
The Globe
NEWSLETTER OF THE DEPARTMENT OF INTERNATIONAL HEALTH   l DECEMBER 2011  l WWW.JHSPH.EDU/DEPT/IH

Melinda Gates

Addresses Department

50th Anniversary

Events

IH LEADS UNIVERSITY-WIDE COLLABORATION

Department News 

and Highlights

JOHNS HOPKINS GLOBAL CENTER FOR CHILDHOOD OBESITY

JHU GLOBAL MHEALTH INITIATIVE (JHU–GMI)
and

2011_wintercover8_Layout 1  12/13/2011  10:54 AM  Page 1



From the Chair
Robert Black, MD, MPH

December 2011

3 JHU Global mHealth Initiative

4 Student Profile

6 Student Profile 

7 Johns Hopkins Global Center for 
Childhood Obesity

8 Student Profile

10 New & Highlights

12 50th Anniversary Events

ABOUT THE 
DEPARTMENT

From a modest beginning in 1961, the Johns Hopkins
Bloomberg School of Public Health’s Department of
International Health has grown into a global leader-
ship role in health research, policy analysis, and pro-
gram implementation. e Department is divided into
four areas: Global Disease Epidemiology and Control;
Health Systems; Human Nutrition; and Social and Be-
havioral Interventions. We offer master’s and doctoral
level training in these areas of international health, as
well as doctoral training in public health practice.  

2011 mHealth Innovator of the Year
Assistant Professor Alain Labrique
Launches New Transdisciplinary Initiative

Cover photo credits, clockwise from top left: Winner
of the Health Systems Photo Contest, “e Healing
Touch” by Zaynah Chodhury; Melinda Gates and Bob
Black, photo by Larry Canner, award designed by An-
thony Corradetti; Photo contest finalist, “Attaching a
Drowning Warning Device,” by Chelsea Solmo; an in-
terview being conducted by the JiVitA project; mHealth
outreach in Bangladesh. 

As our 50th anniversary year comes to a close, it is clear that our depart-
ment has much to celebrate and much to look forward to in coming years.
An emphasis on primary health care and community empowerment at
our founding is still relevant today. e exceptional work of many fac-
ulty and students on interventions to address childhood infectious dis-
eases and undernutrition has undoubtedly contributed to the declines in
child mortality in low- and middle-income countries in recent decades.
We continue to conduct research and provide program support to address
the dual epidemics of HIV/AIDS and TB. And we have developed in-
ternationally recognized faculty and student teams to evaluate current ma-
ternal and child health programs and health systems. However, at the
same time the Department is evolving to address emerging and future
global problems.  

Mortality and disability from injury is a worldwide problem of growing
importance and our injury research unit is recognized as a global leader—
named a WHO Collaborating Center in an event here early in 2011. 

Another global problem of increasing prevalence, even in developing
countries, is childhood obesity. Building on a base of work in our Pro-
gram for Human Nutrition on this problem, faculty from five schools of
the University collaborated to develop a center of excellence to conduct
research and training. With a large grant from NIH and additional in-
stitutional funds, we have established the Johns Hopkins Global Center
for Childhood Obesity, led by Associate Professor Youfa Wang. 

e last 50 years have seen incredible advances in technology. Vaccines to
prevent childhood infections are playing an increasing role in disease con-
trol and our department is recognized as a leader in areas ranging from vac-
cine development and evaluation to programs, financing and policy. is
leadership was recently recognized by our being named a WHO/PAHO
Collaborating Centre for Vaccine Epidemiology and Evaluation. 

Information technologies (IT) have progressed to a point unimaginable
50 years ago. e rapid increase in mobile phone service—even in remote
areas of Africa—has opened new opportunities for health applications,
referred to as mHealth. With leadership from Assistant Professor Alain
Labrique and other faculty, the University has recently launched the
Global mHealth Initiative, involving over 20 faculty and more than 100
students. At the recent mHealth Summit our leadership in this area re-
sulted in a number of offers of collaboration with IT companies and non-
profit organizations. 

Our department will continue to grow and adapt to address the most im-
portant global problems in partnerships that span the globe. As Melinda
Gates put it when she spoke at our 50th anniversary event in September:

It’s these partnerships...with philanthropies, with other NGOs, with gov-
ernments, to take this cutting-edge research and disseminate it and make it
standard practice in the developing world. at, to me, is the legacy of this
Department over the last 50 years. at’s what you’ve done, and I can’t imag-
ine, looking forward, how more excited I could be to see what comes next.

Where Systems Science Meets Public Health

Nadi Nina Kaonga
MSPH candidate, Global Disease
Epidemiology and Control (GDEC)
JHU-GmI Intern

Shegufta Shefa Sikder, MHS ‘10
PhD candidate, GDEC

Hong Xue, PhD, MS
PhD candidate, Human Nutrition

Faculty Honors
New Faculty

Global Health Leadership Award
Presented to Bill & Melinda Gates

Peace Corps and IH Celebrate 50 Years
Health Systems for All—Expanding
Horizons
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2011 MHEALTH INNOVATOR OF THE YEAR
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR ALAIN LABRIQUE

LAUNCHES NEW TRANSDISCIPLINARY INITIATIVE

Assistant Professor Alain Labrique is passionate about
making technology work for public health in some of
the least developed parts of the world. From inventing

a portable device that tests for vitamin A deficiency to testing
mobile phone strategies to improve neonatal survival in rural
communities, he’s been a leading innovator in mobile health
(mHealth). In fact, the mHealth Alliance and the Rockefeller
Foundation named Dr. Labrique one of the Top mHealth In-
novators of 2011 for the mCARE project, with co-investiga-
tors IH Assistant Professor Christian Coles, IH Associate
Professor Luke Mullany and Assistant Professor Elizabeth
Jordan from the School of Nursing. e mCARE project is a
community health worker scheduling, pregnancy monitoring,
and response system to improve the delivery of antenatal and
neonatal services in rural Bangladesh using mobile health sys-
tems. is innovative research is supported by a UBS Opti-
mus Foundation Innovations Award.

His newest effort—which formally launched this summer—
has a decidedly more local focus, although its application will
be worldwide. Labrique, along with Jordan, are spearheading
the Johns Hopkins University Global mHealth Initiative
(JHU-GmI). e mission of JHU-GmI is to foster a Univer-
sity-wide Community of Excellence, connecting faculty, staff,
and students across Schools in transdisciplinary collaborations
in the field of mobile health. is initiative is not only work-
ing to catalog and connect faculty and students at Hopkins,
but it is also engaged with global public and private sector part-
ners to help identify appropriate mHealth strategies to address
global health challenges. From technology innovations at the
Whiting School of Engineering, to fielding population-based
efficacy studies in Uganda and Bangladesh, the potential for
JHU to play a global leadership role in mHealth research and
innovation was recognized by core members of JHU-GmI in
early 2010. e Initiative hopes to enable Hopkins faculty to
respond to the growing demand for evidence-based mHealth
strategies and applications. 

Bringing together University leaders interested in communi-
cation technologies is no small task. Over 20 faculty across
Hopkins serve as members of the Initiative’s Steering Com-
mittee. Each individual is a recognized leader in some aspect
of mobile technology used to improve health either in do-
mestic projects or on a global scale. And faculty are based in
various schools and institutes across the Hopkins family, in-
cluding 

• Bloomberg School of Public Health
• School of Nursing
• School of Medicine
• Whiting School of Engineering
• Carey School of Business
• Jhpiego
• Berman Institute of Bioethics
• Johns Hopkins Center for Global Health
• Systems Institute

Assistant Professor Alain Labrique using his portable spectrometer that tests
for vitamin A deficiency
Photo credit: JiVitA

mHealth Survey
JHU – GmI is conducting a University-wide

survey of mHealth research activities and projects,
which will feed into a 

global survey supported by WHO.
http://tinyurl.com/Hopkins-mHealth

Johns Hopkins University Global mHealth Initiative (JHU – GmI)
Advancing Global Research, Innovation and Leadership in mHealth

www.JHUmHealth.org 
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In addition to faculty, over 100 students have joined the
group. eir involvement gives them first-hand experience in
the field providing research assistance to projects. Many stu-
dents also help manage the routine business of the Initiative.
For instance, JHU-GmI’s new website was built in large part
by students, who also keep tabs on the mHealth research
field, feeding into an active social media dissemination strat-
egy. Two students recently completed internships with the
Initiative for which they helped develop evaluation proto-
cols for mobile phone interventions in Geneva, South Asia
and Africa. (See below for more.) Recently, JHU-GmI sup-
ported 30 student scholarships to attend the December
mHealth Summit in Washington, DC—the largest annual
conference of its kind organized by the NIH, mHealth Al-
liance and the Healthcare Information and Management
Systems Society. 

CErtIfICatE aND NEw CoUrSE
JHU-GmI faculty are collaborating to expand the Univer-
sity’s offering of mHealth training. Currently, IH faculty and
JHU-GmI Steering Committee members, Edward Bunker
and Bill Weiss, lead a course entitled, e-Health and m-

Health: Using information technology to improve health in low-
and middle-income countries. Due to the popularity of this
first course, Bunker, Weiss and Labrique are planning a sec-
ond, 4th-term course as a follow-on. Students and health pro-
fessionals can also benefit from a new certificate created by
faculty affiliated with the Initiative and sponsored by the De-
partment of Health Policy and Management: Public Health
Informatics. e certificate’s course work was designed to in-
tegrate current health information technology so that inter-
ventions can better address public health challenges.  

SElECt ProJECtS
Complete lists of projects and researchers affiliated with
JHU-GmI are available on its website (www.jhumhealth.org).
Some key JHU projects include the following:

mCARE is an innovative community health worker sched-
uling and pregnancy monitoring system, which aims to im-
prove the delivery of antenatal and postpartum services and
to compress time between crisis and care in rural Bangladesh
using mobile systems. 

eMOCHA is a free open-source application, developed by
Drs. Robert Bollinger and Larry Chang at the Center for
Clinical Global Health Education (www.ccghe.jhmi.edu).
ey are also Executive Committee members of JHU-GmI.
eMOCHA is designed to assist health programs in develop-
ing countries improve provider communication and educa-
tion, as well as patient care, by coordinating wireless devices
with local server-based clinical training and patient care sup-
port services. www.emocha.org

K4Health™ featuring the mHealth Toolkit, which was de-
veloped by the Johns Hopkins Center for Communications
Programs (CCP) team and led by Project Director Piers Bo-
cock, provides knowledge management to clarify the op-

Nadi Nina Kaonga
MSPH candidate, GDEC
JHU-GmI Intern

This summer Nadi worked on the Ghana Telemedicine Project in
the Millennium Villages Project (MVP) site of Bonsaaso. She
helped conduct an evaluation of the mobile phone intervention
using social network analyses along with other qualitative and
quantitative methods. One of the most exciting parts of the in-
ternship for her was learning how to do GPS mapping and then
getting to go straight to the field to put what she had learned to
practice. After graduation, Nadi plans to continue working with
the electronic health team at the Earth Institute at Columbia Uni-
versity and then enter medical school in the fall of 2012.

Nadi Kaonga, one of two inaugural JHU-GmI Scholars,
working on call journals at an mHealth project office in
Ghana, part of her MSPH practicum 
Photo credit: Ghana MVP Team

mCare staff speaks to a mother in Bangladesh
Photo credit: JiVitA

Student Profile
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portunities and uncertainties of this rapidly evolv-
ing field. Selected resources are presented to sug-
gest promising approaches for the high potential
of mHealth.
www.k4health.org/toolkits/mhealth

EvENtS
e 2011 mHealth Summit is the largest confer-
ence of its kind and explores the ways mobile tech-
nology can transform health care delivery, research,
business and policy in the US and abroad. Core
JHU-GmI faculty—including Drs. Betty Jordan
(SON), Larry Chang (SOM) and the Department’s
Heather Rosen (IIP)—were featured at the 3rd An-
nual Summit in Washington, DC, December 5 –
7. As a winner of the Top 11 Innovative mHealth
Projects of 2011, Dr. Labrique and the mCARE
team, including Drs. Coles, Mullany and Jordan,
were showcased at the conference. JHU-GmI
members also led the session entitled “Evidence
Matters: Perspectives across the mHealth Landscape
on Priorities, Gaps, and Common Goals for
Strengthening the Evidence Base.” e panel ses-
sion focused on evidence needs and gaps, appro-
priate research methods and priorities. 

fUtUrE
Several internships are under development to field
students in mHealth opportunities at leading
mHealth programs and projects, from the WHO
and GSMA to field projects in Bangladesh and
Pakistan. In addition to a monthly seminar series,
a student Innovations Competition is being
planned and an mHealth Expo & Keynote Lec-
ture is in the works for a February “mHealth Day.” 

JHU-GmI hopes to continue expanding its Uni-
versity network, and will continue to identify op-
portunities for students, staff and faculty to learn

Patricia Abbott: Associate Professor, Health Systems and Outcomes, Johns
Hopkins University School of Nursing

Ravi Aron: Assistant Professor, Johns Hopkins Carey Business School

Piers Bocock: Project Director, Knowledge for Health (K4Health) Project; Center for
Communication Programs, Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health  

Robert Bollinger: Professor, Johns Hopkins School of Medicine; Director, Johns
Hopkins Center for Clinical Global Health Education (CCGHE); Associate
Director, Johns Hopkins Center for Global Health    

James BonTempo: ought Leader, ICT4D, Jhpiego

Edward Bunker: Associate, International Health; Health Informatics Advisor, Jhpiego

Larry William Chang: Assistant Professor, Johns Hopkins School of Medicine;
Research Faculty, Center for Clinical Global Health Education; Director of Science
and Implementation, eMOCHA

Lawrence Cheskin: Associate Professor, Department of Health, Behavior and
Society, Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health 

Christian Coles: Assistant Professor, Department of International Health, Johns
Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health 

Andre Hackman: Research Associate, Department of Biostatistics, Johns Hopkins
Bloomberg School of Public Health

Tak Igusa: Professor of Civil Engineering, Whiting School of Engineering

Elizabeth Jordan: JHU-GmI Assistant Director, Assistant Professor, School of Nursing

omas Kirchner: Assistant Professor (Adjunct), Department of Health, Behavior
and Society, Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health

Alain Labrique: JHU-GmI Director, Assistant Professor,  Department of
International Health, Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health 

Harold Lehmman: Director of Training and Research, Division of Health Science
Informatics; Associate Professor, Pediatrics, Johns Hopkins School of Medicine;
Associate Professor, Health Policy and Management Associate Professor, International
Health Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health

Luke Mullany: Associate Professor, Department of International Health, Johns
Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health 

Alexander Nason: Director, Telehealth, Johns Hopkins School of Medicine 

Dan O’Connor: Research Scholar, John Hopkins Berman Institute of Bioethics 

Kellogg Schwab: Professor, Department of Environmental Health Sciences, Johns
Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health 

Steve Steffensen: Assistant Professor of Neurology, Johns Hopkins School of
Medicine CMIO, Advanced Information Technology Group, TATRC

Jonathan Weiner: Professor, Department of Health Policy Management, Johns
Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health 

William Weiss: Assistant Scientist, Department of International Health, Johns
Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health 

Youseph Yazdi: Assistant Professor, Department of Biomedical Engineering,
Whiting School of Engineering

Key Johns Hopkins 
Global mHealth Initiative faculty

JHU-GmI mHealth Summit Scholars at the Initiative’s booth
in Washington, DC. Photo courtesy of Lavanya Vasudevan, JHU-GmI
Student Leader
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Student Profile
Shegufta Shefa Sikder, MHS ‘10
PhD candidate, GDEC

Shefa Sikder is currently working on facility surveys to
inform a large mHealth study in Bangladesh called
mCARE. mCARE seeks to improve referral and coor-
dination by compressing the time between crisis and
care for obstetric and neonatal emergencies through
the use of mobile technology. Her data collection fo-
cuses on the availability of obstetric services, such as
C-sections and blood transfusions, at the most com-
monly visited public hospitals and private clinics in
northwest rural Bangladesh. e findings will play a crucial role in implementing this innovative com-
munity-based study. 
Shefa’s passion to improve access to maternal health services for women in rural Bangladesh initially
drew her to the Department of International Health. One of the Department’s longest operating study
sites, JiVitA, was a natural fit for her research interests. Based in rural northwest Bangladesh, JiVitA is
testing the efficacy of nutrition interventions that seek to improve health and survival of mothers, in-
fants and children in rural Bangladesh. e site has afforded her many opportunities to gain valuable
research experience. For example, in 2009 she implemented a study at the JiVitA site to understand
the social and cultural barriers that woman faced in seeking medical care for obstetric complications. 
As a former master’s and current doctoral student in the Department, Shefa thinks it’s important for
new and prospective students to identify their passions and recognize the value of faculty advisers.
“Faculty with passions similar to your own can help you navigate the many course options at the School
and point you to the most appropriate research opportunities.”  She adds that while her faculty men-
tors and advisers have been more encouraging and inspiring than she could have imagined, her fellow
students have also been an invaluable source of knowledge. 
After finishing her dissertation, Shefa plans on continuing to combat the barriers that women face in
accessing maternal services. As a Bangladeshi-American, she would like to work for organizations that
help shape global maternal health policy and provide maternal services in rural areas of Bangladesh. 

Shefa Sikder interviewing staff at a health clinic in
Bangladesh.   Photo credit: Dr. Abu Hanif, JiVitA

about, engage in, and share experiences in their use of mobile tech-
nologies in global health. A more interactive website is in the works
that will help make these connections possible, helping to put Hop-
kins on the mHealth map. 

As Dr. Labrique reflected after a WHO experts’ meeting in Bellagio,
Italy, “Many of us believe that eHealth and mHealth strategies have
tremendous potential to play a transformative role in global health, es-
pecially in remote, rural and resource-constrained settings.” When
the expert meeting concluded, the panel issued a “Call to Action”
with recommendations including the challenge to develop an
“eHealth Evaluation Learning Network” to promote in-country eval-
uation of eHealth interventions—just one of the many challenges
JHU-GmI was developed to address. (To read the complete Bellagio
Call to Action: www.ghdonline.org/tech/resource/call-to-action-on-global-ehealth-evaluation/)

A cellphone retail shop in Bangladesh
Photo credit: JiVitA
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This September, IH Associate Professor Youfa Wang
became the founding director of the new Johns Hop-
kins Global Center for Childhood Obesity. Funded

through a $16 NIH Center grant and $4 million institu-
tional co-funding, this new center of excellence will serve as
a resource to researchers worldwide in their efforts to prevent
childhood obesity and non-communicable chronic disease.
As its motto—Where Systems Science Meets Public
Health—suggests, the Center will promote transdisciplinary,
systems science-oriented,1 research and training. 

According to the World Health Organization, worldwide
obesity has more than doubled since 1980 and nearly 43 mil-
lion children under age 5 were overweight in 2010. e Cen-
ter’s founding marks a new effort by NIH to address the
obesity epidemic from a global perspective. In addition to
studying the drivers of the childhood obesity epidemic and
environmental and policy interventions, the Center will also
provide rapid-response grants to investigators in the field
across the globe to obtain time-sensitive data on environ-
mental and policy changes relevant to childhood obesity. As
Dr. Layla Esposito, program director from the National In-
stitute of Child Health and Human Development, explains:

e Center’s focus on systems science will help train a new
generation of researchers and public health professionals
to help fight the growing global epidemic of childhood
obesity and non-communicable chronic diseases. We are
going to bring together a large number of investigators
from many different disciplines and from different coun-
tries to address the complexity of childhood obesity.

While the Center is based at the Bloomberg
School, it is one of the few projects to in-
clude researchers from across the entire Uni-
versity. In addition to scientists at the NIH
and 15 domestic and international organi-
zations, researchers are based at five Johns
Hopkins schools:

• Bloomberg School of Public Health 
• Whiting School of Engineering
• School of Medicine
• School of Nursing
• Krieger School of Arts and Sciences. 

In October, a rare exhibit of University-wide col-
laboration occurred when the vice provost, sev-
eral Department Chairs, and deans or vice deans
from each of the five Schools of the University
attended the Center’s kick-off meeting. 

“e founding of the Center is a major achievement and an-
other example of the Department’s expanding leadership role
in non-communicable disease research in our University and
in the field. I’m particularly impressed by the Center’s ability
to bring together such a diverse group of experts from across
the University,” commented Department Chair Robert Black.

ovErall GoalS
e new Center will provide a research and training infra-
structure for building the capacity for integrating systems sci-
ence into obesity and chronic disease research. Study results
are expected to inform policy design and future empirical re-
search and interventions.

e Center has three broad mandates: 

1. Research: To employ cutting-edge study designs
and methodologies to better understand the complex
determinants of childhood obesity and the impact of
behavioral, environmental and policy interventions. 

JoHNS HoPKINS Global CENtEr for CHIlDHooD obESIty
Where Systems Science Meets Public Health

First Site Visit 
by NIH for the
newly created
Johns Hopkins
Global Center for
Childhood Obesity

www.jhgcco.org 

N/A
> 30%
25 - 29.9%

20 - 24.9%

15 - 19.9%
10- 14.9%

5- 9.9%
< 5%

Global PrEvalENCE of ovErwEIGHt boyS (2000-2005)

adapted from
http://www.iaso.org
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1Systems science is an interdisciplinary field of science that stud-
ies the nature of complex systems in nature, society, and science.
It aims to develop interdisciplinary foundations, which are appli-
cable in a variety of areas, such as engineering, biology, medicine
and social sciences. 
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2. Training: To train a new and outstanding cohort
of investigators at different career stages in emerging
system-science theories and methods. e Center
will offer various short- and long-term training pro-
grams and scholarships to fund pre-doctoral studies
and post-doctoral fellows and visiting scholars.

3. Outreach: To share findings, accomplishments
and resources to the widest possible international
audience, through journal publications and reports,
public presentations, policy briefs, courses, collab-
oration with governments and policy bodies, and
online resources and tools.

CENtEr CorES
To lead the Center in its overall mission the Center is divided
into four core groups.

e Administrative Core is responsible for the management
and oversight of all Center activities. e core works closely
with international and US partners, along with NIH partners
to monitor progress, and implement strategic planning. 
Director: Youfa Wang, associate professor, International Health
Co-director: omas Glass, professor, Epidemiology
Chair of Scientific Committee: Shiriki Kumanyika, professor, 
Univ. of Pennsylvania 
Dr. Layla Esposito, NIH Scientist

e Research Resource Core will provide a central Web-
based GIS-enhanced database platform and standardized pro-
tocols for geospatial data acquisition, management, sharing,
pooling and analysis across all projects. It will facilitate and
support a comprehensive set of Center-wide outreach activi-
ties to disseminate Center information, and it will support
training and pilot projects. 
Director: Youfa Wang, associate professor, International Health
Co-director: Joshua Epstein, professor, School of Medicine
Co-director: Eileen McGurty, program director, Environmental Sciences
and Policy, Krieger School of Arts & Sciences

Student Profile
Hong Xue, PhD, MS
PhD candidate, Human Nutrition

Dr. Hong Xue is one of the doctoral students integrally involved in the
new Global Childhood Obesity Center. He has been working on sev-
eral of the Center's projects, along with his adviser, Associate Professor
Youfa Wang. He and another doctoral student in the Department, Hsin-
jen Chen, are also working on the US-based, NIH-funded “Causes and
Interventions for Childhood Obesity: Innovative Systems Analysis.”
Hong will soon start working on the Center’s large China project that analyzes the social, economic, environmental
and policy factors on children's eating, physical activity, and adiposity outcomes. 

Hong received his PhD in Economics from Virginia Tech in 2010 before joining the PhD program in the Department.
His IH dissertation research explores the impacts of the changes in food systems—such as macro-agricultural poli-
cies, development of food distribution channels, and growth of fast food chains—on childhood obesity in China
over the past two decades. This research uses both traditional statistical methods and systems models. His doctoral
work will also compare these findings from China with those in the United States. 

Some of his preliminary data from his research suggest that peers influence children’s BMI and eating habits. Or in
other words, obesity may be “contagious” among children in the same social network.  He’s looking forward to the
tremendous opportunities and challenges the new Center will present, and to finding better ways of fighting the
global obesity epidemic.

Dr. Hong Xue, an International Health PhD candidate
conducting research with the new Center
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e Education and Training Core will design, implement
and monitor an array of educational and training programs
to increase the number of public health researchers with ca-
pacities in systems science theories and methods who can ad-
vance our understanding of the causes of, and solutions to,
the epidemic of childhood obesity. 
Director, Takeru Igusa, professor, Whiting School of Engineering
Co-director: omas Glass, professor, Epidemiology

e Rapid Response Pilot Project Core will provide a mech-
anism for supporting innovative small and pilot projects that
use a systems-oriented approach to evaluate the impacts of pol-
icy and environmental changes on childhood obesity. 
Director, Lawrence J. Cheskin, associate professor, Health, Behavior & Society
Co-director, Shiriki Kumanyika, professor, University of Pennsylvania

foUr KEy rESEarCH ProJECtS
In addition to the four core groups, the Center leads four
large research projects that are central to its mission.

1. Dynamics of Childhood Obesity in Pennsylvania from
Community to Epigenetics. is study will extend existing
data to understand the dynamics of childhood obesity in a
large population of children living in 500 communi-
ties that vary on rates of childhood obesity and on
key features of the built and social environment. 
PI: omas Glass, professor, Epidemiology
Co-PI: Brian S. Schwartz, professor, Environmental Health Sciences

2. Multilevel Obesity Prevention Study (MOPS).
MOPS is an intervention trial which will operate at
multiple levels of the Baltimore City food system.
e study aims to increase affordability, availability
and consumption of healthy foods within low-in-
come, predominately African-American neighbor-
hoods. PI: Joel Gittelsohn, professor, International Health

3. Multilevel Systems-oriented Childhood Obesity
Study in China. is project’s goal is to study the
interplay, impact, and feedback loops of the built,
social, economic, environmental and policy factors

and their changes on individual children and their families’
decisions, eating, physical activity, and adiposity outcomes.
PI: Youfa Wang, associate professor, International Health
Co-PI: Dr. Huijun Wang, Chinese Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

4. US National Study–Causes and Interventions for Child-
hood Obesity: Innovative Systems Analysis. is project will
examine the influences and interactions between individual,
family and environmental factors on childhood obesity. It
will test a central hypothesis—that the determinants of in-
dividuals' energy balance–related behaviors and bodyweight
outcomes involve complex, dynamic processes including var-
ious feedback loops across multilevel factors. 
PI: Youfa Wang, associate professor, International Health

UPCoMING oPPortUNItIES for
StUDENtS aND faCUlty
e Center will provide ongoing research and training op-
portunities including scholarships, small grants and research
collaboration for researchers and trainees from Hopkins and
other institutions. Examples include:

• New trainee recruitment in the spring of 2012.
Applications will be open to students from all
qualifying institutions. e application guide-
lines will be posted on the website shortly.

• Pilot grants of up to $20-30,000. Call for pro-
posals anticipated in January 2012 to study
“natural experiments” of environmental/policy
changes, or to perform other research with a sys-
tems science focus that has relevance to preven-
tion of childhood obesity. 

Dr. Wang anticipates that opportunities for students and col-
leagues will expand as the Center matures. “Meanwhile, we
hope to secure more funding, including new research grants
and donations to help achieve our mission of significantly
curtailing the global obesity epidemic.” Look for regularly
updated opportunities for students, faculty and other re-
searchers on the Center’s website: www.jhgcco.org.  

CENtEr'S SElECtED KEy fUNDErS aND PartNErS

Chinese Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

Johns Hopkins University

The International Association for the Study of Obesity (IASO)

National Institute of Child Health and Human Development

Office of Behavioral and Social Sciences Research, National Institute of Health

Peking University

National Collaborative on Childhood Obesity Research, led by the NIH,
CDC, and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation 

United States Department of Agriculture

University of Pennsylvania

School children who participated in a healthy food
educational event at a community recreation center

Page 9THE GLOBE | December 2011

2011_winter_v11_Layout 1  12/13/2011  3:02 PM  Page 7



News & Highlights
faculty Honors

THE GLOBE | December 2011Page 10

Professor Kate
O’Brien receiving
the 2010 Presidential
Early Career Award
for Science and En-
gineering (PECASE)
at the Museum of
Natural History in
Washington, DC.

From left to right:  Francis Collins (NIH Director), Kath-
leen Sebelius (Secretary of Department of Health and Hu-
man Services), Professor O’Brien, and John Holdren (As-
sistant to the President, White House Office of Science
and Technology). e PECASE Award is the highest hon-
or bestowed by the US government on science and en-
gineering professionals in the early stages of their inde-
pendent research careers. Photo credit: NASA/Paul E. Alers

Professor Peter Winch received the
2011 Dory Storms Child Survival Recog-
nition Award. e CORE Group inau-
gurated the award to honor Dory, a for-
mer IH faculty member, and to recognize
an individual for his or her vision, con-
cern, intelligence, commitment, and
love for people in the developing world.

booK rElEaSE
Global Health: Diseases, Programs,
Systems, and Policies. Third Edition 

by Michael H. Merson, Robert E. Black, and Anne J. Mills

“Drs. Merson, Black, and Mills have once again
brought a comprehensive textbook that helps us
make sense out of an enlarging and confusing

field. It is an enormously valuable guide for students, teachers, and
practitioners that helps map out the journeys of those who will
change the future,” attests Dr. William H. Foege.

Professor Mathuram Santosham was honored by US Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services Kathleen Sebelius for
his contributions to the US Indian Health Service. He re-
ceived a US Indian Health Service Director’s Special Recog-
nition Award to commemorate his work. “is award is in
recognition of Dr. Santosham’s leadership in helping to

found the Center for American Indian Health at John Hopkins and for
over three decades of research in childhood immunizations that started
on the White Mountain Apache Reservation,” said Dr. Roubideaux, Di-
rector of the US Indian Health Service.

Associate Professor Anna Durbin re-
ceived a 2011 NIH Director's Award. 

Professor Larry Moulton
dancing at the annual meet-
ing of the African Health
Initiative of the Doris Duke
Foundation. 
Professor Moulton received
the meeting’s much coveted
Best Dancer Award for his
floor tricks and animal skull
dance.

Prime Minister of Canada Stephen Harper 
and Chair Bob Black 

Department Chair Bob Black received the
Canada Gairdner Award in Global Health
for his contributions to the control of child-
hood diarrhea. During a week of events in
Canada, he met with Prime Minister Stephen
Harper and discussed new women’s and chil-
dren’s health initiatives. Dr. Black also re-
ceived the Raulin Award from the International Society for Trace Element
Research in Humans for his research on the relationship of zinc deficiency
and childhood infectious diseases. e award is named in honor of 19th-
century professor of Chemistry, Dr. Jules Raulin, who was the first to re-
port that zinc has a role in biological systems.

Professors David and R. Bradley Sack, who
are brothers, shared the Donald Mackay
Medal at the annual meeting of the American
Society of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene.
e Society awards the medal for outstanding
work in tropical health, especially relating to

improvements in the health of rural or urban workers in the tropics. Dr.
Donald MacKay was the Deputy Director of the Ross Institute at the Lon-
don School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine.

Professor Orin Levine was elected pres-
ident of the American Society of Tropi-
cal Medicine and Hygiene  Committee
on Global Health.

David Sack Brad Sack

e Centre for Infectious Diseases
(CID) at Stellenbosch University was se-
lected as a Centre of Excellence for HIV
Translational Research by the African
Network for Drugs and Diagnostics In-

novation. Associate Scientist Jean B. Nachega
serves as the director of the CID.

e Department and the Johns Hopkins Vaccine Initiative,
directed by Professor Ruth Karron, have been named a
WHO/PAHO Collaborating Centre for Vaccine Epidemi-
ology and Evaluation. e distinction, in part, recognizes the
global importance of the Department’s and School’s vaccine-
related work.
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New faculty 

New faculty 
Subhra Chakraborty,
PhD, Assistant
Scientist, Global
Disease Epidemiology
and Control (GDEC)

Margaret N. Kosek,
MD, Assistant Professor,
GDEC

Orin S. Levine, PhD, 
Professor, GDEC, 
International Vaccine
Access Center (IVAC) 

David H. Peters, MD,
DrPH 
Professor
Health Systems

Bulbulgul Aumakhan, MD, PhD,
MPH, Research Associate, Human
Nutrition
Arash Behazin, PhD, Visiting Scholar,
Health Systems
Sangeeta Das Bhattacharya, MD,
MPH, Associate, Health Systems, Cen-
ter for American Indian Health (CAIH)
Zulfiqar A. Bhutta, MBBS, PhD, Vis-
iting Professor, GDEC 

LeManuel Lee 
Bitsoi, EdD, EdM 
Assistant Scientist,
Health Systems, CAIH

Jennifer Callaghan, PhD, MHS, As-
sistant Scientist, Health Systems, Insti-
tute for International Programs (IIP) 

Cyrus Engineer, DrPH,
MHS, MHA, Assistant
Lecturer, Health Systems

Matthew Feldman, MSc, Research
Associate, Health Systems, IVAC

Asha George, PHD, MSc
Assistant Professor, Health Systems

Nancy E. Glass, PhD,
MPH, MS, Associate
Professor, Joint Appoint-
ment, School of Nursing

Jonathan E. Golub, PhD, MPH, As-
sistant Professor, Joint Appointment,
School of Medicine

Mingli Jiao, PhD, MS,
Visiting Associate Profes-
sor, Health Systems

Hilina Tsehay Kassa, BS,
Research Associate, GDEC,
CAIH

Tracey Lynn Perez
Koehlmoos, PhD, MHA
Associate, Health Systems

Naoko Kozuki, MSPH, 
Research Associate,
GDEC 

Elizabeth Taylor Jordan, DNSc, RNC,
Assistant Professor, Joint Appointment,
School of Nursing

Anne F. Kenney, MPH, Re-
search Associate, GDEC,
CAIH

Rochelle J. Lacapa, MPH,
Research Associate, Social &
Behavioral Interventions,
CAIH

Mengying Li, MD, MSPH,
Research Associate, GDEC,
IIP

Swetha Manohar,
MSPH, RD, LDN
Research 
Associate, 
Human Nutrition

Daniel E. Park, MSPH
Research Associate
Health Systems

Krit Pongpirul, MD,
PhD, MPH, Associate,
Health Systems

Daniela C. Rodriguez,
DrPH, Assistant
Scientist, Health
Systems

Jack Rowe, MPH, As-
sociate, Health Systems

Li Rui, MS, Visiting
Scholar, Human Nutrition

Neelu Singh,
MSW, MPH,
Associate, 
GDEC
Cecily Stokes-
Prindle, MPA,

Research Associate,
Health Systems, IVAC

Fei Xu, MD, Visiting
Scholar, Human Nutrition

Abdo S. Yazbeck, PhD, MA, Senior
Associate, Health Systems
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Mingli Jiao

Tracey Koehlmoos

Naoko Kozuki

Daniel  Park

Krit Pongpirul

Daniela Rodriguez

Li Rui

Cecily Stokes-Prindle

The late Carl Taylor’s grandson, Dr. Jesse Taylor, and son
Dr. Daniel Taylor, sign their new book, Empowerment on an
Unstable Planet. The book signing followed the panel discussion
“Equity and Empowerment,”  where the authors  were joined by
Assistant Professor Asha George, Dean Emeritus Alfred
Sommer, and Visiting Professor Cesar Victora. The forum
was moderated by Chair Robert Black. 

Neelu Singh
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INtErNatIoNal HEaltH 50th aNNIvErSary EvENtS

Global Health leadership award 
Presented to bill & Melinda Gates

To mark its 50th Anniversary the De-
partment created the Global Health
Award for exceptional leadership in the
field of global public health. e inau-
gural award was presented to Bill &
Melinda Gates for their visionary lead-
ership. As Chair Bob Black explains: 
Bill and Melinda Gates have set in
motion revolutionary breakthroughs in
scientific research that have saved the lives
of countless people around the world.
Nearly 400 faculty, students, staff, and
friends of the Department turned out

to see Ms. Gates accept the award on the couple’s
behalf. Also during the ceremony, the Department
debuted its new video to celebrate its achievements
over the past 50 years and to affirm its goals for
the future. Dr. Richard Besser, Chief Health and
Medical Editor at ABC News, who was a medical
resident at Hopkins under Professor Mathu San-
tosham, narrated the video. Later in the evening,
Dean Klag presented Besser with the Dean’s
Medal, in part for his leadership as acting director
of the CDC during the H1N1 pandemic.  

Another highlight of the evening was Professor
Santosham’s launch of the new International
Center for Maternal & Newborn Health. e

Center will build off the successes of the Neonatal Center, whose founder Dr.
Gary Darmstadt—former IH faculty and current Director of Family Health
at the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation—was in attendance. 

President Daniels opened up the celebration with a look back on the growth
of global health across the University, calling the Department the University’s

“touchstone, the standard bearer, the
exemplar of commitment to this field.”
He concluded his remarks with a trib-
ute to the Department and its collabo-
rators: 

Research from this department has helped
improve vaccines, control infectious dis-
eases, prevent malnutrition, reduce traffic
accidents, and, most importantly, saved
millions of lives... Today we celebrate this
belief in the possibilities of ideas and in-
novations, not only by marking this mile-
stone anniversary but by honoring fellow
innovators.

To view the complete ceremony, in-
cluding Melinda Gates’s acceptance
speech and the IH video debuted on
September 24, 2011, visit the Depart-
ment’s website: www.jhsph.edu/dept/ih/video

Dean Mike Klag, Chair Bob Black, Melinda
Gates, and President Ron Daniels

e Health Systems Program invited Dr. Nelson
Sewankambo to give the keynote speech at its 50th

anniversary celebration. Dr. Sewankambo is Profes-
sor and Principal of the College of Health Sciences
at Makerere University and was the founder and PI
for the renowned Rakai Health Sciences Program.
In addition to the address, Program Director David
Peters moderated a panel session on the controver-
sies and contributions of health systems research and
programs. e session included participation from
the audience whose answers to questions posed by
Peters were tabulated in real time through electronic
voting devices.  e panelists were Professor William
Reinke, Assistant Professor Asha George, and the
first DrPH graduate in International Health, Dr.
Tom Hall, Executive Director of the Global Health
Education Consortium.  

Health Systems for all
Expanding Horizons

Panelists: IH alum Dr. Tom Hall, Dr. Sewankambo, Assistant
Professor George, Professor Reinke, and Professor Peters

the Peace Corps and IH 
Celebrate 50 years

Peace Corps Director Aaron Williams marked the
50th anniversaries of the Peace Corps and the De-
partment with an address to the School entitled,
“e Next 50 Years of International Health Engage-
ment.” To commemorate the longstanding partner-
ship with the University he presented medals to
faculty pictured above.

Chair Bob Black; Instructor Lori Edwards, School of Nursing; Pres-
ident Ron Daniels; Director Aaron Williams; Prof. Larry Moulton,
coordinator of JHU’s Peace Corps Master’s International Program;
Dean Martha Hill, School of Nursing; and Dean Mike Klag

The Globe December 2011

Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of
Public Health
Department of International Health
615 N. Wolfe Street
Baltimore, MD 21205
410-955-3734
www.jhsph.edu/dept/IH

Robert Black, Chair

Associate Chairs:
James Tielsch, Academic Programs
Joanne Katz, Director, Global Disease
Epidemiology and Control
David Peters, Director, Health Systems 
Keith West, Jr., Director, Human Nutrition 
Peter Winch, Director, Social and Behavioral
Interventions

Writer/Designer, Brandon Howard

Professor Mathu Santosham
and Dr. Richard Besser, Chief
Health and Medical Editor,
ABC News
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