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ABOUT THE
DEPARTMENT

From a modest beginning in 1961, the Johns
Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health’s
Department of International Health has
grown into a global leadership role in health
research, policy analysis, and program imple-
mentation. e Department is divided into
four areas: Global Disease Epidemiology and
Control; Health Systems; Human Nutrition;
and Social and Behavioral Interventions. We
offer master’s and doctoral level training in
these areas of international health, as well as
doctoral training in public health practice.

Faculty recognition
Student honors and awards

Interactions of Nutrition and Infection

Cover photo credits, clockwise from top left:
Larry Canner; Rolf Klemm; Joanne Katz; and
Margaret Kosek. Graham Lecture photo cred-
its: Larry Canner, JHU.

Malnutrition and infectious diseases each cause substantial disease burden in
low- and middle-income countries, but in combination are especially deadly.
I am very thankful that Professor Keith West arranged for the 3rd Graham Lec-
ture to be a full symposium that both recognized the first comprehensive re-
view of this synergistic relationship 40 years ago by Scrimshaw, Taylor and
Gordon and addressed the current state of the science on this important topic.

In the last 40 years, the interactions of nutrition and infection have received
ever increasing attention and our department has been on the forefront of this
research and application in programs. Faculty and students, in collaboration
with colleagues in many countries, have described nutrition and infection re-
lationships in community-based epidemiologic studies and in clinical and field
trials. Over the last several decades this work has resulted in seminal contribu-
tions on the following:

• the importance of vitamin A and zinc deficiencies in increasing the
risk of serious infectious diseases

• the nutritional management of diarrhea and of severe malnutrition,

• the importance of breastfeeding and hygienic complementary foods
for growth and illness prevention, and

• the immune system dysfunction associated with nutritional deficits.

Current work is breaking new ground on the role of vitamin D deficiency in
the risk of pneumonia and other infectious diseases, while efforts continue to
understand both the risks and benefits of iron supplementation in settings with
high rates of malaria and other infectious diseases.

Characteristic of the department, faculty have a strong commitment to im-
plementation of their findings in programs that improve global health. From
the mid-1960s—even before his review on the interactions of nutrition and in-
fection was published in 1968—Prof. Carl Taylor was leading the Narangwal
Experiment in India to assess the possible synergistic effects of integrated nu-
trition support, infectious disease control, and health care for reducing child
mortality. More recently, faculty not only conducted the pivotal research, but
also drove the actions that have led to global programs of vitamin A supple-
mentation and the use of zinc for treatment of diarrhea.

Looking to the future, there are many new aspects of the nutrition and infec-
tion interactions to explore. Even adult chronic conditions that have strong
nutritional origins, such as cardiovascular diseases, are suspected of having an
infectious and inflammatory component. With now strong evidence that
human selenium deficiency contributes to microbial evolution toward more
virulent Coxsackie and influenza viruses, a role of nutritional deficiencies in
emergence of possible pandemic infections needs urgent attention. Important
questions continue to arise and new laboratory methods to study the immune
response will add to our understanding of the nutrition and infection rela-
tionships.

Finally, I would like to congratulate the master’s and doctoral graduates of the
Department of International Health and those of other departments. e mo-
mentum to improve global health is growing, and as leaders you must capital-
ize on that energy. Best wishes for your future career challenges and
opportunities.

Kathryn Berndtson, MHS, Social and
Behavioral Interventions (SBI)
and
Ted Alcorn, MA/MHS candidate, SBI

New Global Project on Nutrition,
Infection, and Child Development

Brandon Brown, MPH
PhD candidate, GDEC
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e program for this year’s George G. Gra-
ham’s Lecture was one of the most notewor-
thy events of the academic calendar. While
honoring its namesake and advancing the
work Graham devoted his life to, the pro-
ceedings also celebrated the 40th anniversary
of one of human nutrition’s most seminal
works: the World Health Organization’s
1968 monograph, Interactions of Nutrition
and Infection, by Nevin Scrimshaw, Carl Tay-
lor and John Gordon. And through a gener-
ous grant from the Middendorf Foundation,
the ird Annual George G. Graham Lec-
ture also marked the inaugural endowed Gra-
ham Lectureship, the first endowed
lectureship in the Department.

Professor George G. Graham
e origins of the Lectureship can be traced
back to the beginning of Professor Graham’s
career at Hopkins as he transitioned from the School of
Medicine to International Health. Graham had worked
for years in Peru treating severely malnourished children,
and his work there led to groundbreaking recovery treat-
ments that are still in practice today. His commitment to
improving infant and child nutrition in some of the most
remote and neediest places in the world, as well as his con-
viction that infection control and fighting malnutrition
must go hand in hand, led to the founding of the De-
partment’s Division of Human Nutrition in 1976, with
Graham as its founding director and first professor.

In 2005, in honor of his work, the George G. Graham
Professorship in Infant and Child Nutrition was estab-
lished by family, friends and protégés, with Professor Keith
West installed as the first Graham Professor. In May 2006,
Professor Kenneth Brown, a protégé of Dr. Graham’s and
director of the Division in the mid-eighties, gave the first
Graham lecture, which seeks to highlight challenges and
advances in child and public health nutrition. Dr. William
McLean, a long-time colleague of Graham’s, gave the lec-
ture in 2007.

,e Endowed Lectureship and the 40th

Anniversary of the WHO Monograph
e Middendorf Foundation, a Baltimore-based organi-
zation, honored both Graham’s work and the Human Nu-
trition Program by endowing the Graham Lectureship so
it can continue regardless of the overall financial climate.
To celebrate such generosity, Professor West was pleased to

realize that an important anniversary in human nutrition
was upon us: the 40th anniversary of the WHO monograph
Interactions of Nutrition and Infection, a groundbreaking
work by pioneers in the field of nutrition and public health,
Nevin Scrimshaw, the Department’s founding chair Carl
Taylor, and John Gordon. In this monograph, the authors
were the first to thoroughly conceptualize what would be-
come widely known as the Vicious Cycle of Malnutrition and
Infection, which was little understood or accepted at the
time of publication. An impressive line of speakers agreed
to participate, including the two lead authors of the mono-
graph, who, now in their 90s, are still actively contributing
to international nutrition and health.

,e Vicious Cycle of Malnutrition and
Infection
Since the celebrated
work’s concept of the in-
teraction between infec-
tion and malnutrition is
still operational today,
Dr. West organized the
lecture to parallel that
concept. Charles
Stephensen, PhD, pre-
sented one side of the cy-
cle: the effects of malnu-
trition on the risk of in-
fection. Dr. Stephensen is
a research scientist at the

Dr. Keith West, the George G. Graham Professor, opening the third
annual lecture

The Third Annual George G. Graham Lecture:
Interactions of Nutrition and Infection

April 23, 2009

Malnutrition

Infection
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U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Western Human Nutrition
Research Center at the University of California, Davis. He
focused on the immune response to infection and the effects
of malnutrition on the resistance to infection.

Claudio Lanata, MD, MPH, is a senior researcher at the
Instituto de Investigacion Nutricional, Lima, Peru, where
Professor Graham did some of his groundbreaking work in
the 1960s and ‘70s. Moreover, Dr. Lanata received his
MPH from Hopkins and was a student of Graham’s. He is
an Associate faculty member of the Department and an
honorary professor at the London School of Hygiene and
Tropical Medicine. He examined the progress made in un-
derstanding the other side of the cycle: infection’s effect on
nutritional status.

Department Chair Robert Black brought the two sides of
the cycle together to look at the way forward in studying
nutrition-infection relationships. He first outlined some of
the questions that have been resolved over the past 40 or 50
years. For example, the evidence overwhelmingly shows that
infectious diseases have a causal role in undernutrition. He
also presented some new questions that have arisen, such as
what role nutritional deficiencies have in microbial evolu-
tion, and whether nutrition-infection interactions factor
into vascular disease, as some studies have suggested.

ReBections by Taylor and Scrimshaw
e evening concluded with a discussion between Drs.
Scrimshaw and Taylor about how, with John Gordon, the
historic monograph came to be. Scrimshaw, emeritus pro-
fessor at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, com-
pared it to navigating in the night without instruments. He
described how in 1949 there was no accepted link between
nutrition and infection, except for possibly TB. While there
were some observational studies that pointed to nutrition’s
role, the leading researchers at the time told him that he was
completely off course.

Both Taylor and Scrimshaw pointed to Gordon’s Philoso-
phy of Epidemiology class at Harvard as the event that
made their work possible. Not only did it bring the three to-
gether, but work begun there led to a journal article in 1959
entitled, Interactions of Nutrition and Infection. Nearly 10
years later that article served as the basis for their celebrated
monograph of the same name. While difficult to get ad-
mitted to Gordon’s class, Taylor acknowledged that it was
certainly worth the trouble. During this course in 1953, the
three began conceptualizing this vicious cycle, which Taylor
eventually conceived of as synergisms and antagonisms, but
which Gordon insisted on calling concatenations. Taylor’s
nomenclature eventually prevailed.

Taylor and Scrimshaw humbly acknowledged the contri-
butions of others who were working in the field. One re-
searcher they singled out was Cicely Williams who in
Ghana first described kwashiorkor, a severe form of malnu-
trition with symptoms such as hair loss and edema. Her
findings from careful and thorough observation were also
questioned by the status quo because malnutrition, rather
than infection, appeared to cause the symptoms. As the ev-
idence began to build, Scrimshaw, Taylor and Gordon be-
came more convinced of the infection-nutrition interaction,
and so set out to fully document the evidence and develop
this unifying system that is still relevant today.

In a bow to the Lecture’s namesake, Dr. Taylor brought the
discussion around to Graham and his contributions to the
field and to the School. He recollected how Graham used
the monograph to convince Dean Hume that Nutrition
should be a Division within the School, an argument he fi-
nally won. Moreover, he used the evidence presented in the
monograph to help move from the School of Medicine to
Public Health. Dr. Taylor also praised current Chair Robert
Black for successfully merging infection control and nutri-
tion within the Department.

Dr. Scrimshaw left and Dr. Taylor discussing the devel-
opment of their 1968 WHO monograph

Scrimshaw and Taylor signing copies of their mono-
graph
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Interactions of Nutrition and Infection:
40 Years Later
To commemorate this momentous evening, each speaker
was presented with a brass plaque fashioned in a Bangladesh
village and engraved with a tribute to their contributions to
the evening and the field of human nutrition. To mark the
evening, the publisher Site and Life is also planning the fu-
ture release of a book that will commemorate the original
monograph and capture advances in the field of interactions
of nutrition and infection over the past forty years.
Stephensen, Lanata, and Black will contribute chapters that
expand on their presentations. And, in perhaps the highest
honor of all, the book will open with the first chapter and
early forwards from the monograph, which unaltered 40
years later still describe the seminal concepts that guide re-
searchers in the field of human nutrition today.

From left to right: Drs. Lanata, Taylor, Scrimshaw,
Stephensen, Black, and West

Student ProAle
Brandon Brown, MPH
PhD candidate, GDEC

Brandon Brown, MPH, is a continuing Global Dis-
ease Epidemiology and Control (GDEC) PhD candi-
date who recently won the Dan David Scholarship—a
$15,000 prize that will help him continue his research
efforts in Lima, Peru.

Brown is currently conducting a study in Peru to test
a new HPV vaccine schedule among female sex work-
ers and to test for HPV subtypes in the same popula-
tion. Beyond the monetary value of the award, Brown
was particularly gratified that Dr. Harald zur
Hausen—2008 Nobel Prize for Medicine recipient for
discovering the link between papillomavirus and cer-
vical cancer—was a member of the scholarship com-
mittee.

Brown’s interest in global health was first sparked while
conducting research in South Africa and studying
abroad in Singapore. In South Africa, he worked as an
NIH MIRT Fellow on several projects, including one
that looked at issues of blame in HIV infection.

His ties to Peru go back to his research as an MPH
candidate under Tom Coates at UCLA. He also won
an International AIDS Research Training Award that
allowed him to conduct research there on the potential
for HIV prevention activities among sex workers.

His mentor at Hopkins has been Professor Neal Halsey,
who, Brown says, “is directly responsible for my be-
coming a public health professional.” Under Professor
Joanne Katz, he continues to receive funding support
through her National Institutes of Health (NICHD)
International Maternal and Child Health Training
grant. He hopes to graduate in 2011 using his current
HPV project as the basis for his dissertation.

Brandon Brown in Peru

Congratulations
Successful @esis Defense

edward Broughton, Health Systems, e Association be-
tween Food-borne Quinolone-Nonsusceptible Salmonella
and Hospitalized Salmonellosis Cases in China

miguel fontes, Health Systems, Stakeholder Support for
HIV/AIDS: Development and Validation of a Stakeholder
Support Scale for Large Corporations Investing in
HIV/AIDS in LDCs (Case Study: Brazil)

ann marie Navar, GDEC, Impact of Immunization in
the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit

seung-ouk Kim, Health Systems, Risk-Adjusted Differ-
ences in Health Care Expenditures and Utilization among
National Health Insurance and Medical Aid Enrollees in
South Korea, 2004-2005

enisha sarin, SBI, Examining the Impact of Human
Rights Abuses on Health Service Utilization and Quality of
Life among Injecting Drug Users in Delhi, India
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teacher excellence recognition, third term of the 2008–09
academic year. e criteria were ratings of excellent by at least
75 percent of the students in the categories of “Overall Course”
and “Overall Instructor.”

George alleyne, professor
Case Studies in Management Decision Making

parul Christian,
associate professor
Nutrition and Life Stages

randall packard,
professor

History of International Health and
Development

David peters, associate professor
Case Studies in Management Decision Making

Courtland robinson, assistant professor
Migration and Health: Concepts, Rates and
Relationships
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jean Nachega, MD, PhD, Associate Scientist,
GDEC, and Director of the Center for Infec-
tious Diseases at Stellenbosch University, Cape
Town, South Africa is a 2009 Recipient of the
European Developing Countries Clinical Trial
Partnership (EDCTP)'s Senior Fellowship
Award. His grant application was entitled, A
Multi-Site Double-Blind Placebo Controlled Randomized Clini-
cal Trial To Prevent Immune Reconstitution Inflammatory Syn-
drome with Non-Steroid Anti-Inflammatory Drugs. It will provide
research support, training opportunities and capacity building
at Stellenbosch University's Center for Infectious Diseases. Dr.
Nachega also recently received a joint appointment in the De-
partment of Epidemiology.

Lancet Editor richard horton,
BSc MB FRCP FMedSci, received
the Dean’s Medal on May 12 for
his contributions to public health.
Dr. Horton addressed the School
with a speech entitled, “Can Sci-
ence and Scientists Change the
World?” His remarks focused on
the interplay between advocacy and
science. Horton singled out the
work of Department faculty Drs.
robert Black and jennifer Bryce
for their efforts to produce the
groundbreaking 2003 Lancet Child
Survival Series, which became the first in a line of journal se-
ries to use the best science to advocate for change. He pointed
to a later journal series led by Bryce, Countdown to 2015, as the
best example yet of using sound evidence, independent of po-
litical influence, as a platform for social action and change.
Earlier in the day, he lectured in the Department’s course,
“Large-Scale Effectiveness Evaluations of Health Programs.”

Associate Professor adnan hyder was the
lead author of the article, “Global child-
hood unintentional injury surveillance in
four cities in developing countries: a pilot
study,” which was published in the Bul-
letin of the World Health Organization
(2009;87:345–352).
http://www.who.int/entity/bulletin/volumes/87/5/09-000509/en/index.html.

Hyder also contributed to an editorial in the same issue enti-
tled, “Child injuries and violence: responding to a global chal-
lenge” (2009;87:326).
http://www.who.int/entity/bulletin/volumes/87/5/09-066142/en/index.html

Department Chair robert Black’s com-
ment, entitled “Accelerating the health im-
pact of the Gates Foundation,” was
published in the May 9 issue of e Lancet,
which features several articles on the Foun-
dation’s impact on global health. (Vol. 373,
9675, pp. 1584-1585).
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(09)60886-2

Associate Professor alain labrique demonstrates the new Portable
Field Dark Adaptometer at a Sight and Life Board Meeting

Dr. Alleyne

Dr. Christian

Dr. Peters

International Injury Prevention Symposium
Injury Surveillance System:

Global Challenges and Perspectives
June 2, 2009. Hosted by the International Injury Research Unit

Dr. Horton and Dean Klag

http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(09)60886-2
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Congratulations New
Delta Omega Members

shivani agarwal, MPH, MHS, Human
Nutrition

hannah arem, MHS, Social and Behavioral
Interventions (SBI)

Shivani Agarwal
Kathryn e. Berndtson, MHS, SBI

emily Ciccone, MHS,
Global Disease Epidemiol-
ogy and Control (GDEC)
Britt louisa ehrhardt,
MHS, SBI

shivam Gupta, PhD candi-
date, Health Systems

robyn m. haaland, MHS,
Human Nutrition
erin mead, MHS, SBI

michelle mergler, MHS,
GDEC

melinda K. munos, MHS,
GDEC

Y. abisola Noah, PhD,
MHS, Health Systems

jillian panichelli, MHS,
Human Nutrition

lissa anne pressfield,
MHS, SBI

prabu selvam, MHS,
GDEC

emily simons, MHS,
Health Systems

Gabriel sneh, MHS, Health
Systems

meghan stack, MHS,
Health Systems

aimee summers, MHS-Peace Corps,
GDEC

julia Noble white, MHS, SBI

jean Nachega, MD, PhD, MPH, Associate
Scientist, GDEC

Hannah Arem

Emily Ciccone

Erin Mead

Melinda Munos

Kathryn
Berndtson

Shivam Gupta

Michelle
Mergler

Jean Nachega

Scholarships and Fellowships
Baker, Taylor, Reinke Scholarship in
International Health
shegufta sikder and Namrita singh

Established in 2004, this scholarship com-
memorates over 100 combined years of
dedicated public health service by Drs.
Timothy D. Baker, William Reinke and
Carl E. Taylor. e efforts of these three
men were instrumental in establishing the
field of international health as a distinct dis-
cipline. is fund supports graduate stu-
dents in the Department of International
Health at the Bloomberg School of Public
Health and is targeted toward students
working in the following areas: organiza-
tion of health delivery systems, commu-
nity-based healthcare or injury control in
less developed countries. Shegufta Sikder

Namrita Singh

Clements – Mann Fellowship
Brandon Brown and
Kirsten Vannice

Mary Lou Clements-Mann, MD, MPH
’79, professor of International Health, and
her husband Jonathan Mann, MD,
MPH, visiting professor of Health Policy
and Management, died in September
1998 when Swiss Air Flight 111 to
Geneva crashed into the North Atlantic.
e Manns were at the forefront of the
worldwide struggle against AIDS. Dr.
Clements-Mann was an internationally
known physician who devoted most of
her career to developing and testing vac-
cines to combat respiratory viruses, AIDS,
and diarrheal diseases. As professor of In-
ternational Health, she was the founding
director of the Center for Immunization
Research, where she worked with col-
leagues to develop the master's and doc-
toral programs in vaccine sciences. Dr.
Jonathan Mann founded the World
Health Organization’s AIDS program and
was one of the first scientists to bring the
international AIDS crisis to the world’s at-

tention. e Clements-Mann Fellowship
was established by family members, friends, and colleagues as
a tribute to Mary Lou and Jonathan’s tireless devotion to vac-
cine development, research, and human rights. e fund sup-
ports outstanding graduate students working in vaccine
sciences.

Brandon Brown

Kirsten Vannice

Jillian Panichelli
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Scholarships and Fellowships

Robert & Helen Wright Fund
anuli ajene, amy Desai, sana malik, and
jessica seidman

is fund was established
in 1983 with donations
from family members and
friends of former Interna-
tional Health faculty
member Robert Wright,
MD, MPH ’40. e Fund
provides support for con-
tinuing doctoral students
who expect to contribute to the improve-
ment of public health in Africa, particu-
larly in Nigeria.

Nancy Stephens Fund
anastasia Coutinho, muzi Na, sachico ozawa,
and willem van panhuis

Established in 1970 as
the International
Health Fund, this
fund provides grants to
master’s or doctoral
students in the De-
partment of Interna-
tional Health who are
completing their de-
grees. For 37 years Nancy Stephens was
the immensely popular student coordina-
tor in the Department of International
Health. At her retirement in 2001, Dr.
Robert Black, chairman of the Depart-
ment honored her by renaming this fund
the Nancy Stephens Student Support
Fund.

W.G. van Panhuis

Anuli Ajene

John Snow, Inc. Award
shannon mcmahon
and
razan Yasin
John Snow, Inc.’s mis-
sion is to provide an ex-
tensive range of research
and consulting services
to the health care and
service sectors. e In-
ternational Division pro-
vides technical assistance designed to enhance the
effectiveness and quality of public health programs. e John
Snow, Inc. Award, an annual award created in 2001 provides
financial assistance to outstanding, second-year MHS stu-
dents in the Department of International Health who are
engaged in internships in the field.

Razan Yasin

Amy Desai

Shannon
McMahon

Sachico Ozawa Anastasia
Coutinho

Jessica Seidman

Henry and Lola Beye Scholarship
Carmen sofia arriola

is fund was established in 2001 through
the estate of Lola Beye, widow of Henry
Beye, MD. Dr. Beye received his MPH de-
gree from the School in 1942 and was an
authority on tropical diseases. He spent
many years at the U.S. Public Health Serv-
ice where he was the director of the Middle
America Research Unit. He conducted in-
tensive studies on elephantiasis, hemor-
rhagic fever, filariasis and schistosomiasis, and during his
career worked in such countries as Bolivia, British Guinea,
ailand, and Panama. Mrs. Beye, a nurse, often worked in
the field with Dr. Beye. is fund supports an outstanding
student who has completed a medical degree and is pursu-
ing a graduate degree in the Department of International
Health.

Georgeda Buchbinder Award
laura seckel

Dr. Georgeda Buchbinder received her
MPH from the School in 1984. She then
moved to Hawaii and began a public health
career by teaching Population Science and
International Health. Her career was pro-
gressing extraordinarily well when she was
diagnosed with cancer. is fund was es-
tablished by friends and colleagues after her
death to celebrate her all-too-brief career in public health.
is fund annually supports students, junior faculty, or other
priority projects in international health.

Diana Hess Scholarship
matthew Crommett

In 1983 the Diana Hess Memorial Fund
was established with contributions from
her family and friends. Diana Hess, a for-
mer Peace Corps volunteer in Kenya, was
devoted to improving public health in
Africa. e Hess Fund provides an annual
scholarship to students in the Department
of International Health. e award is
based on academic and professional accomplishments and
need for financial support. Preference is given to those plan-
ning to work in Africa, but this is not a requirement for re-
ceipt of the award.
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News & Highlights
e Mary and Carl Taylor Fund
ramona Godbole and jenna rose

e Mary and Carl Taylor
Fund was created in 1995
with contributions from
faculty and alumni in
honor of the Taylors’ com-
mitment to the students of
the School of Public Health
and to improving interna-
tional health through re-

search and action. e fund provides support to a student
working in the area of international bioethics.

Jenna Rose

Scholarships and Fellowships

Ramona
Godbole

e Richard J. and Margaret Conn Himelfarb
Student Support Fund
hadi Ghadimi

is fund supports graduate students at the Bloomberg
School of Public Health. Preference is given to students with
medical degrees who are pursuing their PhD degrees in au-
toimmunity, the epidemiology of diabetes, or other areas re-
lated to diabetes, particularly Type I.

e R. Bradley Sack Family Scholarship Award
jennifer scott

Established in 2000 by R. Bradley Sack, MS,
MD, ScD ’68, the award supports outstand-
ing doctoral students studying infectious dis-
ease in the developing world. Dr. Sack has
served on the faculty at the School for over 30
years and has consulted and worked all over
the world on problems related to infectious
diseases.

e Ruth Rice Puffer Fund for
International Student Support
sachiko ozawa

Ruth Rice Puffer made many contributions
to public health. She came to the School in
1937 to work with Dr. Wade Hampton
Frost. Following her tenure with Dr. Frost,
she spent her career working on tuberculo-
sis and childhood mortality in various coun-
tries. is fund was established by Carol
Lewis, MPH ’68 in 1998 to recognize Dr.

Puffer’s many contributions to public health and is sup-
ported by Dr. Puffer’s friends and family. e fund supports
a master's or doctoral student studying at the School who is
not a United States citizen.

e David and Elinor Bodian Scholarship Fund
willem Van panhuis

e David and Elinor Bodian Founda-
tion established this award to honor the
late Dr. David Bodian, who served on the
School’s faculty from 1942 to 1947, and
his wife Elinor. Dr. Bodian’s seminal re-
search on the behavior of the poliovirus
contributed to the development of the
polio vaccine and to worldwide progress

in combating this crippling disease. Elinor Bodian gradu-
ated from the Art as Applied to Medicine Program at the
School of Medicine. e fund provides annual support to a
doctoral student in any department at the School whose dis-
sertation research is at a critical juncture.

e Eskridge Family Student Support Fund for In-
ternational Students
abdulgafoor Bachani

From 1931 to 1938 Lydia Eskridge was a
student and research assistant to Dr.
Robert Hegner, head of parasitology at
the School. Her research focused on
dysentery, malaria, hookworm and mos-
quitoes. She went on to become a para-
sitologist with a team of Hopkins
scientists at a therapeutic institute in New

York City, connected with the William R. Warner pharma-
ceutical company, later known as Warner Lambert. e Es-
kridge Family Student Support Fund for International
Students reflects the life-long commitment of Lydia Es-
kridge Arden to public health.

Wendy Klag Memorial Fund
Victoria Chou

is fund supports students at the Johns
Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public
Health who are working on issues related
to the health and well-being of children.

MHS Excellence in Internship Award from the
Center for Human Nutrition
jillian panichelli
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Endowed Scholarship in the Health of
Mothers and Children
amy Desai

is fund was established to provide annual
support to one or more graduate students
whose interests, research and career plans are
focused on improving the health and saving
the lives of mothers and children.

Scholarships and Fellowships
e Dan David Scholarship
Brandon Brown and Daniel roth

e Dan David Prize
laureates annually do-
nate 20 scholarships
of $15,000 each to
outstanding doctoral
and post-doctoral stu-
dents of exceptional
promise in the chosen
fields. Ten scholarships

are awarded to doctoral and post-doctoral students at uni-
versities throughout the world and ten scholarships at Tel
Aviv University.

Brandon BrownDan Roth

e Global field experience fund
e Global Field Experience Fund supports hands-on pub-
lic health practice or research for Johns Hopkins Bloomberg
School of Public Health students. Awards of up to $3,000
are used for domestic or international travel expenses related
to public health practice or research, including disserta-
tion/thesis, internship, research, service learning project, and
practicum experiences.

abdulgafoor Bachani, PhD candidate, Health Systems, In-
novations in measuring injury and disability in low income
countries: Use of demographic surveillance system in
Uganda

anastasia Coutinho, MHS candidate, SBI, Investigating
the knowledge of malaria in pregnancy and its impact on
prevention and treatment practices in Bandarban,
Bangladesh

Nicholas risko, MHS candidate, Health Systems,
Improving the medication distribution system in the pedi-
atric ward of Justinian Hospital, Haiti

shegufta sikder, MHS candidate, GDEC,
Female mortality in rural Northeast Bangladesh - dysfunc-
tion, delays and solutions: A critical evaluation of underly-
ing pathways leading to death

Yvonne tam, MHS candidate, GDEC
Knowledge Community on Children in India (KCCI) in-
ternship program in New Delhi, India

Kirsten unfried, MHS candidate, GDEC
Planet Care/Global Health Access Program (GHAP) health
internship in Mae Sot, ailand

jennifer scott, PhD, GDEC won an
American Association of University Women
Fellowship ($20,000).

Student Association Awards
Student Assembly Honors & Awards CommiCee
peter winch, Associate Professor, Social and Behavioral
Interventions—Advising, Mentoring & Teaching Recog-
nition Award (AMTRA)

Kerry schulze, Assistant Scientist, Human Nutrition,
AMTRA Award

Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation Travel Award
Carmen sofia arriola, PhD Candidate,
GDEC, received funding to attend the
American Society for Microbiology General
Meeting in Philadelphia May 17-21, 2009.
Her abstract submission was entitled, An-
timicrobial Use and Antimicrobial Resistant
Bacteria in Pig Farming in Lima, Peru.

robert omas, PhD, GDEC, won a National Security
Education Program (NSEP) David L. Boren Fellowship
($15,000).

abdulgafoor Bachani won 2nd place in
the JHU-wide student employee-of-the-
year contest. He was nominated by
Health Systems faculty and especially rec-
ognized for his dedication to teaching and
research assistance.

leah Kern, MPH student, received an MPH Capstone
Award for Infant Feeding Counseling and Infant Feeding Prac-
tices at Early Infant Diagnosis of HIV-1 in Zimbabwe. Her
Capstone work was supervised by Associate Professor Jean
Humphrey and colleagues in Zimbabwe. Advisor, Dr. Robert
Black.
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Kirsten unfried, MHS, GDEC, won the Katie Evans Me-
morial Scholarship.
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International Injury Research Unit
Project Map

New Global Project on Nutrition, Infection,
and Child Development

@e Mal-ED Network
Professor Laura Caulfield will lead the Hopkins arm of a new
and innovative, large-scale project funded by the Foundation
for the National Institutes of Health to investigate the con-
nections between infection, malnutrition and child develop-
ment. e project will operate through a global network—the
Malnutrition and Enteric Diseases Network (Mal-Ed). Its
mandate will allow researchers to delve further into the con-
nections between specific infections and malnutrition and
their effects. Department Chair Robert Black, Assistant Pro-
fessor Laura Murray-Kolb, and Assistant Scientist Margaret
Kosek will also participate in the network.

Several aspects of this project stand out in light of the 40th an-
niversary of the groundbreaking WHO monograph, Interac-
tions of Nutrition and Infection. at publication first
conceptualized of the vicious cycle of malnutrition and infec-
tion that was little understood or accepted at the time. While
many studies over the last four decades have documented this
relationship, few have examined the link between specific
micro-organisms and malnutrition. Furthermore, few attempts
have been made to quantify the global burden and long-term
effects of chronic enteric infections. is project addresses
these research gaps and will continue to advance the state-of-
the-art in human nutrition.

First, it will develop systems to assess the overall burden of
morbidity and mortality due to chronic and recurrent enteric
infections and malnutrition. And second, it will be the first of
its kind to prospectively measure the impact of repeated enteric
infections on gut function and child development, while con-
trolling for other influences, including maternal IQ, the fos-
tering home environment, nutrition (iron, zinc, iodine) and
the environment (lead).

Specifically, Mal-ED will try to clarify:

1. Which micro-organisms or mixed infections are most
relevant to growth faltering and poor development

2. At what age in early life do specific infections cause the
most disruption to growth and development

Dr. Margaret Kosek will lead the Hopkins lab in Peru where
Department researchers have studied enteric disease over the
last twenty years. Other countries in the study include Brazil,
India, Nepal, Bangladesh, Pakistan, South Africa, and Tanza-
nia. Specimens will be collected from participants to assess the
following:

• gut functional capacity
• enteric infection assessment
• growth and development
• vaccine response
• respiratory illnesses

Mal-ED is truly a global research collaboration. Research sites
will be established in South America, Asia and Africa. More-
over, universities and research centers from across the globe
will coordinate their efforts and share their findings with one
another, including the University of Virginia, the Unidade de
Pesquisas Clinicas & Instituto de Biomedicina/ Center for
Global Health in Brazil, the University of Venda in South
Africa, and the International Centre for Diarrhoeal Disease
Research, Bangladesh (ICDDR,B).

e results of this global effort are intended to shed new light
on the causes, and therefore potential treatments, of childhood
malnutrition. Considering that malnutrition is thought to be
an underlying cause of 35% of child mortality, this is arguably
the most important health problem the world faces. e ram-
ification of such advances has the potential to not only save
millions of lives, but to improve the quality of those lives in the
long term.

e Malnutrition and Enteric Diseases Network (Mal-ED)

Enteric Infections

Altered gut function

Impaired nutritional
status

Impaired child growth
and development

Link between Infection and
Development

Coming Soon
New Center for Human Nutrition Website

Look for the redesigned site this summer
www.jhsph.edu/chn
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Ted Alcorn
MA/MHS candidate, SBI

Ted Alcorn is a joint MA/MHS
student who is now finishing up
his second year at the Johns
Hopkins School for Advanced
International Studies (SAIS). In
this 3-year joint degree program,
the first year is spent at the
Bloomberg School and the final
two at SAIS. Last May, Alcorn
completed his MHS coursework
in the Social and Behavioral In-
terventions (SBI) Program. He is
now studying health policy and
international economics under
Professor Harley Feldbaum.

In the May 9 issue of e Lancet,
Alcorn’s letter to the editor was
published. Succinctly combining his public health and political
training, Alcorn takes issue with a recent Lancet editorial that
called the Pontiff’s statement on condom use and HIV in sub-
Saharan Africa “outrageous and wildly inaccurate.”

In another illustration of his joint training, Alcorn is contribut-
ing to a World Bank report on geographic inequalities in the
Middle East. His section documents how health care and out-
comes in the region vary spatially across provinces or between
urban and rural areas, and then considers political responses for
remedying those inequities.

Over the summer of 2008, Alcorn worked in Ghana to help eval-
uate a community-based system for rural water supply under As-
sociate Professor Kellogg Schwab in the Department of
Environmental Health Sciences. In 2008, the SAIS magazine
published a piece about his experience there entitled, Getting
Drinking Water to Rural People in Ghana, which is available on
that school’s website (http://www.sais-jhu.edu/pressroom/publications/saisphere/2008/alcorn.htm).
Findings from the project are also the basis for his MHS thesis,
which he will complete this summer.

Kathryn Berndtson
MHS, Social and Behavioral Interventions (SBI)

Katie Berndtson is a graduating MHS student who currently
works at the Center for Interfaith Action on Global Poverty as
the Technical Manager for Health Programs. In June, she will
start her new position as a Presidential Management Fellow in
the federal government’s Office of Public Health and Environ-
mental Hazards at the Department of Veterans Affairs.

e Presidential Management Fellows Program was developed
to attract outstanding young professionals from a variety of ac-
ademic disciplines committed to excellence in the leadership and
management of public policies and programs. Candidates are
first nominated by their school and then complete a federal as-
sessment exam. Once accepted into the two-year paid fellow-
ship program, fellows are hired by a federal agency.

Berndtson is looking forward to this new step in her career and
making a difference in the health of one of the nation’s most
vulnerable populations. She is especially excited to work under
a new administration for which she canvassed door-to-door in
Virginia last year. She sees her new position as an opportunity
“to contribute in a small way to the changes I hoped to see.”

Student ProAles

DEPARTMENT and ACADEMIC CALENDAR

May 26-May 30
Global Health Conference

Monday, June 1
Registration begins for
First Term

Friday, June 19
Registration ends for
Summer Term

Wednesday, July 1
Summer Term begins

Friday, August 14
Registration ends
for First Term

Monday, August 24 –
Wednesday, August
26
New student orientation/
registration




