.619
	Environmental Health Policy
	
	

	
	
	
	

	B.  2 of the following Epidemiology courses:



	180.640
	Molecular Epidemiology and Biomarkers in Public Health

	340.637
	Environmental Epidemiology
	
	

	340.618
	Occupational Epidemiology
	
	


· In addition to these courses, at least 18 credit units must be satisfactorily completed in formal courses outside the Department of Environmental Health Sciences.  Three courses must be in one or more departments of the Bloomberg School of Public Health.
· Doctoral candidates must maintain a grade point average (GPA) of 2.75.

Non-Credit Requirements:

Occupational and Environmental Health Seminars

· Occupational and Environmental Health Seminars. A monthly seminar sponsored by the NIOSH ERC.
· Research in Progress Seminars. Research in progress seminar presented by students and faculty bimonthly.
· Journal Club. Presented by doctoral students and occupational medicine residents bimonthly.
Written Comprehensive Examination and Preliminary Oral Exam

The comprehensive written examination has two parts. The DrPH examination is administered by the School and Department.  The PhD examination is administered by the Division.  These focus on public health, environmental health and occupational health competencies, including those of the student’s specific areas of developing expertise. See EHS Student Handbook
The preliminary oral examination also has Departmental and School-wide sections. The Departmental oral examination provides an opportunity for the student to demonstrate effective verbal communication skills and the ability to engage in scientific exchange.  It also serves to prepare the student for the School-wide preliminary oral examination, which follows only after successful completion of the Departmental oral examination requirement

Thesis Requirements

· Completion of the doctoral degree requires a satisfactory investigation in occupational or environmental health and its presentation in the form of a thesis, approved by a committee of the faculty. 
· The work should be worthy of publication in a scientific journal in the field of occupational and environmental health. 

· The candidate presents an oral defense of the thesis before a committee of the faculty.

The following represent selected examples of dissertation topics of doctoral graduates of the Occupational and Environmental Health Nursing Program:
· Thyroid Dysfunction in a Group of Former Workers from a Nuclear Weapons Research, Development, and Production Facility


· Living and Working Experiences Among Thai Immigrant Women


· The Effect of Emotional Labor on Depression and Job Dissatisfaction among Young Workers


· Development of an Occupation-Specific Fatigue Scale

Further Information

Prospectus and application forms are available from:

Admissions Office


The Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health






Baltimore, Maryland 21205


(410) 955-3543

http://www.jhsph.edu/admissions 

On-Line Application: https://app.applyyourself.com/?id=jhsph
For more information please contact:




Dr. Sheila Fitzgerald, Director

Occupational and Environmental Health Nursing Program 

The Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health

615 North Wolfe Street, Room W7503A
Baltimore, Maryland 21205


Office: (410) 955-4082   FAX (410) 614-4986

Email: sfitzger@jhsph.edu
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