Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health

Student Assembly Minutes

July 25, 2006 6:30 PM 


SA Members Present:  Amy Boore, Renee Gindi, McKinley Glover, Cynthia McOliver, Anne Sawyer, Nafisseh Sirjani, Rachel Weber

SA Members Absent:, 

SA Members Excused: Duza Baba, Ricky Brathwaite, Rebecca Day, Lilian Ghandour, Ruben Hernaez, Sara Hogan, Monica Li, Erin McDonald, Rachel Millstein, Kamila Mistry, Gila Neta, Lainie Rutkow, Hsien Seow, Mei Wen

Guests: Srinivas Sridhara

MINUTES
I. Call to order (Rachel Weber)

II. Social update (Nafisseh Sirjani)

a. Welcome party will be September 1st in the Turner Concourse.  Monica has tried to reach someone regarding medical school courtyard but has been unsuccessful.

b. Fall event is still being discussed.  Could be an Indian dance, event at the zoo

c. Spring tonic cannot have overflow room.  Will look into Turner Concourse/Auditorium.  A/V group has issues about setting up equipment to handle both bands & live music and also set up live video feed – takes too much time to do both for this event.  A private company videotaping can’t interface with the JHSPH system for live broadcast into Feinstone.

III. Auction update (McKinley Glover)

a. Auction will be held Thursday, Dec 7th in Feinstone Hall.

b. Will contact Hsien about getting advice & info on how to proceed with plans.

IV. Committee food budgets.  First year that SA has had food budget for meetings.  Each committee will get an allotment based on expected number of committee members and expected number of yearly meetings.  How to spend committee food allotment is up to each committee.

V. Baltimore week (Rachel W.)

a. First week in October

b. Will have themes each days with lectures, panel discussions, displays, and other events

c. Plans are ongoing

VI. MPH elections – advertising on list-servs (Rachel W)

a. For first time, an MPH student has created her own statement & sent it to the MPH-chat list-serv.  As she is not on the ballot, she never received the rules about not posting to list-servs.  Also cannot remove her from ballot as she is technically operating on her own.  Seems unfair to actual candidates.

b. Cannot monitor all department list-servs.  Best solution may be to remove restriction about list-servs other than activities-l and student-l.

c. Unanimous agreement that best action is to amend by-laws to read that candidates cannot use activities- or student-l, and are discouraged from posting to any other list-serv.  Rule about no posting flyers still holds.

VII. New student group application (Srinivas Sridhara)

a. ‘SHAG’ – Student Humanitarian Assistance Group

b. Srinivas & Anna will be coordinators of the group

c. Relief & Development and Health & Human Rights group already sort of cover humanitarian relief.  Large events such as Hurricane Katrina and the current Lebanon situation tend to incite larger student responses than can adequately be handled by a sub-committee of either existing group.  A niche exists for a new group with a narrower focus.

d. Activities would include working with CIEDRS to get students involved in relief efforts, evaluation projects, etc.  Will also work on student exchange opportunities to bring students here from affected areas to share insights.

e. Vote to accept group passed, but was nullified.  Quorum was not met and the group will be altering its current name.  An e-mail vote will be sent once final details are available from the group.

VIII. Constitutional Amendments (Rachel W.)

a. 3 new amendments.  Will vote via e-mail starting next Wed, after the mandatory 1 week reading period for Assembly members.

b. Amendment #8 – procedural changes to president-elect position.

i. Moves position to spring elections instead of fall

ii. Adds procedures for secret ballot each March to approve transition of president-elect to president

c. Amendment #9 – change in term of office for VP Student Groups

i. Moves VP Student Groups to fall election instead of spring

ii. Gives more chances for new students to assume leadership roles, and VP Student Groups has traditionally not been around during the summer.

d. Amendment #10 – Creation of VP Community Affairs

i. Creates 9th executive officer to serve as Community Affairs person for Student Assembly

ii. VP’s role is not to go out into community and meet & connect directly with community.  As the leadership of the student assembly, our role is to work with students and connect students to the administration and to resources on and off campus.  SOURCE and UHI are already in existence and have relationships directly with the committee, and the VP would work with those groups rather than the community directly.  Students aren’t aware of what is going on at the School.  SOURCE sends out a lot of info – but it’s a lot to read.  The VP can filter and send important snipits out as sound-bytes to raise awareness among students of what’s going on.  

IX. New Business (all)

a. Anne Sawyer is the Assembly’s representative to a school-wide committee focused on students with mental health issues that affect their behavior on campus.  She will report back to the Assembly on the committee’s activities at the next meeting.  
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