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USEFUL VIDEOS
To learn about how you can view these films, please contact us at (410) 502-5069 or angsmith@jhsph.edu
FARMING
Broken Limbs: Apples, Agriculture, and the New American Farmer. Produced by Jamie Howell and Guy Evans. 57 minutes. 2004.

Filmmaker Guy Evans sets out to discover why his father is losing his livelihood as an apple grower in a Washington state pastoral valley known as “The Apple Capital of the World.” His father is not alone. Apple growers by the thousands are going out of business, and Evans witnesses small farmers forced off their land as they struggle to compete against the global economy, rising production costs, price-depressing retailers, and bargain-shopping consumers. But then he happens upon an entirely new breed of farmer, practitioners of a sustainable agriculture. These New American Farmers define a path of renewal that could hold the answer for Evans’ father and for farmers across America. (Source: Broken Limbs DVD jacket)
For more information, study guides, and other resources: http://www.brokenlimbs.org
Farming the Seas. Habitat Media Productions.55 minutes. 2004
With rising demands for seafood worldwide, and the human population at six billion and growing, the oceans can no longer provide enough food for our hungry planet. Now many people look towards aquaculture (fish or shellfish farming) as one of the greatest hopes in the marine fisheries crisis. This film examines the problems, progress, and future of the infant aquaculture industry and investigates different approaches to fish farming – some already taking pressure off our oceans, some generating intense social upheavals, and others that may even accelerate the decline of marine resources. Using models of more sustainable fish farms, the documentary looks at some steps this fledgling industry can take to improve itself. (Source: Farming the Seas DVD jacket)
For more information and study guides: http://www.bullfrogfilms.com/catalog/farm.html
Fridays at the Farm. Coyopa Productions. 19 minutes. 2006
Feeling disconnected from their food, a filmmaker and his family decides to join a local community supported organic farm. As he photographs the growing process, the filmmaker moves from passive observer to active participant in the planting and harvesting of vegetables. Featuring lush time-lapse and macro photography sequences compiled from nearly 20,000 still images, this personal essay is a father’s meditation on his blossoming family and community. (Source: Fridays at the Farm DVD jacket)
(Additional Special Feature segments of 2 to 19 minutes also included.)

For more information: http://www.coyopa.com/fridays-at-the-farm.html’

King Corn.A Mosaic Films Production. 90 minutes. 2007
King Corn is a feature documentary about two friends, one acre of corn, and the subsidized crop that drives our fast-food nation. In this film, Ian Cheney and Curt Ellis, best friends from college on the east coast, move to the heartland to learn where their food comes from. With the help of friendly neighbors, genetically modified seeds, nitrogen fertilizers, and powerful herbicides, they plant and grow a bumper crop of America’s most-productive, most-subsidized grain on one acre of Iowa soil. But when they try to follow their pile of corn into the food system, what they find raises some troubling questions about how we eat, how we farm, and what we’re really made of. (Source: King Corn DVD jacket)

For more information, activities, and action ideas: http://www.kingcorn.net/ and

http://www.pbs.org/independentlens/kingcorn/
My Father’s Garden. Miranda  Productions. 56 minutes. 1995

“An emotionally charged documentary about the use and misuse of technology on the American farm. In less than 50 years the face of agriculture has been completely transformed by synthetic chemicals which have a serious impact on the environment and on the health of farm families. This film tells the story of two different farmers… united by their common goal of producing healthy food. Faced with a shattered economy and the devastating environmental effects of conventional chemical farming, one farmer, Fred, steered his land through the transition to organic farming. Twenty years later, the Kirschenmann farm is a thriving testament to ingenuity, hard work, and a reverent understanding of nature. Fred proves that sustainable agriculture is a viable alternative on any-sized farm and that we can bring health and beauty back to the Garden.” (Source: Bullfrog Films)

For more information: http://www.bullfrogfilms.com/catalog/mfg.html
OTHER ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES (INCLUDING FOOD)
A Sacred Duty: Applying Jewish Values to Help Heal the World. Produced by Jewish Vegetarians of North America (JVNA). 60 minutes. 2007
Recognizing the potential serious impacts of global warming and other environmental threats, this documentary shows how Jewish teachings can help address current environmental crises. While this documentary is especially suitable for synagogues, temples, JCCs, Jewish schools and other Jewish institutions, its universal message also makes it appropriate for showings at Christian, and other religions' and secular institutions.

Key climate scientists warn that we may soon reach a tipping point after which global warming could spiral out of control. Recent reports highlight the contributions of modern, intensive animal-based agriculture to this crisis. Israel's special vulnerabilities to global climate change, in terms of reduced rainfall, severe storms and flooding from a rising Mediterranean Sea make this documentary urgent and timely. This film is a Jewish response to these issues; it applies Jewish teachings to how we obtain our food, use natural resources, and live among other creatures that God created and offers simple, practical measures for reducing our impact on the planet. (Source: JVNA website)
For more information or to order a free copy of your own: http://asacredduty.com/
Renewal. Fine Cut Productions. 60 minutes. 2007
Across the nation, people of faith are standing up for the environment. Evangelical Christians are fighting mountaintop removal, a coal mining process that is decimating Appalachia. Muslims are supporting sustainable farming. Jews are helping children experience the bond between nature and spirituality. Interfaith Power and Light is mobilizing people of all faiths in a religious response to global warming. This film documents the combined energy of these diverse activists, crisscrossing the country to capture these exciting stories of people whose passion and deep moral commitment are making a difference in a time of grave ecological threats. (Source: The Renewal Project website)
For more information: http://www.renewalproject.net/
WATER AND AGRICULTURE
Shall We Gather at the River. A Tumbleweed Arts Production. Approx. 90 minutes. 2008
A hundred years ago Upton Sinclair wrote a book called “The Jungle” which exposed the squalid health conditions inside the country’s meat processing plants and led to the passage of landmark federal legislation that regulated health and sanitation in meat processing for the first time in our history. Shall We Gather at the River documents public health and environmental damage in our modern industrial system of meat and poultry production that far exceeds the damage Sinclair could have imagined a century ago. The European Union stands virtually alone in establishing strong health and environmental standards for the industry. In the U.S and elsewhere the meat and poultry industry is dominated by dangerous use of arsenic, antibiotics, growth hormones and by the dumping of massive amounts of sewage in fragile waterways and environments. This film documents the vast impact of these practices on the environment and public health and also focuses on individual lives damaged by this system. (Source: Shall We Gather at the River website)
For more information: http://www.shallwegatherattheriver.com/site/HOME.html
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