A Prospective Study of the Mental Health of Black Women (NIMH) – The study investigated the mental and physical health status of a cohort of older African American women and examine how their well-being is dependent on earlier and concurrent family, social, and economic functioning.  This longitudinal work completed a developmental epidemiological study of women first identified in 1966-67 as the mothers of all the first graders from Woodlawn, a poor African American community on the Southside of Chicago.  Our conceptual framework is the Life Course Social Field Theory, a developmental perspective that focuses on the roles within the major social fields across the life course.  This study focus to determine the patterning of roles across the major social fields of family, work, and community, and to understand the relationship of role performance to physical and psychological well being.  This study also affords a unique opportunity to understand the nature and effects of intergenerational relationships across the life course.  The overall aims are: 1) to model the continuity and change in the women’s major social fields since 1967; 2) to model the continuity and change in the women’s psychological and physical health since 1967; and 3) to model the current and longitudinal relationships between success and failure at meeting the social task demands key in social field across the life course and the women’s mental and physical health.  
