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Center Grants and Program Projects   
 
Center grants 
 
Center grant proposals typically include a Principal Investigator and several co-
investigators working on several studies that share a common objective. Center grants 
usually include human subjects research. When this is the case, the center grant must be 
reviewed as a whole prior to the initiation of the research. 
 
Program project grants 
 
Program project grant proposals typically include a core component and several individual 
research projects that address a single topic or area of research.  The individual projects 
may or may not involve human subjects.  The core component usually involves support for 
shared facilities or staff and does not include human subjects research activities. The CHR 
need not review all core proposals unless the core includes human subject research. 
   
Generally, program project grants are not reviewed as a whole by CHR. Rather, each 
component project that includes human subjects research must be individually reviewed 
and approved by CHR prior to initiating the research.  The core component should not be 
submitted for review by CHR unless it involves human subjects research.  Investigators 
should follow the instructions for training grants when completing the face page of the HHS 
grant application. 
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http://grants1.nih.gov/training/extramural.htm

