Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health

Student Assembly Minutes

June 22nd, 2006 12:15 PM E2133


SA Members Present:  Amy Boore, Anne Sawyer, Kamila Mistry, McKinley Glover,  Nafisseh Sirjani, Renee Gindi, Ruben Hernaez
SA Members Absent: Cynthia McOliver, Lilian Ghandour, Mei Wen, Rebecca Day
SA Members submitting absentee votes: Duza Baba, Erin McDonald, Gila Neta, Hsien Seow, Lainie Rutkow, Monica Li, Rachel Millstein, Rachel Weber, Ricky Brathwaite, Sara Hogan
Guests: Anna Christensen (WHAG), Chris Simpkins (STOR), David Chang (STOR)

MINUTES
I. Call to order (Amy Boore)

II. New student group application – Surgical Trials Outcomes & Research (STOR)  (Chris Simpkins & David Chang)

a. Group consists of about 15-20 students at any given meeting.  This includes around 2 doctoral students and 6 MHS/MPH students from JHSPH.  

b. Group organizers include David Chang, PhD student in the HPM department, and at least 1 faculty member from HPM.

c. Focus of group is on design & methodology in surgical clinical research.  Operate with a theme-based approached.  

d. proposed activities include:

i. theme-based discussions

ii. seminar series (total of 40 1hour seminars over the year)

e. No other groups at JHSPH similar to this one or focus on procedures for design and methods of surgical interventions.

f. Want to attract more students from JHSPH, from any departments, in order to help educate those students in surgery as well as provide information on how to interpret clinical studies and other issues in the area of procedural interventions.

g. Probably of most interest to HPM students.  Surgery has more health policy components than other medical fields, as you cannot practice surgery outside of the medical system.  Faculty have already had joint conferences between JHMI and JHSPH on issues of health policy related to surgical trials and interventions – this group will extend the collaboration to students.

h. QUESTIONS from the board

i.  – Sounds more like this group should be a directed study research tract, which students can enroll for and earn a credit or too.

1. Group is also trying to establish directed study credits, but beyond research is also trying to have a group to teach students about policy issues related to surgical interventions.  As an example, the HPM dept. has already been instrumental in leading legislation for getting trauma patients in Maryland 100% coverage.  

i. Motion to approve: 6 for, 3 opposed, 5 abstention ( MOTION PASSES
III. New student group application – Women’s Health Action Group (WHAG) (Anna Christensen)

a. Group had been an approved group but was dissolved last year due to lack of leadership.

b. Currently have a group of around 10 students organizing the group, and hope to attract more.

c. Proposed activities:

i. Guest speakers

ii. Trips to DC for advocacy

iii. Advocacy and awareness campaigns on campus or in community

iv. Events that coincide with World AIDS day, race for the cure, etc

d. Focus will be on a wide array of topics, including but not limited to HIV, reproductive health, mental health, etc.

e. Will seek to collaborate with other student groups on activities

f. QUESTIONS from the board- 

i. Mindi Levin does a lot of community based activities already.  Need to collaborate with her as well as with other student groups.

1. Group plans to do so.

g. Motion to approve: 15 for, 0 opposed, 1 abstention ( MOTION PASSES
IV. Budget Vote (McKinley Glover)

a. There were some questions about the thank you party, graduation party, fall festival & Halloween party

i. Thank you party is for student assembly members and others who help on the assembly over the year.  Will remain in the budget.

ii. Graduation party should have cost $1000 this past year, not $2100 as the records state.  Will reduce budget to $1000 and remainder will go into discretionary.

iii. Fall festival and Halloween party will be merged into one item “fall events”.  Social committee can decide later whether to have 2 separate events or 1 out of this line item.

iv. Sporting events stays separate at $1500

b. Motion to approve: 15 for, 0 opposed, 1 abstention ( MOTION PASSES
V. New Business

a. MPH orientation coming in 2 weeks.  Social committee would like to be at student fair table to recruit interested students.

i. suggestion made that, while sign-up sheets are appropriate, they rarely turn up more than 1 truly interested student.  Social committee should also send out recruitment e-mails with details about jobs that need done and the time commitment specific to each event that they need help with.

b. MPH elections will be mentioned by Rachel in her orientation speech.  Perhaps materials can also be at the table.  Ruben will also be at the table, and can inform students about upcoming election.

VI. Meeting adjourned.  July and August meeting dates will be posted by Rachel shortly.
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