A High Risk Prospective Study of Drug Use and Crime (NIDA) - The proposed developmental epidemiological study is focused upon the paths leading to substance use and abuse and how earlier substance use affects the transition into midlife.  The etiological significance of early aggressive behavioral responses, early initiation of drug use, and parental monitoring has been well established for the initiation of drug use in adolescence.  The proposed study will investigate these pathways within a cohort of African American midlife adults first studied in 1966-67 when they were in first grade in Woodlawn, an inner city neighborhood of Chicago.  The population consists of the 1190 surviving midlife adults.  They were followed up during adolescence and most recently in 1992-93 when they were young adults.  Teachers, parents, and the cohort members themselves all have made periodic systematic ratings of various background and performance characteristics of the study participants.  We have also obtained school records, criminal justice records, census data, and death records at one or more times in the life course.  Based upon our previous findings that children who began their schooling within an inner city community varied dramatically in their pathways to young adulthood, we are requesting additional support to follow this cohort’s course into midlife to continue to examine the various trajectories. However, we know much less about what influences how drug use is maintained or relinquished as one enters midlife.  Nor do we know how earlier drug use during adolescence and young adulthood influence the social, economic, psychological, and physical well being in the midlife years. The importance of longitudinal designs in understanding these complex processes is critically important. Earlier findings of the predictors of adolescent drug use and delinquency from the Woodlawn study have been used to design early prevention programs.  Our understanding of the long range influence of these predictors will further enhance the design of prevention and intervention programming.  
